
WARM FLANNEL-LINED 

If you work in an Ice House, 
or just want to cut back on 
heating bills, you need 
these warm Elastic Waist 
Flannel-Lined Winter Pants! 

• Rugged outer cotton/polyester 
twill with ProTech®. 

• Brushed flannel inside 
is warm cotton/ polyester! 

• Double Pre-Shrunk 
and Mercerized. 

• 5 Pockets! 2 in front, 
2 in back & inside 
coin pocket! 

• Full s-t-r-e-t-c-h 
waist with sturdy 
snap closure 
and zipper fly! 

• Hefty 
belt loops. 

Warmest, 
Comfiest 
Pants 
a guy 
Could 
Buy! 




'Not $ 50! 

.SrderNow!, 



100% machine 
Wash &Wear! 




Flannel-Lined 

PANTS 

2 20"* 

3 for 42.65 



4 for 55.25 




,Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Peckville, PA 18452 
j Send pants. I enclose $ purchase price plus $5.99 



ALL THESE SIZES! 
Waist: 

32 34 36 38 40 42 44 
*Big Men Sizes: 46 48 50 

add just $4 more per pair 
Inseams: S(27-28) 
M(29-30) L(31-32) XL(33-34) 



toward postage. In GA add sales tax 
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When you pay by check, you authorize electronic clearing. 

□ Visa □ MasterCard □ Discover® Network □ Am Ex □ Check 

Card # Exp.: /_ 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 

Address 

City & State 

i Email 



. Apt. # . 



Zip. 



Sfafe 0 (tltOC ! HsbSnd.COITfl \l 0C t 0 / 0 Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! 



tv Vidalia CHOP 



JUST PRESS 
LID DOWN 

For Perfect Chopph 
Every Time! 



Lhoppmg 



Chop 
r Container 

k lsA 

Measuring 

Cup, Too! 




Chops Fruits & Vegetables Safely 
IN ONE SWIFT, EASY MOTION! 

■ Fingers Never Touch Blade! 

■ No Odors On Hands, No Tears! 

■ Blades Never Need Sharpening! 

As Low As only ■*# 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
Or Your Money Back! 

Chops Onions, Carrots, Peppers, Apples, 
Mushrooms, Zucchini, Eggs & More! 

No more knives, finger cuts or wasted time! Now CHOP 
and DICE fruits, vegetables and cheeses in a flash - WITH 
JUST ONE EASY MOTION! Chop an onion without smell 
or tears. Chop peppers, carrots and mushrooms for a 
super fast stir fry. Cube fresh tomatoes for omelets or salsa. 
Make French fries. Dice cheese. Chop apples, melons, 
strawberries and pineapple for a delicious fruit salad. 
CHOP WIZARD™ does it all! The secret is the ultra-sharp 
precision cutting blades guaranteed to give you perfect, 
uniform results every time. 10 1 /2 M long with non- 
skid feet, easy-clean dishwasher safe. Includes Lid Cleaner 
Tool. Order yours now! 




FREE BONUS 
DICER BLADE 

For Garlic, 
Shallots, Nuts, 
Ginger, Eggs i 
& More! 



Visit Us At: WWW.DIRECTS0URCEINC.COM 



Mail Direct Source, Dept. WIZ-41 5 
To: P.O. Box 161, Orangeburg, NY 10962 

□ One Chop Wizard on\y $19.95 

□ SAVE! Two or more Chop Wizards only $14.95 each 
Add $5.95 postage & handling no matter how many you order. 

Enclosed is check or M.O. for $ . 

(NY & PA res. add sales tax) 

Charge my: DviSA □ MasterCard □ Discover 
□Am. Express Exp. Date / 

Account # 

Signature 

Name 

Add ress 

City 



State 



_Zip_ 



Home Phone # _ 
E-Mail Address 
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ON THE COVER 

Recovered from a Baghdad bank vault in June 
2003 along with the famous Treasure of 
Nimrud, a solid gold bull's head adorns Queen 
Puabi's Golden Harp of Ur, dated to 2500 B.C. 

See the story on page 28. Scala/Art Resource, NY 
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Metairie, La., pitcher Matt 
Brown opens the first inning 
of his team's 6-4 win over 
Terre Haute, Ind., during the 
80th American Legion World 
Series at Veterans 
k Memorial Stadium in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 




The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The America 
2.6 million members. These wartime veterans, working through 15,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God 
traditional American values; strong national security; adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and or 
service; and the wholesome development of our nation's youth. 
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When you're in for the fight of your 
life, turn to fellow veterans. 



For many veterans, their battles are far from 
over. They're stricken with mesothelioma 
from exposure to ASBESTOS aboard ships 
and elsewhere. Burdened with skyrocketing 
medical costs, vets and their families 
need financial security. 

As former Marines, we know how to win a 
fight. As seasoned attorneys, we're here to 
fight for you today. Attorneys at Coady 
Law Firm have successfully represented 
veterans in mesothelioma claims nationwide 
for more than 20 years. We've helped them 
understand their rights - and have secured 
their rightful compensation. 

Trust in those who've served with you. 
Contact the Coady Law Firm. Receive 
a FREE, no obligation consultation. 



Bud Coady 

Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 
Attorney at Law 




Dave Fanikos 

Harvard, 1985 
USMC 1986-1989 
Attorney at Law 
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For free medical and legal information, dial 1-888-802-MESO, or visit www.MIRG.org 

205 Portland Street • Boston, MA 02114 • E-Mail: info@coadylaw.com 
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Unsung heroes 

I enjoyed the article about USO shows ("Until Every One Comes Home," 
August). The big headliners get and deserve much of the credit, but the 
ones I most remember are the small groups that put on shows for a few 
hundred soldiers. We were stationed along a river in Vietnam, and twice 
during my tour of duty we had USO shows. These great people 
performed on a flatbed truck covered with plywood as a makeshift 
stage. We got there long before the show to get a good seat on the 
ground, a box or the back of a truck. Four or five performers sang, 
danced and told jokes, and even though I can't remember their names, 
I will never forget the few hours of happiness they brought us. 
My thanks to these unsung heroes of the USO who gave us so much. 

- Thomas J. Lienhard, Westfield, N.J. 



The article on the USO sure 
made me feel good that our 
guys and gals are not forgotten 
by thousands of volunteers all 
over the world. My encounter 
with the USO was seeing Bob 
Hope and his troupe of enter- 
tainers at Johnson Air Base in 
Japan. It was the 23rd of 
December, and it happened to 
be my 23rd birthday. In 1996, I 
was able to personally meet 
and thank Bob Hope at a book 
signing. His charming wife, 
Dolores, was there, too. Both of 
them made my day. 

- Marvin C. Baughman, 
West Chester, Pa. 

'Restricted Access' 

Jeff Stoffer must be com- 
mended for his excellent article 
on the shortcomings of the VA 



health-care system (August). 
It's outrageous to read how 
needed services have been 
curtailed and that Congress and 
the president are balancing the 
budget at VA hospitals at the 
expense of veterans. Soldiers in 
Iraq and elsewhere must be 
taken care of today and tomor- 
row, as National Commander 
Tom Bock is trying to ensure. 
The American Legion has 
always fought for veterans, as 
I found out after World War II, 
when I needed help. 
- Ed Morgenstern, Silver Spring, Md. 

The article "Restricted 
Access" talks about the long 
travels of veterans going to 
medical-care facilities far away 
from their homes, saying 
veterans can't afford to travel 



vet voice 



four or five hours at a reimburse- 
ment rate of 11 cents a mile. 
No one has asked Congress to 
address the fact that at 11 cents 
per mile the average auto a 
veteran can afford only gets 
about 20 miles to the gallon. At 
$3 per gallon for gas, you're 
asking the veteran to hemor- 
rhage out-of-pocket costs of 
about 80 cents per gallon. I 
would like The American Legion 
to not only worry about the 
length of time and travel to VA 
facilities; full reimbursement for 
the amount of a gallon of gas for 
those people who have to make 
the trip should also be a primary 
concern. This way, it doesn't tap 
into a veteran's limited resources 
to feed, house and care for his or 
her family. 

At www.gsa.gov, the mileage 
reimbursement rates for govern- 
ment employees are 44.5 cents 
per mile (if no government- 
owned vehicle is available), 
28.5 cents per mile (if govern- 
ment-owned vehicle is available) 
and 12.5 cents per mile (if 
committed to use government- 
owned vehicle). Veterans service 
organizations should take this is- 
sue to Congress. If it cannot 
provide health care within 
reasonable range or scope, it 
should at least pay the same per- 
diem rates as it does its own 
employees. It is unjust for a U.S. 
fighting man or woman to pay 
extra out-of-pocket expenses to 
access the care and benefits he 
or she has earned. 

- T. Thompson, Roseville, Calif. 

'I was One of Them' 

I wholeheartedly agree with 
Rick Kupke that the Iran hostage 
debacle was the beginning of 
terrorism against the United 
States ("I Was One of Them," 
August). President Carter's inept 
attempts to end the hostage 
situation cost him a second term 
and cost us two buildings in 



New York City and thousands of 
American lives. Had he stood 
firm and refused to negotiate 
with the terrorists, the world 
would probably be a better place. 

Finally we have a president 
with the fortitude to say to the 
rest of the world that the United 
States is going to take care of 
terrorism with or without its 
help. These are fanatics who cut 
off people's heads on the Inter- 
net, and we're in an uproar over 
the handling of some prisoner in 
a prison. Wake up, America. 

-Joseph Cuff, Aston, Pa. 

Windfall profits tax 

The windfall profits tax on oil 
companies (Big Issues, August) 
is simply a power grab by big- 
government proponents to 
redistribute the earnings of 
Americans according to their 
bureaucratic agenda. 

Naturally, gross profits are at 
record highs since merged 
companies are reporting as a 
single entity rather than Exxon 
or Mobil or Shell alone. And 
actual profit margins aren't out 
of line with historical margins or 
those of other industries. The 
difference is the huge volume 
caused by the fact that families 
now have several vehicles and 
drive many more miles than in 
the 1960s. The 30-cents-per- 
gallon gasoline of my parents' 
household limited miles driven 
and quantity and style of ve- 
hicles owned. 

- William Boyd, New Madrid, Mo. 

U.S. Rep. Ed Markey has no 
idea how a free-market economy 
works. No corporation pays 
taxes. Sure, they send checks to 
the government for the taxes, but 
it's the consumer who actually 
pays the tax, which is built into 
the price of the product. A wind- 
fall profits tax would simply be 
added to the price of a gallon of 
gas, making it more expensive. 



Markey also says price is 
manipulated by a highly concen- 
trated refinery structure. We 
have a limited number of refiner- 
ies because Democrats, over the 
past 30 years, have fought to 
prevent any new refineries from 
being built. Also, Democrats 
have used EPA laws to create 
more than 30 different formulas 
of gas around the country. If 
your area runs low on your 
specific formula, your price of 
gas goes up. You cannot use a 
formula from a different area. 

Finally, the government 
receives twice as much in taxes 
as the oil companies receive in 
profits. It does nothing to earn 
these taxes; at least the oil 
companies earn theirs. 

- Dan St. Jules, Aurora, III. 

'Deeds, Not Words' 

Ken Olsen's recent article 
(August) is a beautiful testament 
to one of our many unsung 
courageous heroes. I pray daily 
for all veterans, especially those 
who, because of their color, had 
to endure the hatred of those 
who are not colorblind. How 
Vernon Baker and his fellow 
blacks survived, still loving this 
great country of ours, is beyond 
me. I thank God he finally 
received the honors he deserved. 
- Francis L. Chenaille, Ludlow, Mass. 

Respect for Old Glory 

Kudos to The American 
Legion's Americanism division 
for the DVD "For Which It 
Stands." Young people now have 
ready access to the history of the 
flag and flag care. However, 
older folks, businesses and 
government entities are in dire 
need of a refresher course. 

National pride soon followed 
9/11 with flags and yellow 
ribbons, but it is now time to 
retire many of those flags. What 
can The American Legion do? 
Members could call or write to 
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Is your cholesterol 
out of whack? 

CRESTOR can get your bad cholesterol down. 
It can also get your good cholesterol up. 

High blood pressure and diabetes are among factors that make 
it even more important to get your bad cholesterol low. But to 
get your cholesterol right, your doctor may also want your good 
cholesterol up. And diet and exercise alone may not be enough 
to lower the bad cholesterol and raise the good. 
CRESTOR is a cholesterol medicine that does both. 
A 10-mg dose of CRESTOR® (rosuvastatin calcium) along with 
diet, can lower bad cholesterol, LDL, by up to 52% (vs 7% with 
placebo). CRESTOR can also raise good cholesterol, HDL, by 
up to 14% (vs 3% with placebo). Your results may vary. 



Down with the bad 



Up with the good 



Is CRESTOR right for you? That's a conversation you need 
to have with your doctor. 

Important safety information about CRESTOR: 

CRESTOR is prescribed along with diet for lowering high 
cholesterol and has not been determined to prevent heart 
disease, heart attacks, or strokes. CRESTOR is not right for 
everyone, including women who are nursing, pregnant, or 
who may become pregnant, or anyone with liver problems. 
Your doctor will do blood tests before and during treatment 
with CRESTOR to monitor your liver function. Unexplained 
muscle pain and weakness could be a sign of a rare but 
serious side effect and should be reported to your doctor 
right away. The 40-mg dose of CRESTOR is only for 
patients who do not reach goal on 20 mg. Be sure to tell 
your doctor if you are taking any medications. Side effects 
occur infrequently and include muscle aches, constipation, 
weakness, abdominal pain, and nausea. They are usually 
mild and tend to go away. 

Please read the important Product Information about 
CRESTOR on the adjacent page. 

If you are without prescription coverage and can't afford 
your medication, AstraZeneca may be able to help. 



CRESTOR helps get your cholesterol right 



800-CRESTOR CRESTOR.COM 



SOS 

CRESTOR 

rosuvastatin calcium 



AstraZeneca 



Please read this summary carefully and then ask your doctor about CRESTOR. No advertisement can provide all the information needed to determine if a drug is right for you. 
This advertisement does not take the place of careful discussions with your doctor. Only your doctor has the training to weigh the risks and benefits of a prescription drug. 



BRIEF SUMMARY: For full Prescribing Information, see package insert. INDICATIONS 

AND USAGE CRESTOR is indicated: 1. as an adjunct to diet to reduce elevated total-C, 
LDL-C, ApoB, nonHDL-C, and TG levels and to increase HDL-C in patients with primary hypercho- 
lesterolemia (heterozygous familial and nonfamilial) and mixed dyslipidemia (Fredrickson Type Ha 
and lib); 2. as an adjunct to diet for the treatment of patients with elevated serum TG levels 
(Fredrickson Type IV); 3. to reduce LDL-C, total-C, and ApoB in patients with homozygous familial 
hypercholesterolemia as an adjunct to other lipid-lowering treatments (e.g., LDL apheresis) or if 
such treatments are unavailable. CONTRAINDICATIONS CRESTOR is contraindicated in 
patients with a known hypersensitivity to any component of this product. Rosuvastatin is 
contraindicated in patients with active liver disease or with unexplained persistent elevations 
of serum transaminases (see WARNINGS, Liver Enzymes). Pregnancy and Lactation 
Atherosclerosis is a chronic process and discontinuation of lipid-lowering drugs during pregnancy 
should have little impact on the outcome of long-term therapy of primary hypercholesterolemia. 
Cholesterol and other products of cholesterol biosynthesis are essential components for fetal 
development (including synthesis of steroids and cell membranes). Since HMG-CoA reductase 
inhibitors decrease cholesterol synthesis and possibly the synthesis of other biologically active 
substances derived from cholesterol, they may cause fetal harm when administered to pregnant 
women. Therefore, HMG-CoA reductase inhibitors are contraindicated during pregnancy and in 
nursing mothers. ROSUVASTATIN SHOULD BE ADMINISTERED TO WOMEN OF CHILDBEARING 
AGE ONLY WHEN SUCH PATIENTS ARE HIGHLY UNLIKELY TO CONCEIVE AND HAVE BEEN 
INFORMED OF THE POTENTIAL HAZARDS. If the patient becomes pregnant while taking this drug, 
therapy should be discontinued immediately and the patient apprised of the potential hazard to the 
fetus. WARNINGS Liver Enzymes HMG-CoA reductase inhibitors, like some other 
lipid-lowering therapies, have been associated with biochemical abnormalities of liver function. 
The incidence of persistent elevations (>3 times the upper limit of normal [ULN] occurring on 2 or 
more consecutive occasions) in serum transaminases in fixed dose studies was 0.4, 0, 0, and 

0. 1% in patients who received rosuvastatin 5, 10, 20, and 40 mg, respectively. In most cases, the 
elevations were transient and resolved or improved on continued therapy or after a brief interrup- 
tion in therapy. There were two cases of jaundice, for which a relationship to rosuvastatin therapy 
could not be determined, which resolved after discontinuation of therapy. There were no cases of 
liver failure or irreversible liver disease in these trials. It is recommended that liver function tests 
be performed before and at 12 weeks following both the initiation of therapy and any elevation 
of dose, and periodically (e.g., semiannually) thereafter. Liver enzyme changes generally occur 
in the first 3 months of treatment with rosuvastatin. Patients who develop increased transaminase 
levels should be monitored until the abnormalities have resolved. Should an increase in ALT 
or AST of >3 times ULN persist, reduction of dose or withdrawal of rosuvastatin is recommended. 
Rosuvastatin should be used with caution in patients who consume substantial quantities 
of alcohol and/or have a history of liver disease (see CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY, 
Special Populations, Hepatic Insufficiency). Active liver disease or unexplained persistent 
transaminase elevations are contraindications to the use of rosuvastatin (see CONTRAINDICA- 
TIONS). Myopathy/Rhabdomyolysis Rare cases of rhabdomyolysis with acute renal 
failure secondary to myoglobinuria have been reported with rosuvastatin and with other drugs 
in this class. Uncomplicated myalgia has been reported in rosuvastatin-treated patients (see 
ADVERSE REACTIONS). Creatine kinase (CK) elevations (>10 times upper limit of normal) 
occurred in 0.2% to 0.4% of patients taking rosuvastatin at doses up to 40 mg in clinical studies. 
Treatment-related myopathy, defined as muscle aches or muscle weakness in conjunction with 
increases in CK values >10 times upper limit of normal, was reported in up to 0.1% of patients 
taking rosuvastatin doses of up to 40 mg in clinical studies. In clinical trials, the incidence of 
myopathy and rhabdomyolysis increased at doses of rosuvastatin above the recommended dosage 
range (5 to 40 mg). In postmarketing experience, effects on skeletal muscle, e.g. uncomplicated 
myalgia, myopathy and, rarely, rhabdomyolysis have been reported in patients treated with HMG- 
CoA reductase inhibitors including rosuvastatin. As with other HMG-CoA reductase inhibitors, 
reports of rhabdomyolysis with rosuvastatin are rare, but higher at the highest marketed dose 
(40 mg). Factors that may predispose patients to myopathy with HMG-CoA reductase inhibitors 
include advanced age (>65 years), hypothyroidism, and renal insufficiency. Consequently: 

1. Rosuvastatin should be prescribed with caution in patients with predisposing factors for 
myopathy, such as, renal impairment (see DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION), advanced age, and 
inadequately treated hypothyroidism. 2. Patients should be advised to promptly report unexplained 
muscle pain, tenderness, or weakness, particularly if accompanied by malaise or fever. 
Rosuvastatin therapy should be discontinued if markedly elevated CK levels occur or myopathy is 
diagnosed or suspected. 3. The 40 mg dose of rosuvastatin is reserved only for those patients who 
have not achieved their LDL-C goal utilizing the 20 mg dose of rosuvastatin once daily (see 
DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION). 4. The risk of myopathy during treatment with rosuvastatin may 
be increased with concurrent administration of other lipid-lowering therapies or cyclosporine, (see 
CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY, Drug Interactions, PRECAUTIONS, Drug Interactions, and DOSAGE 
AND ADMINISTRATION). The benefit of further alterations in lipid levels by the combined use of 
rosuvastatin with fibrates or niacin should be carefully weighed against the potential risks of 
this combination. Combination therapy with rosuvastatin and gemfibrozil should generally be 
avoided. (See DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION and PRECAUTIONS, Drug Interactions). 5. The 
risk of myopathy during treatment with rosuvastatin may be increased in circumstances which 
increase rosuvastatin drug levels (see CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY, Special Populations, Race 
and Renal Insufficiency, and PRECAUTIONS, General). 6. Rosuvastatin therapy should also be 
temporarily withheld in any patient with an acute, serious condition suggestive of myopathy or 
predisposing to the development of renal failure secondary to rhabdomyolysis (e.g., sepsis, 
hypotension, dehydration, major surgery, trauma, severe metabolic, endocrine, and elec- 
trolyte disorders, or uncontrolled seizures). PRECAUTIONS General Before instituting 
therapy with rosuvastatin, an attempt should be made to control hypercholesterolemia with appro- 
priate diet and exercise, weight reduction in obese patients, and treatment of underlying medical 
problems (see INDICATIONS AND USAGE). Administration of rosuvastatin 20 mg to patients with 
severe renal impairment (CL cr <30 mL/min/1 .73 m 2 ) resulted in a 3-fold increase in plasma 
concentrations of rosuvastatin compared with healthy volunteers (see WARNINGS, Myopathy/ 
Rhabdomyolysis and DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION). The result of a large pharmacokinetic 
study conducted in the US demonstrated an approximate 2-fold elevation in median exposure in 
Asian subjects (having either Filipino, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese or Asian-Indian 
origin) compared with a Caucasian control group. This increase should be considered when 
making rosuvastatin dosing decisions for Asian patients. (See WARNINGS, Myopathy/ 
Rhabdomyolysis; CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY, Special Populations, Race, and DOSAGE AND 
ADMINISTRATION.) Information for Patients Patients should be advised to report 
promptly unexplained muscle pain, tenderness, or weakness, particularly if accompanied by 
malaise orfever. When taking rosuvastatin with an aluminum and magnesium hydroxide combina- 
tion antacid, the antacid should be taken at least 2 hours after rosuvastatin administration (see 
CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY, Drug Interactions). Laboratory Tests In the rosuvastatin 
clinical trial program, dipstick-positive proteinuria and microscopic hematuria were observed 
among rosuvastatin-treated patients, predominantly in patients dosed above the recommended 
dose range (i.e., 80 mg). However, this finding was more frequent in patients taking rosuvastatin 
40 mg, when compared to lower doses of rosuvastatin or comparator statins, though it was gener- 
ally transient and was not associated with worsening renal function. Although the clinical 
significance of this finding is unknown, a dose reduction should be considered for patients on 
rosuvastatin 40 mg therapy with unexplained persistent proteinuria during routine urinalysis 
testing. Drug Interactions Cyclosporine: When rosuvastatin 10 mg was coadministered 
with cyclosporine in cardiac transplant patients, rosuvastatin mean C max and mean AUC were 
increased 1 1 -fold and 7-fold, respectively, compared with healthy volunteers. These increases are 
considered to be clinically significant and require special consideration in the dosing of rosuva- 
statin to patients taking concomitant cyclosporine (see WARNINGS, Myopathy/Rhabdomyolysis, 



and DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION). Warfarin: Coadministration of rosuvastatin to patients on 
stable warfarin therapy resulted in clinically significant rises in INR (>4, baseline 2-3). In patients 
taking coumarin anticoagulants and rosuvastatin concomitantly, INR should be determined before 
starting rosuvastatin and frequently enough during early therapy to ensure that no significant 
alteration of INR occurs. Once a stable INR time has been documented, INR can be monitored at 
the intervals usually recommended for patients on coumarin anticoagulants. If the dose of rosuva- 
statin is changed, the same procedure should be repeated. Rosuvastatin therapy has not been 
associated with bleeding or with changes in INR in patients not taking anticoagulants. Gemfibrozil: 
Coadministration of a single rosuvastatin dose to healthy volunteers on gemfibrozil (600 mg twice 
daily) resulted in a 2.2- and 1 .9-fold, respectively, increase in mean Cmax and mean AUC of rosuva- 
statin (see DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION). Endocrine Function Although clinical studies 
have shown that rosuvastatin alone does not reduce basal plasma Cortisol concentration or impair 
adrenal reserve, caution should be exercised if any HMG-CoA reductase inhibitor or other agent 
used to lower cholesterol levels is administered concomitantly with drugs that may decrease the 
levels or activity of endogenous steroid hormones such as ketoconazole, spironolactone, and 
cimetidine. CNS Toxicity CNS vascular lesions, characterized by perivascular hemorrhages, 
edema, and mononuclear cell infiltration of perivascular spaces, have been observed in dogs 
treated with several other members of this drug class. A chemically similar drug in this class 
produced dose-dependent optic nerve degeneration (Wallerian degeneration of retinogeniculate 
fibers) in dogs, at a dose that produced plasma drug levels about 30 times higher than the mean 
drug level in humans taking the highest recommended dose. Edema, hemorrhage, and partial 
necrosis in the interstitium of the choroid plexus was observed in a female dog sacrificed mori- 
bund at day 24 at 90 mg/kg/day by oral gavage (systemic exposures 100 times the human 
exposure at 40 mg/day based on AUC comparisons). Corneal opacity was seen in dogs treated for 
52 weeks at 6 mg/kg/day by oral gavage (systemic exposures 20 times the human exposure at 
40 mg/day based on AUC comparisons). Cataracts were seen in dogs treated for 1 2 weeks by oral 
gavage at 30 mg/kg/day (systemic exposures 60 times the human exposure at 40 mg/day based 
on AUC comparisons). Retinal dysplasia and retinal loss were seen in dogs treated for 4 weeks by 
oral gavage at 90 mg/kg/day (systemic exposures 100 times the human exposure at 
40 mg/day based on AUC). Doses <30 mg/kg/day (systemic exposures <60 times the human 
exposure at 40 mg/day based on AUC comparisons) following treatment up to one year, did not 
reveal retinal findings. Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility In 
a 104-week carcinogenicity study in rats at dose levels of 2, 20, 60, or 80 mg/kg/day by 
oral gavage, the incidence of uterine stromal polyps was significantly increased in females at 
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80 mg/kg/day at systemic exposure 20 times the human exposure at 40 mg/day based on AUC. 
Increased incidence of polyps was not seen at lower doses. In a 107-week carcinogenicity study 
in mice given 10, 60, 200 mg/kg/day by oral gavage, an increased incidence of hepatocellular 
adenoma/carcinoma was observed at 200 mg/kg/day at systemic exposures 20 times human expo- 
sure at 40 mg/day based on AUC. An increased incidence of hepatocellular tumors was not seen at 
lower doses. Rosuvastatin was not mutagenic or clastogenic with or without metabolic activation 
in the Ames test with Salmonella typhimurium and Escherichia coll, the mouse lymphoma assay, 
and the chromosomal aberration assay in Chinese hamster lung cells. Rosuvastatin was negative 
in the in vivo mouse micronucleus test. In rat fertility studies with oral gavage doses of 5, 15, 
50 mg/kg/day, males were treated for 9 weeks prior to and throughout mating and females were 
treated 2 weeks prior to mating and throughout mating until gestation day 7. No adverse effect on 
fertility was observed at 50 mg/kg/day (systemic exposures up to 10 times human exposure at 
40 mg/day based on AUC comparisons). In testicles of dogs treated with rosuvastatin at 
30 mg/kg/day for one month, spermatidic giant cells were seen. Spermatidic giant cells were 
observed in monkeys after 6-month treatment at 30 mg/kg/day in addition to vacuolation of semi- 
niferous tubular epithelium. Exposures in the dog were 20 times and in the monkey 10 times 
human exposure at 40 mg/day based on body surface area comparisons. Similar findings have 
been seen with other drugs in this class. Pregnancy Pregnancy Category X See CONTRA- 
INDICATIONS. Rosuvastatin may cause fetal harm when administered to a pregnant woman. 
Rosuvastatin is contraindicated in women who are or may become pregnant. Safety in pregnant 
women has not been established. There are no adequate and well-controlled studies of rosuva- 
statin in pregnant women. Rosuvastatin crosses the placenta and is found in fetal tissue and 
amniotic fluid at 3% and 20%, respectively, of the maternal plasma concentration following a 
single 25 mg/kg oral gavage dose on gestation day 16 in rats. A higher fetal tissue distribution 
(25% maternal plasma concentration) was observed in rabbits after a single oral gavage dose of 
1 mg/kg on gestation day 1 8. If this drug is administered to a woman with reproductive potential, 
the patient should be apprised of the potential hazard to a fetus. In female rats given oral gavage 
doses of 5, 1 5, 50 mg/kg/day rosuvastatin before mating and continuing through day 7 postcoitus 
results in decreased fetal body weight (female pups) and delayed ossification at the high dose 
(systemic exposures 10 times human exposure at 40 mg/day based on AUC comparisons). In 
pregnant rats given oral gavage doses of 2, 20, 50 mg/kg/day from gestation day 7 through lacta- 
tion day 21 (weaning), decreased pup survival occurred in groups given 50 mg/kg/day, systemic 
exposures >1 2 times human exposure at 40 mg/day based on body surface area comparisons. In 
pregnant rabbits given oral gavage doses of 0.3, 1, 3 mg/kg/day from gestation day 6 to lactation 
day 1 8 (weaning), exposures equivalent to human exposure at 40 mg/day based on body surface 
area comparisons, decreased fetal viability and maternal mortality was observed. Rosuvastatin 
was not teratogenic in rats at <25 mg/kg/day or in rabbits <3 mg/kg/day (systemic exposures 
equivalent to human exposure at 40 mg/day based on AUC or body surface comparison, respec- 
tively). Nursing Mothers It is not known whether rosuvastatin is excreted in human milk. 
Studies in lactating rats have demonstrated that rosuvastatin is secreted into breast milk at levels 
3 times higherthan that obtained in the plasma following oral gavage dosing. Because many drugs 
are excreted in human milk and because of the potential for serious adverse reactions in nursing 
infants from rosuvastatin, a decision should be made whether to discontinue nursing or adminis- 
tration of rosuvastatin taking into account the importance of the drug to the lactating woman. 
Pediatric Use The safety and effectiveness in pediatric patients have not been established. 
Treatment experience with rosuvastatin in a pediatric population is limited to 8 patients with 
homozygous FH. None of these patients was below 8 years of age. Geriatric Use Of the 
10,275 patients in clinical studies with rosuvastatin, 3,159 (31%) were 65 years and older, and 
698 (6.8%) were 75 years and older. The overall frequency of adverse events and types of 
adverse events were similar in patients above and below 65 years of age. (See WARNINGS, 
Myopathy/Rhabdomyolysis.) The efficacy of rosuvastatin in the geriatric population (>65 years of 
age) was comparable to the efficacy observed in the non-elderly. ADVERSE REACTIONS 
Rosuvastatin is generally well tolerated. Adverse reactions have usually been mild and transient. In 
clinical studies of 1 0,275 patients, 3.7% were discontinued due to adverse experiences attributable 
to rosuvastatin. The most frequent adverse events thought to be related to rosuvastatin 
were myalgia, constipation, asthenia, abdominal pain, and nausea. Clinical Adverse 
Experiences Adverse experiences, regardless of causality assessment, reported in >2% of 



patients in placebo-controlled clinical studies of rosuvastatin are shown in Table 1; discontinua- 
tions due to adverse events in these studies of up to 1 2 weeks duration occurred in 3% of patients 
on rosuvastatin and 5% on placebo. 

Table 1. Adverse Events in Placebo-Controlled Studies 



Rosuvastatin Placebo 

Adverse event N=744 N=382 

Pharyngitis 9l TF~ 

Headache 5.5 5.0 

Diarrhea 3.4 2.9 

Dyspepsia 3.4 3.1 

Nausea 3.4 3.1 

Myalgia 2.8 1.3 

Asthenia 2.7 2.6 

Back pain 2.6 2.4 

Flu syndrome 2.3 1.8 

Urinary tract infection 2.3 1.6 

Rhinitis 2.2 2.1 

Sinusitis 2.0 1.8 



In addition, the following adverse events were reported, regardless of causality assessment, in 
>1% of 10,275 patients treated with rosuvastatin in clinical studies. The events in italics occurred 
in >2% of these patients. Body as a Whole: Abdominal pain, accidental injury, chest pain, infec- 
tion, pain, pelvic pain, and neck pain. Cardiovascular System: Hypertension, angina pectoris, 
vasodilatation, and palpitation. Digestive System: Constipation, gastroenteritis, vomiting, flatu- 
lence, periodontal abscess, and gastritis. Endocrine: Diabetes mellitus. Hemic and Lymphatic 
System: Anemia and ecchymosis. Metabolic and Nutritional Disorders: Peripheral edema. 
Musculoskeletal System: Arthritis, arthralgia, and pathological fracture. Nervous System: 
Dizziness, insomnia, hypertonia, paresthesia, depression, anxiety, vertigo, and neuralgia. 
Respiratory System: Bronchitis, cough increased, dyspnea, pneumonia, and asthma. Skin and 
Appendages: Rash and pruritus. Laboratory Abnormalities: In the rosuvastatin clinical trial 
program, dipstick-positive proteinuria and microscopic hematuria were observed among rosuva- 
statin-treated patients, predominantly in patients dosed above the recommended dose range (i.e., 
80 mg). However, this finding was more frequent in patients taking rosuvastatin 40 mg, when 
compared to lower doses of rosuvastatin or comparator statins, though it was generally transient 
and was not associated with worsening renal function. (See PRECAUTIONS, Laboratory Tests.) 
Other abnormal laboratory values reported were elevated creatinine phosphokinase, transami- 
nases, hyperglycemia, glutamyl transpeptidase, alkaline phosphatase, bilirubin, and thyroid 
function abnormalities. Other adverse events reported less frequently than 1 % in the rosuvastatin 
clinical study program, regardless of causality assessment, included arrhythmia, hepatitis, hyper- 
sensitivity reactions (i.e., face edema, thrombocytopenia, leukopenia, vesiculobullous rash, 
urticaria, and angioedema), kidney failure, syncope, myasthenia, myositis, pancreatitis, photosen- 
sitivity reaction, myopathy, and rhabdomyolysis. Postmarketing Experience In addition 
to the events reported above, as with other drugs in this class, the following event has been 
reported during post-marketing experience with CRESTOR, regardless of causality assessment: 
very rare cases of jaundice. OVERDOSAGE There is no specific treatment in the event of 
overdose. In the event of overdose, the patient should be treated symptomatically and supportive 
measures instituted as required. Hemodialysis does not significantly enhance clearance of rosuva- 
statin. DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION The patient should be placed on a standard 
cholesterol-lowering diet before receiving CRESTOR and should continue on this diet during treat- 
ment. CRESTOR can be administered as a single dose at any time of day, with or without food. 
Hypercholesterolemia (Heterozygous Familial and Nonfamilial) and 
Mixed Dyslipidemia (Fredrickson Type Ma and lib) The dose range for CRESTOR 
is 5 to 40 mg once daily. Therapy with CRESTOR should be individualized according to goal of 
therapy and response. The usual recommended starting dose of CRESTOR is 10 mg once daily. 
However, initiation of therapy with 5 mg once daily should be considered for patients requiring less 
aggressive LDL-C reductions, who have predisposing factors for myopathy, and as noted below for 
special populations such as patients taking cyclosporine, Asian patients, and patients with severe 
renal insufficiency (see CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY, Race, and Renal Insufficiency, and Drug 
Interactions. For patients with marked hypercholesterolemia (LDL-C >1 90 mg/dL) and aggressive 
lipid targets, a 20-mg starting dose may be considered. After initiation and/or upon titration of 
CRESTOR, lipid levels should be analyzed within 2 to 4 weeks and dosage adjusted accordingly. 
The 40-mg dose of CRESTOR is reserved only for those patients who have not achieved their 
LDL-C goal utilizing the 20 mg dose of CRESTOR once daily (see WARNINGS, Myopathy/ 
Rhabdomyolysis). When initiating statin therapy or switching from another statin therapy, the 
appropriate CRESTOR starting dose should first be utilized, and only then titrated according to 
the patient's individualized goal Of therapy. Homozygous Familial Hypercho- 
lesterolemia The recommended starting dose of CRESTOR is 20 mg once daily in patients 
with homozygous FH. The maximum recommended daily dose is 40 mg. CRESTOR should be used 
in these patients as an adjunct to other lipid-lowering treatments (e.g., LDL apheresis) or if such 
treatments are unavailable. Response to therapy should be estimated from pre-apheresis LDL-C 
levels. Dosage in Asian Patients Initiation of CRESTOR therapy with 5 mg once daily 
should be considered for Asian patients. The potential for increased systemic exposures relative to 
Caucasians is relevant when considering escalation of dose in cases where hypercholesterolemia 
is not adequately controlled at doses of 5, 10, or 20 mg once daily. (See WARNINGS, 
Myopathy/Rhabdomyolysis, CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY, Special Populations, Race, and 
PRECAUTIONS, General). Dosage in Patients Taking Cyclosporine In patients taking 
cyclosporine, therapy should be limited to CRESTOR 5 mg once daily (see WARNINGS, 
Myopathy/Rhabdomyolysis, and PRECAUTIONS, Drug Interactions). Concomitant Lipid- 
Lowering Therapy The effect of CRESTOR on LDL-C and total-C may be enhanced when 
used in combination with a bile acid binding resin. If CRESTOR is used in combination with 
gemfibrozil, the dose of CRESTOR should be limited to 10 mg once daily (see WARNINGS, 
Myopathy/Rhabdomyolysis, and PRECAUTIONS, Drug Interactions). Dosage in Patients 
With Renal Insufficiency No modification of dosage is necessary for patients with mild to 
moderate renal insufficiency. For patients with severe renal impairment (CL cr <30 mL/min/ 
1 .73 m 2 ) not on hemodialysis, dosing of CRESTOR should be started at 5 mg once daily and not to 
exceed 10 mg once daily (see PRECAUTIONS, General, and CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY, Special 
Populations, Renal Insufficiency). 

NOTE: This summary provides important information about CRESTOR. For more information, 
please ask your doctor or health care professional about the full Prescribing Information and 
discuss it with them. 
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vet voice 



offenders, gently reminding 
them about proper flag care. Tat- 
tered flags could be picked up 
for ceremonial burning. Post- 
cards could be sent to inform 
offenders of this service, along 
with flag-care instructions. 
Hopefully a wall of shame will 
not be necessary in order to give 
Old Glory due respect. 

- Dave Rosay and Jerry Pattison, 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Amnesty alternative 

A large percentage of the 
illegal immigrants in America 
are poor, uneducated, and 
culturally bound to the coun- 
tries and people they left 
behind. Language and assimila- 
tion are major obstacles for 
many illegal and sometimes 
legal immigrants who become 
disenfranchised. One solution 
that does not involve amnesty 
and does not reward illegal 
behavior would be to require all 
persons in the United States 
illegally to, in an appropriate 
capacity, work for a section of 
the Department of Defense for a 
predetermined period of time 
prior to getting their citizenship. 

Recently, despite statistics 
from the Department of Defense, 
many organizations within and 
outside of the government have 
raised concern over the number 
of personnel enlisting in the 
military and the retention of 
those already serving. Addition- 
ally, with all of the problems in 
Iraq, it is clear that a larger 
fighting and support force could 
restore a higher degree of order. 
Under this potential plan, people 
of military age would be enlist- 
ed and attend boot camp and 
remain in the military until 
their service obligation is met. 



Those not of military age would 
be hired as DoD civilians and 
perform appropriate tasks inside 
and outside of America. 

- Siraj Alyami, deputy director, 
Center for Democracy and Human 
Rights in Saudi Arabia, Washington 

Service first 

People sometimes ask me why 
I am a member of The American 
Legion. Other than the fact that 
the Legion has many great 
programs providing for and 
supporting our youth and our 
veterans, I have a personal 
reason. I started college in 1958 
and immediately applied for 
Korean War GI Bill benefits to 
attend school. After two months 
of waiting for my first check, I 
was getting desperate. One of 
the other veterans at my school 
told me to contact an American 
Legion field representative. I told 
him I was not a member; he said 
it didn't matter and to contact 
him anyway. I took his advice 
and within 10 days I had checks 
in the mail. 

I am grateful to the Legion for 
providing this service to me. I 
have been a member for 22 
years and will continue my 
membership and support. 

- Lawrence D. Morrell, 
Albuquerque, N.M. 

Legion service officers, I 
believe, do a tremendous job for 
us disabled veterans. One man 
in particular is Clare Blakeslee 
of the Erie, Pa., district, who 
literally saved my life. I was a 
disabled veteran for about 35 
years before I was introduced to 
Mr. Blakeslee, only receiving 30 
percent at the time and unable 
to do my job. He took my 
records and immediately went to 



the regional VA, insisting it 
review them. I was awarded a 
60-percent unemployable 
disability rating, the same as 
100 percent. 

At one time, Mr. Blakeslee was 
department commander of the 
Pennsylvania American Legion 
while still working as a service 
officer. This man is so dedicated 
to veterans, and I believe he 
should get all the accolades any 
veteran deserves. 

- Chet Figurski, Girard, Pa. 

Thanks all around 

As a life member of The Amer- 
ican Legion, VFW and DAV, I 
personally want to thank every 
post, unit, chapter, district and 
department in the country for 
the supplies, labor and money 
given to Louisiana, Mississippi 
and the Gulf Coast for hurricane 
relief. We are bouncing back, 
but only with your help are we 
doing it so well. 

- Louis Hamilton, adjutant, Dupuy- 
Nea I -Garcia Post 126, Bunkie, La. 

Corrections: In the August issue, 
the Iran hostage crisis timeline 
should have stated that three 
U.S. Marines and five members 
of the U.S. Air Force were killed 
during the Desert One rescue 
attempt. They were Sgt. John D. 
Harvey, Cpl. George N. Holmes Jr. 
and Staff Sgt. Dewey L. Johnson 
of the U.S. Marine Corps, and 
Capt. Charles T. McMillan II, 
Capt. Richard L. Bakke, Capt. 
Harold L. Lewis, Tech. Sgt. Joel 
C. Mayo and Capt. Lynn D. 
Mcintosh of the U.S. Air Force. 

Also, a sidebar to "Deeds, Not 
Words," should have stated that 
Sgt. Edward A. Carter Jr. killed 
six German soldiers and captured 
two others in March 1945. 
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Restrict federal surveillance programs 




SUPPORT 

Rep. Anna G. Eshoo, 
D-Calif. 

■ Eshoo is a member of the 
House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence. 



We now know President Bush approved a pro- 
gram allowing the National Security Agency carte 
blanche to eavesdrop on phone calls and e-mails of 
U.S. citizens, all outside the 1978 law created for 
this very purpose, the Foreign Intelligence Surveil- 
lance Act (FISA). 

This law has worked extremely well, protecting 
our national-security needs 
and civil liberties. Only four of 
more than 130,000 warrants 
sought from the FISA Court 
have ever been denied. The 
law even permits warrants to 
be requested in emergency 
situations up to 72 hours after surveillance begins. 

Congress has been flexible in modifying the law 
to meet emerging threats and technological 
advances in communications. If the president 
believes the law is inadequate, he should inform 
Congress and, working with us, fix it. Instead, the 
administration has chosen to run roughshod over 
the Fourth Amendment requirement that govern- 
ment searches be backed by probable cause, falsely 
claiming that when Congress authorized use of 
force against Afghanistan after 9/11 we gave the 
president power to bypass the FISA Court. 

We did not then, nor should we now. That's why 
Congress should pass H.R. 5371, the Lawful 
Intelligence and Surveillance of Terrorists in an 
Emergency by NSA (LISTEN) Act. I'm proud to 
sponsor this bill, which requires the government to 
comply with FISA for surveillance of U.S. citizens 
and explicitly rebukes the notion that Congress 
authorized the administration to circumvent FISA. 
Our national security does not require dumping 
this law, which has been time-tested through 
Republican and Democratic administrations. 

As elected officials, we have a duty to protect 
our Constitution and our country. We abdicate that 
duty if we allow our freedoms and civil liberties to 
become casualties in our fight against terrorism. 




OPPOSE 

Rep. Pete Hoekstra, 
R-Mich. 

■ Hoekstra is chairman of the 
House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence. 



We are in the first war of the information age, 
and we have a critical advantage over our enemy: 
we are far better at gathering intelligence. The 
National Security Agency's Terrorist Surveillance 
Program (TSP) uses this advantage to keep U.S. 
citizens safe. That I have to write about such a 
highly classified program in The American Legion 
Magazine should frustrate all 
Legionnaires. Illegal disclo- 
sure of the surveillance 
program has alerted al- 
Qaeda to the existence of a 
critical tool in our war 
against it and damaged a 
program that is limited in scope. 

The American homeland was first hit Feb. 26, 
1993, the date of the first attack on the World Trade 
Center. Unfortunately, many did not realize then 
that radical Islamists had declared war against 
America. Despite the devastation of 9/11 and many 
subsequent attacks against our interests abroad, 
many refuse to believe it now, which is why they 
cavalierly, and dangerously, dismiss the damage 
caused by illegal leaks of programs like TSP. 

As Andrew McCarthy, prosecutor of the terror- 
ists in the first World Trade Center attack, says, 
"This is really about penetrating the communica- 
tions of the enemy in a war where intelligence is 
more important than in any war we've ever 
had. We can't conquer their territory. We can't 
blockade them. Our only effective offense is to 
gather information to try to find out what they'll 
hit next and try to prevent that." 

We should want and expect the intelligence com- 
munity to know as much as possible about terror- 
ists' plotting and how they plan to pay for their 
heinous deeds. 

Legionnaires have fought the world over to help 
secure our freedoms. I hope to enlist you in one 
last fight to protect our homeland by urging those 
in government and the press to protect our secrets. 



THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

Stories about secret NSA programs 
have led to demands that federal 
surveillance activities be restricted. 
Supporters say the programs are 
legal and should remain secret 



CONTACT YOUR LEADERS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 



COLLECT A YARD FULL 
OF LEAVES.. .WHILE 
YOU RIDE! 
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OPTIONAL EXTENSION 
HOSE GETS INTO TIGHT 
SPOTS! Easy-handling hose vacuums 
debris from under shrubs, out of flower 
beds. ..any hard-to-reach area. 

TRY IT FOR 6 MONTHS RISK-FREE! 

If you are not 100% satisfied with the DR® LEAF and LAWN 
VACUUM, we'll take it back and give you a complete refund 
of your purchase price! 



DON'T SPEND 
ANOTHER 
WEEKEND RAKING 

It happens every fall. Your yard gets covered with leaves 
and you spend hours every weekend collecting them. But 
not any more. With the DR® LEAF and LAWN VACUUM, a 
weekend chore can be completed in hours while you ride! 

YOUR VACUUM-CLEANED LAWN 
WILL LOOK BEAUTIFUL 

Using a high-powered vacuum that attaches to your 
mower's deck, the DR® LEAF and LAWN VACUUM collects 
leaves, grass clippings, pine needles, pine cones, nuts, and 
twigs with an incredible 85 mph suction force. As it's col- 
lected, the debris is run through our Patented Shark-Teeth™ 
mulching system, reducing 10 garbage bags of leaves to 
just l! The result is a clean lawn that's never looked better. 
And best of all, the job is done in the time it takes to drive 
around your property! 

DUMPS OR BAGS COLLECTED 
MATERIALS 

When you're done, the DR® tilts back to unload up to 
315 gallons of shredded material in one easy motion. 
Or use the optional bagging system and fill up to 
9 garbage bags with debris, for easy curbside 
disposal. 

AMERICA'S BEST 
SELECTION 

From our tow-behind models 
for larger roperties...to our 
new Walk-Behind Series 
(see right) for not-so- 
large lawns, tight spots 
and hills. 

Call TOLL-FREE For 
a FREE DVD and Catalog 

1-800-529-011 

YES! Please rush me a FREE DVD and Catalog with full details 
of the Amazing DR® LEAF and LAWN VACUUM, including your 
6 month free trial offer, low, factory-direct prices, Walk-Behind 
and Tow-Behind Models, and seasonal savings now in effect. 

Name 



Address _ 
City 



. State _ 



-Zip. 



E-mail . 



DR® POWER EQUIPMENT, Dept. 54885A 
127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT 05491 

www.DRleafvac.com 





THE FASTEST, EASIEST-TO-USE 
WALK-BEHIND YARD VAC EVER! 



The DR® LEAF and LAWN VACUUM vacuums your lawn clean — 
outperforming any other walk-behind yard vac HANDS DOWN! Here's how — 



• BETTER BY DESIGN 

Dust-Tamer™ System directs 
dust downward, away from 
the operator.. .easy, no-zipper 
Trac-Lok™ unloading system... 
adjust-on-the-fly Acu-Vac™ 
Intake opens to vacuum deep 
layers of leaves, or closes 
down for hard-to-pick-up 
acorns, pine needles, or nuts! 

• AMAZING VACUUM 
FORCE! This machine will 
even pick up whole cans and 
bottles without a hiccup! 

• PERFECT FOR 
VACUUMING tight 
spots, hilly areas, driveways, 
sidewalks, patios, thick leaves, 
grass clippings, seeds from 
trees, almost an/yard debris! 




Adjust-on -the 
Acu-Vac™ Intake 





AMERICA'S BEST 
SELECTION 

from our new walk- 
behind models for 
smaller properties... 
to our large capacity 
models that tow behind 
your riding mower. 



For a Free Catalog and DVD Call Toil-Free 

1-877-200-6644 

or Visit us at www.DRleafvac.com 

Please rush me a FREE Catalog and DVD 

...with full details of the Amazing DR® LEAF and LAWN VACUUM, 
including your 6 month free trial offer, low, factory-direct prices, Walk- 
Behind and Tow-Behind Models, and seasonal savings now in effect. 



No-zipper Trac-Lok ™ 
unloading system 



• VACUUM HOSE ATTACHMENT gets into 
hard-to-reach places. Cleans leaves and debris out 
of perennial beds and ground covers without 
damaging plants. 



Address . 



City. 



-Zip- 



E-mail . 



DR® POWER EQUIPMENT, Dept. 54885B 
127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT 05491 

www.DRleafvac.com 
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Paul A. Morin joins the fight for veterans benefits 
as The American Legions new national commander. 

BY MATT GRILLS 

Almost daily, Paul Morin walks the halls of 
the Soldiers' Home in Holyoke, Mass., 
greeting residents by their first names and 
brightening their days with smiles and hand- 
shakes. He knows them, and they know him. 
He's the superintendent of their facility. He's 
also their friend. 

"Who's cheating?" Morin teases as he walks 
by a group of women playing cards. They 
laugh, and Morin turns back to his conversa- 
tion. He's describing to visitors a $14.5-million 
project under way at the Soldiers' Home that 
includes central air conditioning, hardwood 
floors and asbestos removal. Morin has 
managed 50 percent of the improvements, and 



by the time he returns next fall from his year 
sabbatical serving as national commander of 
The American Legion, the project will be 
finished. The end result: a better place to 
live for the home's 275 residents, a better 
place to work for its 400 employees, and a 
more pleasant experience for the 5,000 or 
so veterans treated there each year on an 
outpatient basis. 

"We offer a full line of medical care, and 
that's what's unique about soldiers' homes in 
Massachusetts," Morin says, naming just a few 
of the services available to veterans at Holyoke 
and across the state at Chelsea: community 
homes, domiciliary living, long-term care, 





Before being elected national commander of The 
American Legion, Paul Morin served as chairman of 
the Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Commission - 
his favorite position in a Legion career spanning 30 
years. "Veterans advocacy has always been in our 
blood," says Morin's son, Paul. Tom Strattman 

dementia care, rehabilitation, hospice and 
outpatient clinical care. But oversight of those 
services is just the nuts and bolts of his job. 
Since he was named superintendent in 1997, 
Morin has labored to make patients comfort- 
able and content. 

"Whether it's sitting on a rocker on the front 
porch or new furniture at the gazebo or the 
walkway in the garden, those fuzzy, warm 
things make this truly a home," he says. "I'm 
proud of this facility." 

Nobody's Fool. For now, the Soldiers' Home in 
Holyoke will carry on without Morin at the 
helm as he accepts a challenge just as reward- 



ing: steering The American Legion through 
the often-choppy seas of veterans advocacy, 
promoting Americanism and supporting the 
U.S. war on terrorism. No doubt his experi- 
ence in the field of veterans health care, 
coupled with political know-how, will serve 
him well as he represents the world's largest 
veterans organization. 

"No one's going to fool Paul in any way," 
says John P. "Jake" Comer, also of Massachu- 
setts, the Legion's national commander from 
1987-1988. "Because he runs the Soldiers' 
Home, he's got to go before the Massachusetts 
Legislature. I've seen him up there when 
budgets were refused, when he had to over- 
turn budgets with the governor and the state 
leadership. He would get in his vehicle and 
drive two hours to the statehouse and come 
back a winner." 

At a time when partisan politics is diluting 
veterans' influence on Capitol Hill, Morin's 
resume is an attention-getter. Besides his work 
in his home state, he's chaired the Legion's 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Commission 
and a special committee on the Capital Asset 
Realignment for Enhanced Services process, 
or CARES. He knows what he's talking about. 

"This war on terrorism is bringing back 
probably the highest number of young men 
and women who have lost limbs or sight that 
we've seen since World War II," Morin says. 
"We have a commitment to them, to fight for 
their benefits." 

As national commander, he plans to travel 
to VA hospitals, soldiers' homes and American 
Legion posts across the country to promote the 
right quality of health care for veterans, 
including the need for mandatory federal 
funding. "If we can accomplish that, I'll be 
more than happy," he says, hinting that the 
Legion's work on this front will only intensify 
on his watch. "We're an organization that 
doesn't walk away from a battle." 

Within the membership ranks, Morin will 
push for a new emphasis on programs like the 
National Emergency Fund, the Child Welfare 
Foundation and the National Creative Arts 
Festival for Veterans. He also wants to see the 
Legion move ahead with online dues payment. 
Whether that's via National Headquarters, 
departments or posts, "we need to have that 
mechanism in place," he says. "It will be a 
challenge because it's something different; it's 
out of the box. But if we're going to look to the 
younger generation, we need to do it." 



If you suffer from 



eadaches 



High Blood Pressure 
Arthritis 
Fibromyalgia 
Joint Pain 



Stiff Muscles 
Poor Circulation 
Insomnia 
Sleep Apnea 





How Does the Exerciser 
2000 Elite™ Work? 

The Exerciser 2000 Elite™ 
is easy to use... just lie down 
and place your ankles on the 
ankle rest. 

When you turn the 
machine on, it creates a 
2 inch lateral, right to left 
movement that moves the 
body back and forth. 

The gentle movement 
cycles up through the whole 
body, which, in turn, can 
promote loosening of the 
joints in the hips and spine 
and relaxation of the 
muscles in the back. 



You will enjoy using 
*e Exerciser 2000 -« 



TM 



Receive the benefits of 
aerobic exercise without 
stress or impact on the joints! 




Increase 
production and 
release of endorphins 
and nitric oxide 



Loosen joints in 
the hips and spine 



FEATURES 

• FDA Class 1 Registered 

• ETL Approval 

• 5 -speed operation 

• 2 pre-programmed selections — one 
for relaxation and one for energizing 

• Heavy duty, high torque DC motor 

• Wide cushioned ankle rest 
•16 minute digital timer with safety 

shut-off 

• 4 year parts and labor warranty 

• No risk 90 day money back 
guarantee 

t, cure or prevent any diseases. 



Invest in your health . . .Call Today! 



What people are saying about the Exerciser 2000™ Elite 



I love using the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ after my morning 
workout. It is an excellent way to cool down and it helps to start 
my day off right. — Deanna C, Kansas 

After using the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ twice a day for one 
week the swelling in my ankles went away. It has also helped my 
breathing, as I can get out and walk without having to stop and 
catch my breath! Thank you. — Shirley H., Florida 

I have had constipation problems for over 25 years. Since I 
have been using the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ I have been regular 
every day and have begun to lose weight. This is truly a blessing 
and is so easy to use. — Jeannie 

I use the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ during the day when my 
energy level starts to drop. After 15 minutes on the machine I 
am fully rejuvenated and ready to go again! I no longer have to 
rely on my afternoon espresso to get me through the day thanks 
to the Exerciser 2000™ Elite. — Linda T., Mass. 

My husband and I have been into natural products all of our 
lives but nothing has ever affected us like the Exerciser 2000™ 
Elite. My husband is 72 and delivers flowers all day long. He has 
to carry 5 gallon buckets of water and flowers that would give 
him backaches. Since using the machine, his back hasn't hurt 
him at all. My hips would hurt if I stood too long and I would 
get weak and have to sit down. Now it doesn't bother me at all. 
I can walk and sit as long as I want. I don't have to take pain 
medication anymore. When I get up in the morning, I jump 
right out of bed and I'm not stiff anymore. At 65, wow, this is 
great! Thank you for offering such a great machine. We are 
going to tell everyone we know about it. — Cheryl J. 

Edema Alleviated 

I was a beautician for over 40 years and developed edema 
from standing in the same place for long periods of time. I prac- 
ticed yoga to help keep my lymph system working. A few years 
after retiring, I had a stroke and could no longer exercise the 
way I used to do. I tried the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ and loved it. 
I started using the machine for 5 minutes and kept increasing 
the time. After using the machine daily for a few weeks, my 
symptoms of edema were completely gone. I now use the 
machine for 15 minutes every day and attribute my 
ongoing recovery to the Exerciser 2000™ Elite. — Lois 

Diabetics 

I am in my late 80's and have diabetes. The first thing 
I noticed when I started using my machine was that my 
feet were warm when I went to bed. They were always ice 
cold before. Because one of my problems is poor circula- 
tion, I use the machine three times a day for 10 minutes 
each; in the morning, late afternoon and just before bed. I 
almost forgot to mention that I have not been able to lift my 
arms above my head. Now I can do it. You think that's no big 
deal until you can't do it anymore. — Ralph K. 



A Brief Explanation from a Chiropractor 

The Exerciser 2000 Elite™ stimulates the spinal column 
through a rhythmic serpentine motion. While the spine is 
moving, the surrounding soft tissue is, also, moving. This 
musculature and ligamentous tissue is, also, being stretched and 
increased flexibility is gained. There is, also, a benefit of motion 
within all the tissues of the body, including, the myofacial 
tissues of the abdomen and chest. As these tissues are moved, we 
find that the circulation has increased, and especially in the lym- 
phatic tissues, we see a circulation that is increased dramatically, 
as these tissues require motion to function, as they are not under 
pressure like the arterial and venous systems. 

I would like to state that the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ is a 
neuromuscular reeducation, and thus can be billed in the office 
for professionals who wish to do so. It can be billed under 
neuromuscular reeducation or myofacial release. 

In conclusion, I would like to say that the Exerciser 2000 
Elite™ fits very well into the vitalistic philosophy. It enables 
people to benefit themselves at home. It is a valuable asset in 
moving lymph fluid, oxygenating the blood, increasing immune 
system function, maintaining mobility in the spine, and addi- 
tionally freeing up a spine that has become stiff and arthritic. 

This machine assists and helps people maintain health and 
function throughout their life-times. — Garry Gorsuch, D. C. 

Sleep Apnea 

I had suffered with sleep apnea for many years and had been 
taking drugs for it. The end result was waking everyday with a 
total feeling of lethargy. After a sleep study had been done, I was 
told I would have to use a breathing apparatus. In the mean- 
time, I was introduced to the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ and decided 
to purchase one. 

To start with, I used it for just 4 minutes, three times a day 
on speed #3. Within two weeks I was using it three times a day 
for ten minutes each session. I was sleeping more deeply and 
restfully than ever before and I stopped taking drugs. 

Today, over a year later, I use the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ and 
am sleeping better than ever. My wife no 
longer complains about my snoring, which 
has all but abated and I feel great. 
— David B. 




To learn more, ask for this book! 

For individuals who find it difficult to 
get up and down from the floor, a spe- 
cially built table to accommodate the 
I Exerciser 2000 Elite™ is available. 

\ Mention this ad and save over $100. 

No risk 90 day money 
back guarantee. 



1-800-748-7172 



CLARK enterprises 

240 Berg Road, Salina, KS 67401 



Morin also wants to lay the groundwork for a 
"buddy system" to help posts boost their renewal 
rates, a method by which active members are 
responsible for calling a portion of their post 
roster two or three times a year just to say hello 
and highlight something the local post is doing. 

"I think we've lost touch with our member- 
ship," he says. "Let's make sure there's personal 
contact other than for solicitation and annual 
dues. Unfortunately, it often takes a national 
disaster, as seen in Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Alabama. One young lady didn't know if she was 
going to renew her membership, but in her 
darkest hour, who came through for her with a 
quick $1,500 (emergency cash grant) but The 
American Legion? We do a lot of great things, but 
our own members don't even know about them." 

Public Servant. Morin 
learned at an early 
age how to respect 
and honor veterans. 
He was born and 
raised in Chicopee, 
Mass., a city that 
proudly sent 6,254 
men and women, or a 
fifth of its adult 
population, to fight in 
World War II. Today, 
it is among the top 
five cities in the state 
in terms of veterans 
population. 

Chicopee is still 
home to Morin, who 
lives just a couple of 
streets over from the 
house where he grew 
up. His father and 
uncles were World 
War II Navy veterans, 
making him the first 

to break tradition when he enlisted in the Army 
in July 1972. He was stationed at Fort Dix, N.J., 
for two years, serving as a field lineman and 
supply specialist, before returning to Chicopee to 
resume a love affair with local politics that 
started in his teens. At 14, Morin got involved 
with his first mayoral race, and he became the 
city's first 18-year-old to run for political office - 
specifically, ward alderman. He lost the race, but 
it launched a career in public service that includ- 
ed stints as the city's purchasing agent and, later, 
administrative assistant to the mayor. 




Morin met Elaine 14 years ago at 
the Soldiers' Home, where she is 
a registered nurse. 



Tom Strattman 



Top 10 things you don't know 
about Paul A. Morin 

He hates shaving. "When I was young, 
I used to say that when I made my first 
million I'd have the hair removed from my 
face so I'd never have to shave again." 

Q Before entering public service, he 
delivered the Springfield Daily News. He 
also worked as a dishwasher at Lucky 
Strike, a local restaurant. 

O His retirement plan is to become a 
"beach bum" at Hampton Beach, N.H., 
his favorite vacation spot. 

y His first American Legion national 

convention was at Salt Lake City. Elaine's 
first convention as his guest also was at 
Salt Lake City. And the convention where 
he was elected national commander? Salt 
Lake City. 

^ Christmas is his favorite holiday, and he 
goes all out in decorating, even setting 
up a Christmas village throughout the 
house. "I call it a village. Elaine calls it a 
metropolis," he says. She defends her 
label: "It's got zoning. It's got districting. 
It's even got a mayor." 

C He'll choose gardening over golf any day. 
When he has a free Saturday or Sunday, 
you'll find him out back, dressed in dirty 
jeans and a shirt with holes, tending to his 
perennials. 

A His favorite bedtime snack is eating 
peanut butter out of the jar. 

O Though his grown children laugh about 
it, he still drives the family car: a 1995 
Chevy "Sporty Shorty" van. He plans to 
replace it someday with a two-seater 
sports car. 

2 He has a tendency to sit on his glasses. 

^ Deep down, he's a softy. "He's very 
emotional when it comes to the 
children," Elaine confesses. "He's sad 
when they're sad. He feels for them when 
they're going through problems, whether 
they be little, big, real or imagined. He's 
made trips all the way up to the cape 
because one of his daughters needed him, 
and he did it at the spur of the moment." 



MERCURY HAS EARNED ITS PLACE ON TOP OF MANY LISTS, while helping a child 

make the dean's list. 




The American Legacy Scholarship Fund helps send children of deceased military 
personnel to college. You can help support them by saving an extra $400* on 
top of any current public offer when you purchase any eligible new Mercury or 
Lincoln. Additionally, $100 will be donated to the Fund by Mercury. 

Recently, AutoPacific discovered that the 2006 Mercury 
Montego beat out every car, truck and SUV to win the Ideal 
Vehicle Award** They also learned that the 2006 Mercury Milan 
had the best in class vehicle satisfaction*** for a mid-size car. 
Together it's more than a coincidence. It's a bold declaration 
stating that, for our military personnel, only the best will do. MERCURY I NEW DOORS OPENED 

mercuryvehicles.com/legion 

*Program #32007, Participant must be a Legion member for a minimum of 60 days, eCoupon Bonus Cash toward the purchase or lease of any eligible new Lincoln Mercury vehicle, 
Offer exclusively for American Legion members, 18 years of age or older, who are Legionnaires, members of the Auxiliary or SAL, For each vehicle sold, Lincoln Mercury will donate 
$100 toward the American Legacy Scholarship Fund, This offer is in addition to all other offers and is transferable within immediate household, Take new retail delivery from dealer 
stock between 2/15/2006 and 1/2/2007, See your Lincoln Mercury Dealer for details, **2006 AutoPacific, Inc, Ideal Vehicle Award, ***2006 AutoPacific, Inc, Vehicle Satisfaction Award, 





Get your personalized $400 eCoupon at mercuryvehicles.com/legion. 
Then redeem it at your local Lincoln Mercury Dealer to help support this effort. 



After moving back to 
Chicopee, Morin found 
himself involved in 
more than politics. The 
city has five American 
Legion posts that at one 
time had more than 
2,000 members among 
them. His father helped 
found Aldenville Post 
337, where Morin has 
been a member for 31 
years. During that time, 
he has served as post 
commander and adju- 
tant, Third District 
commander and Massa- 
chusetts department 
commander. He led the 
department the same 
year Comer served as 
national commander. In 
addition, he's served or 
chaired a number of 
commissions and 
committees at both the 
department and national 
levels, including Chil- 
dren & Youth, Legisla- 
tive, Membership, 
Public Relations and 
Foreign Relations. 

"Paul's always been an ambitious man, and 
he always works hard at whatever he does," 
says Paul Brault, a Korean War veteran, 
longtime friend of Morin and Post 337 mem- 
ber. "I know he's doing a great job at the 
Soldiers' Home in Holyoke. I visit some friends 
of mine there, and they're well taken care of. 
As for him being national commander, it's one 
of the greatest things that could happen. He'll 
do the job." 

News of Morin's election met with cheers at 
the Soldiers' Home, too. "We're sorry to lose 
him for a year, but he's going to be in charge of 
the Legion," says World War II veteran and 
resident Joe Rogers. "I don't belong now, but 
I'll join with him at the head of it." 

Family Matters. Soldiers' Home employees also 
are proud of Morin, one in particular: the love 
of his life, Elaine. She's worked as a registered 
nurse in the outpatient department about 34 
years. They met 14 years ago, when he came 
on as assistant superintendent. She challenged 




As superintendent of the Soldiers' Home in 
Holyoke, Mass., Morin oversees nearly 400 
employees. Upgrades totaling $14.5 million are 
ongoing at the facility, which has 275 residents 
and treats about 5,000 veterans each year on 
an outpatient basis 



him to a game of 
cribbage on his break. 
She won, and they've 
been together since. 

"I was leery of getting 
involved with a man 
who was heavily 
involved with other 
things," Elaine says. 
"He reassured me from 
the get-go that he was 
only a little involved 
with the Legion. I have 
since learned to ask him 
to define words." 

All teasing aside, she's 
his biggest supporter. 
"Paul is one of the most 
politically savvy people I 
know," she says. "He is 
familiar from top to 
bottom with about any 
issue, especially those 
pertaining to veterans, 
and for that I deeply 
admire him. I've seen 
him go to political 
functions and go nose to 
nose and toe to toe with 
senators and representa- 
tives, continually 
badgering them regarding veterans and their 
concerns. The Legion is not going to get a better 
commander, especially one so knowledgable 
about veterans and their needs. We need that." 

The couple has six children: his four - Pat, 
Paul, Pam and Paige - and her two, Stacey and 
Jim. The family is close, frequently vacation- 
ing together at Hampton Beach. "We share a 
love with them," Morin says. "They know they 
always have this home to come to and that 
we're here to support them in whatever life 
brings to them." 

That investment has paid off. His son Paul, 
27, has picked up his father's torch, serving as 
recreation director at the Soldiers' Home in 
Chelsea. "Veterans advocacy has always been 
in our blood," Paul says of his father. "He's a 
great role model. Everybody has a hero, and my 
hero is my dad. He's always been for veterans, 
and he's always been for family. He's going to 
do a great job as national commander." || 

Matt Grills is assistant editor at The American 
Legion Magazine. 



Tom Strattman 
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Retirees are also eligible. 

Army and Army Reserve referrals, please call 
1-800-223-3735, ext. 6-0473 or visit 
www. usarec. army, mil/smart. 

Army National Guard referrals, please call 
1-800-464-8273, ext. 3727 or visit 
1800goguard. comlesar. 






EARN A $1,000 LUMP-SUM PAYMENT FOR REFERRING SOMEONE WHO ENLISTS 

(completes basic training, and graduates from Advanced Individual Training). Referrals must not have previously served in the Armed Forces. Individuals who are 
referred must enlist in either the active Army, Army Reserve or Army National Guard. The referrals must not be immediate family members. Soldier referring 
must not be serving in a recruiting or retention assignment. Exceptions are staff members who are not directly involved with the processing of applicants, 
including staff members receiving Special Duty Assignment Pay. Future Soldiers and Soldiers who are performing duties in the Hometown Recruiter 
Assistance Program, Special Recruiter Assistance Program, and Active Duty for Special Work Program are also eligible for the bonus. Army retirees who are 
JROTC instructors or high-school guidance counselors, teachers, or coaches (grades 11-12) are not eligible forthe bonus. For Army and Army Reserve referrals, 
call 1-800-223-3735 (ext. 6-0473), or visit the Web site at www.usarec.army.mil/smart. For Army National Guard referrals, call 1-800-464-8273 (ext. 3727), or 
visit the Web site at 1800goguard.com/esar. 
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Jaded Journalism 

Media bent on politically correct warfighting fail on the battlefront of truth. 



BY RALPH PETERS 

Last summer, the media featured two stories 
about our forces in Iraq. The first was the 
death of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, the world's most 
rabid terrorist, who was cornered and killed by 
special-operations troops working with the 
Air Force and the Army. For years, journalists had 
taunted military briefers about their inability to 
find and finish off Zarqawi. As long as he was on 
the loose, the terror master was portrayed as a 
dark, defiant giant. 

After we got him, the moment of triumph was 
brief. Within 48 hours, pundits-for-hire assured 
Americans that Zarqawi really didn't matter that 
much and that killing him changed nothing. In a 
week the story was dead. Our victories have 
no appeal to the group-think journal- 
ists who translate war to the 
American people. 



The second story involved the fatal rape of an 
Iraqi woman and her family's murder by U.S. 
soldiers. It was the first such incident in more than 
three years of war and occupation, and the media 
loved it. While Zarqawi's death received only a few 
days of diminishing coverage, the rape-murder 
incident was - and as of this writing, still is - 
many weeks in the headlines. America's main- 
stream media celebrated the rape-murder. 
It "proved" that their anti-military bias had been 
right all along. 

The facts are irrelevant to the press. Renegade 
behavior by our soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan 
has been extraordinarily low by historical stan- 
dards. America's armed forces today are the best- 
trained and best-disciplined we've ever had. 
Our men and women in uniform are 
professionals in the best sense of the 




word. More than that, they're patriots - a pejora- 
tive term to our media. While soldiers have, and 
enjoy, an inalienable right to complain, this is the 
least cynical military in living memory. Every 
time I visit our troops in Iraq or here at home, I'm 
humbled by how high morale remains amid a 
tough series of wars. It's certainly a different, and 
far better, military than the one I joined as a 
private 30 years ago. 

Yet, the media leap at every chance to portray 
our military as a broken, vicious force. The 
vampire's enthusiasm shown for drawing blood 
from every slight U.S. military misstep, while 
ignoring positive achievements, should shame 
today's journalists - but they can only be shamed 
by the disapproval of their colleagues, and their 
peers share their disdain for our troops. The truth 
is that a majority of America's major-media 
employees are unreflective left-wing conformists 
captivated by group-think even as they consider 
themselves bold individualists. In my personal 
experience, journalists and their colleagues 
working for the "mainstream media" are uniform 
in their sloppy, unexamined prejudices, which 
include an anti-military bias formed not from field 
experience or public service of any kind, but from 
myths and movies about the Vietnam era. 

It's not that every last journalist is "out to get" 
our military. There certainly are some fine, ethical 
journalists. Some are frankly hostile to those in 
uniform, but most are so lacking in self-awareness 
that they don't recognize the biases that taint their 
reporting. Journalists sheepishly toe the party line 
defined by the editorials and coverage in publica- 
tions such as The New York Times, the New York 
Review of Books and The New Yorker. Few are 
willing to challenge the consensus agreed upon by 
their colleagues - dissent isn't welcome within the 
media's inner circles, and contrary opinions about 
Iraq or our soldiers result in ostracism. 

As for the media's objectivity, that's nonsense. 
Shortly after the 2004 presidential election, I 
agreed to sit on a panel on contemporary warfare 
at a Washington symposium for a few hundred 
journalists. Traffic was unexpectedly light that day, 
so I arrived in time to witness the panel before 
mine. The New Yorker's Seymour Hersh began by 
remarking to the audience, "Well, our guy lost." 

There were a few murmurs from the crowd, but 
no one spoke out to challenge Hersh's assertion 
that John Kerry had been the media's candidate. 
Now, every American is free to support the party 
of his or her choice - I've personally voted for as 
many Democrats as Republicans - but when the 
media claim they're impartial, they're lying. Just 



as those who choose military careers generally 
hold conservative views, the self-selection in 
journalism leads to an overwhelmingly left- 
leaning press corps. Had a panelist stated that 
George W. Bush was the media's candidate, he 
would have been greeted with hoots, howls and 
outrage. But Hersh's assertion passed without a 
single complaint. 
Hersh was a shepherd who knew his sheep. 

Feeding Frenzy. Even before the rape-murder 
case, incidents involving alleged misbehavior by 
U.S. forces were favorites of the press. Abu Ghraib 
became a new Auschwitz at the media's hands, 
and Guantanamo was portrayed as equivalent to 
the Soviet Gulag. The alleged killing of Iraqi 
civilians by Marines at Haditha excited the press 
for months. No one in the media bothered to 
examine the historical record and run the num- 
bers. No one credited the U.S. military with 
maintaining unprecedented discipline in compari- 
son to other militaries and other wars. The media 
had decided that the Iraq war was bad, that failure 
was inevitable, and they were not going to allow 
any contrary evidence to interfere with their 
conclusions. Conditioned by Oliver Stone films, 
journalists "knew" that atrocities were bound to 
occur. Their impatience was palpable. When a few 
ugly incidents inevitably surfaced, the media 
amplified them, doing a disservice to our troops 
and our country - and to Iraq. 

Our citizens and the rest of the world's popula- 
tion hear little about the positive achievements and 
selflessness of our troops in Iraq or Afghanistan; 
the false image created by the media is of gangs of 
rapists and murderers. It may be the least accurate 
image in media history. Nor can it be dismissed, 
since the media have grown so powerful that they 
can overturn the verdict of the battlefield. No 
matter how much progress is made on the ground, 
if the media continue to declare failure, day after 
day and month and month, the American people 
will be ground down until they, too, are convinced 
that our cause is hopeless. That is exactly what the 
hard-left elements in the media seek. 

This feeding frenzy will continue because there 
will be more unacceptable incidents. No force will 
ever be composed entirely of saints, no matter how 
well recruits are screened. Even our volunteer 
military's high standards and rigorous training 
can't weed out every potential malefactor. Retired 
Army Gen. Barry R. McCaffrey, one of the few 
genuine heroes still visible within the Beltway, 
expresses it best. He points out that in every rifle 
company of about 130 there inevitably will be two 



or three sociopaths. That's far fewer than you 
would find in a random sampling of civilians, yet 
even one such individual can ravage a unit's 
mission and morale while doing strategic damage to 
our country. Unfortunately, as McCaffrey notes, the 
sociopaths don't come with signs on their foreheads 
identifying them as such. He stresses that it's a 
crucial task for leaders to rid their units of such 
men. Even so, some will slip through the system. 

The nature of our current operations, with 
platoons operating independently "far from the 
flagpole" and even 
squads given separate 
missions - such as 
manning checkpoints - 
makes things tougher 
on the chain of com- 
mand and easier for the 

sociopaths. A bad actor can seduce unsupervised 
soldiers into uncharacteristic mischief, especially 
under the stresses of ambushes, snipers and 
roadside bombs. 

The shabby behavior at Abu Ghraib, on the other 
hand, appeared to have its genesis in the boredom 
of routine, another incubator of misbehavior in 
war. Abu Ghraib was, above all, a leadership 
failure - a classic case of lazy officers trusting a 
wily sociopath who easily convinced his subordi- 
nates that abuse was part of their mission and 
their right. 

We must never tolerate a single criminal act by 
our troops. But we should be proud that there have 
been so few in our recent conflicts. We who have 
served in the past must make that case to the 
American people, since our media will never 
defend those in uniform. Unchallenged, journalists 
will always grab a headline at the expense of our 
soldiers. Sadly, this applies even to many of the 
best reporters in the field. 

The Embed Crisis. During Operation Iraqi Free- 
dom, embedding journalists with combat units 
was a resounding success. For a few months, our 
troops received positive, fair-minded coverage 
from men and women who had experienced 
combat at their sides. But the program was a 
long-term failure for reasons that had nothing to 
do with our soldiers and everything to do with 
media bias. 

From the standpoint of non-embedded, big-name 
journalists, the wartime program was a disaster. 
While celebrity and semi-celebrity journalists 
remained safe in luxury hotels, assuming they 
could build their stories from daily headquarters 
briefings as they had done during Operation 



in order to become a story in Iraq, a U.S. soldier 
must either be killed, severely wounded or 
accused of an atrocity 



Desert Storm, the airtime and the column space 
went instead to the embeds, who were reporting 
vivid life-and-death stories from the battlefield. 
The journalists who risked their lives with our 
troops advanced their careers. The stay-behinds 
resented it. 

The reaction set in quickly. Embedded journal- 
ists were accused of "sleeping with the enemy," or 
being seduced by the military. Of course, there just 
might be something seductive about having your 
backside kept alive by the skill and valor of our 

armed forces. In an 
Orwellian twist, report- 
ers who didn't want to 
risk life and limb, or 
even discomfort, were 
able to enforce the view 
that it was impossible to 
report accurately about the military if you spent 
time with the military. The prevailing view now is 
that journalists should keep their distance. Thus, 
in Iraq, reporters cluster in a few heavily guarded 
hotels and compounds in Baghdad, relying on Iraqi 
stringers with their own agendas and giving more 
credence to terrorist claims and rumors than to 
our military. 

During my last trip to Iraq, a little more than 30 
of the hundreds of U.S. and international journal- 
ists in Iraq were embedded with our forces. That 
low number included all the members of television 
and radio crews, so the actual number of reporters 
with the troops was probably fewer than 20. Few 
of those were "name" reporters working for major 
media outlets. 

In the perverse world of the media, we have 
journalists pretending to cover a war but declining 
to see firsthand what our military is eager to show 
them. In the past, reporters complained that the 
military denied them access. Now, when offered 
unprecedented access to everyone from generals 
down to lance corporals on dismounted combat 
patrols, the media demur, although they'll show up 
for a safe briefing in the Green Zone, where 
reporters can snipe at the briefing officer. 

In order to become a story in Iraq, a U.S. soldier 
must either be killed, severely wounded or ac- 
cused of an atrocity. Courage and success don't 
make the cut. 

Our Leadership Failure. Of course, few of us 
expect honest and honorable reporting from the 
mainstream media when it comes to military 
affairs. Today's journalists come overwhelmingly 
from privileged backgrounds - they never served 
in the military, don't have friends who joined the 
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You may be eligible to be compensated for your 
injuries by bringing a lawsuit against the 
asbestos industry. 

At Weitz & Luxenberg we maintain an extensive 
practice in representing the interests of asbestos 
victims. In fact, we represent thousands of 
victims, from all across the United States, and 
were instrumental in upholding the constitution- 
ality of asbestos litigation through the landmark 
Brooklyn Navy Yard and Consolidated 
Powerhouse trials, resulting in combined 



group verdicts of $166 million. 

We maintain a staff of over 50 attorneys and 250 
support personnel all primed to work closely 
with you to achieve maximum results. This 
may explain why for the last decade, a majority 
of all asbestos cases on the New York City trial 
docket were handled by Weitz & Luxenberg. 

For further information, and a free informa- 
tional booklet, call the law firm of Weitz & 
Luxenberg today. 
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New Jeffersons being handed over to Public 

General public only has 7 days to walk away with the 20 roll 'bricks' of money 




I 



By Daniel Cottrell 
Universal Media Syndicate 



It's like a run on the 
banks. The phones just 
keep ringing off the 
hook. 

That's because the 
U.S. Mint leaked 
plans to release 
these new Jefferson 
Nickels two months 
early. 

"Everyone wants 
them. It's a miracle we 
have them. Now, for only 
the next 7 days we are 
handing them over to everyone 
who calls the National Order 
Hotline beginning at 8:30 a.m. this 
morning," confirmed Timothy Milton, 
Chief of Coin Operations for the World 
Reserve Monetary Exchange. 

"It took the full power of this non- 
government agency to come through 
with the mammoth U.S. Mint ballistic 
bags of nickels shown in these private 
world exclusive photos," he said. 

"First issue coins like these are high- 
ly sought after, but we've never seen 
anything like this. Coin values fluctuate 
dramatically and there are never any 
guarantees so it's like comparing 
apples to oranges, but a forty coin 
bankroll of 1913 Buffalo nickels are now 
worth up to $26,000.00." 

Even more impressive are the new 
nickels just minted in 2004. In only 2 



\ 




years these new nickels have already 
increased in value by an astonishing 
1,098%," Milton said. 

"So just imagine what these special 
twenty five coin rolls of new Jeffersons 
could bring someday. These are not 
just the ordinary commercial forty 
coin bankrolls. You can't find them at 
the U.S. Mint, at the Federal Reserve 
or at any local bank. You can't get them 
rolled this way anywhere," he said. 

In fact, these twenty five coin rolls 
are so special because they remain 
sealed in the Official Vault Boxes. 
Each sealed vault box contains a 
'brick' of 20 rolls of new Jefferson 
Nickels in Brilliant, uncirculated con- 



■ VALUABLE: These 
are the 'bricks' of 20 special rolls of 
twenty five that everyone is trying to get. They are 
heavier than solid bars of .999 pure silver. Values of 
all coins fluctuate and there are never any guaran- 
tees, but in only two years, new nickels just mint- 
i ed in 2004 have already increased in value by an 
astonishing 1,098%. So, to get in on this one 
^ readers better hurry, because the first 10,000 
callers are getting 6 Free Rolls with each full 
vault box. 



dition, 500 coins in all. 

And here's the best part. "We are 
giving up all the rolls for just $7 each. 
The full Vault Boxes weigh more than a 
heavy solid bar of .999 pure silver. So 
be careful, you'll need both hands to 
pick them up," he said. 

"Remember they are uncirculated 
and have never been in the hands of 
the public. Uncirculated coins are the 
only ones likely to increase the most in 
value," said Milton. 

These full Vault Boxes of special 
Uncirculated Rolls are the most 
impressive gifts to hand out to children 
or grandchildren, family members or 
anyone special that you want to 
impress. You just won't believe the 
expression on people's faces when you 
hand them out. It's like you just gave 
them a Million Dollars. 

"The most impressive way to give 
them is in the full sealed Vault Boxes, 
but we can't stop people from breaking 
the boxes open and handing them out 
individually. So, to keep that from hap- 
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pening we are paying out a tremendous discount 
for each full vault box. That's why everybody 
seems to be taking at least 4 full boxes while they 
still have time to call to get them," Milton said. 

"Just think if you had saved several rolls of the 
2004 Nickels. Right now you'd be tempted to 
cash them all in for a huge jackpot. So for heav- 
en's sake, don't ever get left out like that again," 
urged Milton. 

Beginning today at 8:30 a.m., the National 
Order Hotline opens to the public. For only 7 
days they'll be handling the large number 
of calls. Readers must dial 1-800-326-3092 ask for 
Dept. JF2013. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

The World Reserve has just announced that it is 
also giving away 6 free uncirculated rolls of the 
new Jeffersons to everyone who beats the order 
deadline for the Official Vault Boxes. 

"We have to put limits on dealers. But everyone 
else who calls within the next 7 days should be able 
to get what they need," Milton said. ■ 

HOW TO GET 
FREE ROLLS 

The World Reserve has just announced that it is 
also giving away 6 free uncirculated rolls to everyone 
who beats the order deadline for each Vault Box. 

Those who beat the deadline and cover delivery will 
get the new Jefferson rolls for only $7. 

Each sealed Vault Box contains a 'brick' of 20 spe- 
cial sized rolls of twenty five Jeffersons in brilliant, uncir- 
culated condition, that's 500 coins in all. 

Beginning at 8:30 a.m. today readers can get them 
immediately by calling the National Order Hotline toll- 
free at 1-800-326-3092 and asking for Dept. JF2013. 

All shipments are backed by the power of the World 
Reserve Monetary Exchange with a money back guaran- 
tee up to $10,000.00. If you miss the deadline you will 
be turned away and required to wait for future public 
announcements if authorized by the World Reserve in 
this or other publications. 
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■ WORLD EXCLUSIVE: These are the never-before-seen photos that show the brilliant uncirculated coins now being released 
to the general public in a special effort by the World Reserve. The 'bricks' of 20 rolls can not be found from the U.S. Mint, the 
Federal Reserve or from any local bank. You can't get them in the twenty five coin rolls anywhere. Only those who beat the 
7 day deadline can get them, along with six rolls free with each official Vault Box. 



No one has the courage to challenge 
the dictatorship of the media. 



military and have nothing in common with those 
who serve in the military. The great war corre- 
spondents of the past came from the same blue- 
collar communities as the troops they covered. 
Now a reporter for a major news outlet probably 
has a journalism degree from an Ivy League or 
near-Ivy university, a consistent liberal voting 
record and no past service to our country of 
any kind. To today's celebrity journalists, 
our troops are bizarre 
creatures from another 
world. Ending the draft was 
great for our military but 
lousy for the country. 

But if our expectations of 
the media are low, we should be furious about the 
failure of our national leaders to stick up for our 
troops. Whether speaking of the senior Pentagon 
generals, the secretary of Defense or even our 
president, it's impossible to find anyone willing to 
speak bluntly about warfare. Instead of hearing 
confirmation that war is hell, the suggestion is that 
war's not even heck. Instead of coming to grips 
with the horror and ferocity of combat and at- 
tempting to explain the real costs of war to the 
American people, our leaders run for cover when- 
ever a worrisome story surfaces. The media's 
lynching of soldiers and Marines accused of 
"atrocities" goes unchallenged: our troops are 
guilty until proven innocent, while terrorists are 
innocent even after proven guilty. 

We have yet to hear a member of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff manfully tell a group of reporters that 
horrible things happen in even the best-managed 
war, that not every atrocity can be prevented, and, 
above all, that accused servicemembers deserve at 
least the same fairness in coverage as rapists, mass 
murderers and drug kingpins back home. Not one 
senior officer or official has taken the offensive, 
asking reporters if they've ever served in uniform 
in combat themselves. No one has the courage to 
challenge the dictatorship of the media. 

Instead, we have generals apologizing for crimes 
not yet confirmed to have been committed and 
pretending that we can wage immaculate wars 
with perfect safety for non-combatants. Lions on 
the battlefield turn into mice behind a microphone. 
Even President Bush, who long has been steadfast 
in support of the military, cowers at the mention of 
Guantanamo instead of stating firmly that such a 
prison is necessary, more humane than the in- 
mates deserve, and will not be closed to please the 
anti-American press. 

Political correctness has so poisoned the upper 
echelons of our military that, when a combat 



leader such as Marine Lt. Gen. Jim Mattis spoke 
honestly about warfare at a professional sympo- 
sium, he was censured by the Pentagon brass. 
More recently, an enlisted man who composed 
and performed a comic song about Iraq for his 
comrades in arms was treated as if he'd just 
firebombed an orphanage. When the generals 
and admirals - and their civilian superiors - 
have become so pathetically politically correct 
and weak-spirited that they 
no longer recognize a sol- 
dier's right to laugh about 
his miseries, we're in seri- 
ous trouble. 
Media outlets always take 
pains to insist that they love our troops; then 
they treat them as war criminals or, at best, as 
dupes and incompetents. Our uniformed leaders 
lack the courage to defend their subordinates 
against media assaults. 

Discouragingly, even the president who led us 
into war refuses to defend the men and women 
in uniform against the media. And the American 
people aren't convinced that we're really at war. 
As a veteran of Iraq put it to me at the Army 
War College last year, "An army at war, a nation 
at the mall." 

If our military and elected leaders, ever ready 
for a photo op with the troops, won't stand up for 
the men and women in uniform during wartime, 
who can? 

The answer is straightforward: you can - 
veterans and their families. Whether you're a 
veteran of the Second Gulf War or World War II, of 
Korea, of Vietnam or the Cold War, you and your 
family know what it's like to serve and suffer. Viet- 
nam vets, especially, understand how pernicious 
the media's effects can be on the homefront. 

You have to challenge media biases. You have to 
share your knowledge of war's realities with your 
neighbors who never served. You have to reach out 
to civic organizations and your local media. You 
have to scrutinize the behavior, not just the words, 
of the men and women for whom you vote. 

And you have to make certain that the men and 
women to whom you passed our flag receive 
respect and justice. || 

A former Army lieutenant colonel, Ralph Peters is a 
columnist for the New York Post and Armed Forces 
Journal. He's the author of 21 books, including the 
recent "Never Quit the Fight," which analyzes 
current U.S. conflicts and describes the wars 
America will have to fight tomorrow. He continues 
to work closely with the U.S. military. 
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fV^ atthew Bogdanos had already done 
I his job and done it well when news 
broke of wild looting at Iraq's national 
museum after the fall of Baghdad in April 
2003. As part of a highly classified, multi- 
agency counterterrorism task force in 
southern Iraq, the Marine colonel had 
recently helped identify a terrorist financing 
network and found dozens of Chinese-made 
missiles hidden in a warehouse. His tour of 
duty was not over, but it was about to take a 
dramatic shift. 

Bogdanos sought and received permission 
to investigate the thefts of priceless artifacts 
dating to the birth of civilization. His back- 
ground as a classical scholar only hardened 
his conviction that this wasn't just about 
disproving claims of U.S. involvement in the 
looting; this was about the people of the 
world and their common heritage, of which 
the only surviving relics were now missing. 

In his book "Thieves of Baghdad," Bogda- 
nos recounts how he risked his career and 
life in Iraq to recover national treasures of 
the Iraqi people. Though initial reports of 
170,000 missing items turned out to be 
wrong - the actual number was somewhere 
around 14,000 - Bogdanos says he considers 
each and every piece of infinite value to our 
understanding of history. "You don't get to 
do it over," he says. 




Though Bogdanos and his team recovered 
a large number of artifacts in armed raids, 
nearly 2,000 items were returned to the Iraq 
Museum by the end of 2003 due to an amnesty 
policy he devised and his ability to nurture 
relationships with locals who claimed they 
knew "a friend of a friend" who took this or 
that item for "safekeeping." Among the most 
prized objects now back in the museum is the 
Sacred Vase of Warka, the world's oldest 
known carved stone ritual vessel, dated to 
3200 B.C., returned in the trunk of a car in 
exchange for a museum invitation. The Mask 
of Warka, the world's oldest known naturalis- 
tic depiction of a human face, about 3100 B.C., 
was recovered by the U.S. Army's 812th 
Military Police Company in a predawn raid on 
a farmhouse north of Baghdad, where it was 
found buried in the backyard. The Bassetki 
Statue, one of the earliest examples of casting, 
dated to 2250 B.C., also found by the 812th, 
was submerged in a cesspool behind a ware- 
house and covered in grease by smugglers 
hoping to move it later. One of two copper 
Ninhursag bulls from the facade of the temple 
of Mesannipadda, King of Ur, about 2475 B.C., 
returned as a walk-in. A ninth-century B.C. 
Assyrian ivory headboard from Nimrud was 
recovered by Jordanian customs. U.S. Customs 
retrieved a diorite statue of Eannatum, King of 
Lagash, dated to 2450 B.C., last spring. 

The most significant recoveries are a collec- 
tion of riches from the Royal Tombs of Ur, 



about 2600-2500 B.C., and the Treasure of 
Nimrud, more than 1,000 pieces of jewelry and 
precious stones dating from the height of the 
Assyrian Empire, around 800 B.C. All were 
found in waterlogged metal boxes in the 
basement vault of Iraq's Central Bank. 

Other treasures are still missing. Bogdanos 
specifically mentions a ninth-century B.C. 
ivory plaque from Nimrud depicting a lioness 
attacking a Nubian. Only four inches tall, the 
plaque is decorated with carnelian and lapis 
lazuli inlays and is embossed in gold leaf. It is 
considered one of the world's most beautiful 
examples of ancient Near Eastern art. 

Bogdanos returned to New York in October 
2005, where he works in the district attorney's 
office prosecuting homicides, but he hasn't 
given up trying to recover Iraq's missing 
artifacts. In the meantime, "Thieves of Bagh- 
dad" - from which Bogdanos has donated all 
his royalties to the Iraq Museum - continues to 
draw media and public attention alike. Recent- 
ly, Valhalla Motion Pictures and Legendary 
Pictures obtained feature rights to the book 
and plan a film adaptation for Warner Bros. 

Bogdanos recently spoke with The American 
Legion Magazine about his continuing efforts 
to recover Iraq's missing antiquities. 

The American Legion Magazine: What is the 
status of the investigation into the looting of 
antiquities from the Iraq Museum? 
Matthew Bogdanos: I maintain my involve- 



Bogdanos in brief 

Grew up waiting tables in his family's Greek restaurant in lower Manhattan 

Middleweight boxer and native New Yorker 

Holds a classics degree from Bucknell University, a law degree and a 
master's degree in classics from Columbia University, and a master's 
degree in strategic studies from the Army War College 

Assistant district attorney in Manhattan since 1988, where New York 
tabloids call him "pit bull" for his relentless prosecution of criminals 

Colonel in the U.S. Marine Reserve 

Served as a judge advocate until he left active duty to join the district 
attorney's office, rising to senior homicide trial counsel in 1996 




Recalled to active duty after losing his apartment near the World Trade ozierMuhammao 

Center on Sept. 11, 2001, soon joining a multi-agency task force in 

Afghanistan and receiving a Bronze Star for counterterrorist operations against al-Qaeda 

Served in Iraq and the Horn of Africa as head of the multi-agency task force and received a 2005 National 
Humanities Medal from President George W. Bush for his work recovering Iraq's priceless treasures 

Now back at the DA's office, where he still boxes for the New York City Police Department Widows & Orphans 
Charity and continues the hunt for stolen antiquities 
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ADVAIR 250/50 is clinically proven to help your lungs work better. 
It is the only COPD medication with an anti-inflammatory and a bronchodilator working together in one 
convenient device. The way anti-inflammatories work in the treatment of COPD is not well defined. ADVAIR is used 
more than any other maintenance medication by patients with COPD, including those with associated chronic 
bronchitis. So ask your doctor about ADVAIR today and feel the joy of knowing that you may breathe easier. 
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fluticasone propionate 250 meg or salmeterol 50 meg. Your results may vary. 
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What is the most important information I should know about ADVAIR DISKUS? 

In patients with asthma, long-acting beta 2 -agonist medicines such as salmeterol (one of the medications in 
ADVAIR®) may increase the chance of death from asthma problems. In a large asthma study, more patients who 
used salmeterol died from asthma problems compared with patients who did not use salmeterol. So ADVAIR is 
not for patients whose asthma is well controlled on another asthma controller medicine such as low- to 
medium-dose inhaled corticosteroids or only need a fast-acting inhaler once in a while. Talk with your doctor 
about this risk and the benefits of treating your asthma with ADVAIR. 

ADVAIR should not be used to treat a severe attack of asthma or chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) 
requiring emergency medical treatment. 

ADVAIR should not be used to relieve sudden symptoms or sudden breathing problems. Always have a fast- 
acting inhaler with you to treat sudden breathing difficulty. If you do not have a fast-acting inhaler, contact your 
doctor to have one prescribed for you. 

What is ADVAIR DISKUS? 

There are two medicines in ADVAIR: Fluticasone propionate, an inhaled anti-inflammatory belonging to a group 
of medicines commonly referred to as corticosteroids; and salmeterol, a long-acting, inhaled bronchodilator 
belonging to a group of medicines commonly referred to as beta 2 -agonists. There are 3 strengths of ADVAIR: 
100/50, 250/50,500/50. 

For Asthma 

• ADVAIR is approved for the maintenance treatment of asthma in patients 4 years of age and older. ADVAIR 
should only be used if your doctor decides that another asthma controller medicine alone does not control 
your asthma or that you need 2 asthma controller medications. 

• The strength of ADVAIR approved for patients ages 4 to 1 1 years who experience symptoms on an inhaled 
corticosteroid is ADVAIR DISKUS 1 00/50. All 3 strengths are approved for patients with asthma ages 1 2 years and older. 

For COPD associated with chronic bronchitis 

ADVAIR 250/50 is the only approved dose for the maintenance treatment of airflow obstruction in patients 
with COPD associated with chronic bronchitis. The benefit of using ADVAIR for longer than 6 months has not 
been evaluated. The way anti-inflammatories work in the treatment of COPD is not well defined. 

Who should not take ADVAIR DISKUS? 

You should not start ADVAIR if your asthma is becoming significantly or rapidly worse, which can be life 
threatening. Serious respiratory events, including death, have been reported in patients who started taking 
salmeterol in this situation, although it is not possible to tell whether salmeterol contributed to these events. 
This may also occur in patients with less severe asthma. 

You should not take ADVAIR if you have had an allergic reaction to it or any of its components (salmeterol, 
fluticasone propionate, or lactose). Tell your doctor if you are allergic to ADVAIR, any other medications, or food 
products. If you experience an allergic reaction after taking ADVAIR, stop using ADVAIR immediately and contact 
your doctor. Allergic reactions are when you experience one or more of the following: choking; breathing 
problems; swelling of the face, mouth and/or tongue; rash; hives; itching; or welts on the skin. 

Tell your doctor about the following: 

• If you are using your fast-acting inhaler more often or using more doses than you normally do (e.g., 4 or more 
inhalations of your fast-acting inhaler for 2 or more days in a row or a whole canister of your fast-acting inhaler 
in 8 weeks' time), it could be a sign that your asthma is getting worse. If this occurs, tell your doctor immediately. 

• If you have been using your fast-acting inhaler regularly (e.g., four times a day). Your doctor may tell you to 
stop the regular use of these medications. 

• If your peak flow meter results decrease. Your doctor will tell you the numbers that are right for you. 

• If you have asthma and your symptoms do not improve after using ADVAIR regularly for 1 week. 

• If you have been on an oral steroid, like prednisone, and are now using ADVAIR. You should be very careful 
as you may be less able to heal after surgery, infection, or serious injury. It takes a number of months for the 
body to recover its ability to make its own steroid hormones after use of oral steroids. Switching from an oral 
steroid may also unmask a condition previously suppressed by the oral steroid such as allergies, 
conjunctivitis, eczema, arthritis, and eosinophilic conditions. Symptoms of an eosinophilic condition can 
include rash, worsening breathing problems, heart complications, and/or feeling of "pins and needles" or 
numbness in the arms and legs. Talk to your doctor immediately if you experience any of these symptoms. 

• Sometimes patients experience unexpected bronchospasm right after taking ADVAIR. This condition can be life 
threatening and if it occurs, you should immediately stop using ADVAIR and seek immediate medical attention. 

• If you have any type of heart disease such as coronary artery disease, irregular heart beat or high blood 
pressure, ADVAIR should be used with caution. Be sure to talk with your doctor about your condition because 
salmeterol, one of the components of ADVAIR, may affect the heart by increasing heart rate and blood 
pressure. It may cause symptoms such as heart fluttering, chest pain, rapid heart rate, tremor, or nervousness. 

• If you have seizures, overactive thyroid gland, liver problems, or are sensitive to certain medications for breathing. 

• If your breathing problems get worse over time or if your fast-acting inhaler does not work as well for you 
while using ADVAIR. If your breathing problems worsen quickly, get emergency medical care. 

• If you have been exposed to or currently have chickenpox or measles or if you have an immune system 
problem. Patients using medications that weaken the immune system are more likely to get infections than 
healthy individuals. ADVAIR contains a corticosteroid (fluticasone propionate) which may weaken the immune 
system. Infections like chickenpox and measles, for example, can be very serious or even fatal in susceptible 
patients using corticosteroids. 

How should I take ADVAIR DISKUS? 

ADVAIR should be used 1 inhalation, twice a day (morning and evening). ADVAIR should never be taken more 
than 1 inhalation twice a day. The full benefit of taking ADVAIR may take 1 week or longer. 

If you miss a dose of ADVAIR, just skip that dose. Take your next dose at your usual time. Do not take two doses 
at one time. 

Do not stop using ADVAIR unless told to do so by your doctor because your symptoms might get worse. 

Do not change or stop any of your medicines used to control or treat your breathing problems. Your doctor will 
adjust your medicines as needed. 

When using ADVAIR, remember: 

• Never breathe into or take the DISKUS® apart. 

• Always use the DISKUS in a level position. 

• After each inhalation, rinse your mouth with water without swallowing. 

• Never wash any part of the DISKUS. Always keep it in a dry place. 

• Never take an extra dose, even if you feel you did not receive a dose. 

• Discard 1 month after removal from the foil overwrap. 

• Do not use ADVAIR with a spacer device. 



Can I take ADVAIR DISKUS with other medications? 

Tell your doctor about all the medications you take, including prescription and nonprescription medications, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements. 

If you are taking ADVAIR, you should not take SEREVENT® DISKUS or Foradil® Aerolizer® for any reason. 

If you take ritonavir (an HIV medication), tell your doctor. Ritonavir may interact with ADVAIR and could cause 
serious side effects. The anti-HIV medicines Norvir® Soft Gelatin Capsules, Norvir Oral Solution, and Kaletra® 
contain ritonavir. 

No formal drug interaction studies have been performed with ADVAIR. 

In clinical studies, there were no differences in effects on the heart when ADVAIR was taken with varying 
amounts of albuterol. The effect of using ADVAIR in patients with asthma while taking more than 9 puffs a day 
of albuterol has not been studied. 

ADVAIR should be used with extreme caution during and up to 2 weeks after treatment with monoamine oxidase 
(MAO) inhibitors or tricyclic antidepressants since these medications can cause ADVAIR to have an even greater 
effect on the circulatory system. 

ADVAIR should be used with caution in people who are taking ketoconazole (an antifungus medication) or other drugs 
broken down by the body in a similar way. These medications can cause ADVAIR to have greater steroid side effects. 

Generally, people with asthma should not take beta-blockers because they counteract the effects of beta 2 - 
agonists and may also cause severe bronchospasm. However, in some cases, for instance, following a heart 
attack, selective beta-blockers may still be used if there is no acceptable alternative. 

The ECG changes and/or low blood potassium that may occur with some diuretics may be made worse by ADVAIR, 
especially at higher-than-recommended doses. Caution should be used when these drugs are used together. 

In clinical studies, there was no difference in side effects when ADVAIR was taken with methylxanthines (e.g., 
theophylline) or with FLONASE® 

What are other important safety considerations with ADVAIR DISKUS? 

Osteoporosis: Long-term use of inhaled corticosteroids may result in bone loss (osteoporosis). Patients who 
are at risk for increased bone loss (tobacco use, advanced age, inactive lifestyle, poor nutrition, family history 
of osteoporosis, or long-term use of drugs such as corticosteroids) may have a greater risk with ADVAIR. If you 
have risk factors for bone loss, you should talk to your doctor about ways to reduce your risk and whether you 
should have your bone density evaluated. 

Glaucoma and cataracts: Glaucoma, increased pressure in the eyes, and cataracts have been reported with 
the use of inhaled steroids, including fluticasone propionate, a medicine contained in ADVAIR. Regular eye 
examinations should be considered if you are taking ADVAIR. 

Lower respiratory tract infection: Lower respiratory tract infections, including pneumonia, have been reported 
with the use of inhaled corticosteroids, including ADVAIR. 

Blood sugar: Salmeterol may affect blood sugar and/or cause low blood potassium in some patients, which 
could lead to a side effect like an irregular heart rate. Significant changes in blood sugar and blood potassium 
were seen infrequently in clinical studies with ADVAIR. 

Growth: Inhaled steroids may cause a reduction in growth velocity in children and adolescents. 

Steroids: Taking steroids can affect your body's ability to make its own steroid hormones, which are needed 
during infections and times of severe stress to your body, such as an operation. These effects can sometimes 
be seen with inhaled steroids (but it is more common with oral steroids), especially when taken at higher-than- 
recommended doses over a long period of time. In some cases, these effects may be severe. Inhaled steroids 
often help control symptoms with less side effects than oral steroids. 

Yeast infections: Patients taking ADVAIR may develop yeast infections of the mouth and/or throat ("thrush") 
that should be treated by their doctor. 

Tuberculosis or other untreated infections: ADVAIR should be used with caution, if at all, in patients with 
tuberculosis, herpes infections of the eye, or other untreated infections. 

What are the other possible side effects of ADVAIR DISKUS? 

ADVAIR may produce side effects in some patients. In clinical studies, the most common side effects with 
ADVAIR included: 



• Respiratory infections 

• Throat irritation 

• Hoarseness 

• Sinus infection 

• Yeast infection of the mouth 



* Bronchitis 

* Cough 

* Headaches 

» Nausea and vomiting 
» Diarrhea 



• Musculoskeletal pain 

• Dizziness 

• Fever 

• Ear, nose, and throat infections 



Tell your doctor about any side effect that bothers you or that does not go away. These are not all the side effects 
with ADVAIR. Ask your doctor or pharmacist for more information. 

What if I am pregnant, planning to become pregnant, or nursing? 

Talk to your doctor about the benefits and risks of using ADVAIR during pregnancy, labor, or if you are nursing. 
There have been no studies of ADVAIR used during pregnancy, labor, or in nursing women. Salmeterol is known 
to interfere with labor contractions. It is not known whether ADVAIR is excreted in breast milk, but other 
corticosteroids have been detected in human breast milk. Fluticasone propionate, like other corticosteroids, has 
been associated with birth defects in animals (e.g., cleft palate and fetal death). Salmeterol showed no effect 
on fertility in rats at 180 times the maximum recommended daily dose. 

What other important tests were conducted with ADVAIR? 

There is no evidence of enhanced toxicity with ADVAIR compared with the components administered separately. 
In animal studies with doses much higher than those used in humans, salmeterol was associated with uterine 
tumors. Your healthcare professional can tell you more about how drugs are tested on animals and what the 
results of these tests may mean to your safety. 

For more information on ADVAIR DISKUS 

This page is only a brief summary of important information about ADVAIR DISKUS. For more information, talk to 
your doctor. You can also visit www.ADVAIR.com or call 1-888-825-5249. Patients receiving ADVAIR DISKUS 
should read the medication guide provided by the pharmacist with the prescription. 

ADVAIR DISKUS, FLONASE, SEREVENT, and DISKUS are registered trademarks of GlaxoSmithKline. The following 
are registered trademarks of their respective manufacturers: Foradil Aerolizer/Novartis Pharmaceuticals 
Corporation; Norvir and Kaletra/Abbott Laboratories. 
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ment, but you should understand that there 
is no longer any kind of international investi- 
gation into the Iraq Museum. What has hap- 
pened is that it's fragmented into individual 
and national efforts, and bilateral coopera- 
tion between, say, the U.S. and the U.K., or 
the U.S. and Italy. But in terms of an overall 
international investigation with a single 
person in charge, that no longer exists. 
As a result, recoveries since then have been 
sporadic, not in any way coordinated. I am 
returning to the district attorney's office, 
where I will continue the search for antiqui- 
ties in New York. 

My focus is on increasing public aware- 
ness, spreading the message, acting as John 
the Baptist - a voice in the wilderness, if you 
will - to try and reach more people outside the 
select community of individuals who are 
always interested in this stuff. 

Q: What do you think it would take to get 
people more concerned - not just officials, 
but the public? 

A: Pressure. Increased public pressure and 
continuing media attention. This story has 
got to stay in the news cycle. 

Q: So you haven't given up hope, then, that all 
the stolen antiquities could be recovered? 
A: Not at all. Patience, grasshopper. 

Q: You say you'd like to see someone assume 



responsibility for coordinating more of an 
international recovery effort. Have you made 
any kind of progress on that? 
A: No. My goal all along has been to get 
UNESCO or the United Nations involved, but I 
simply have not been able to do that. The 
United Nations hasn't done anything. 
INTERPOL has done something but not 
enough. I continue to bang the drum: "Come 
on, guys. You're the only two shows in town." 
It's either them or nobody. 

Q: You went into Iraq to conduct counter- 
terrorism operations. Knowing you could be 
risking your career, what made you decide to 
devote time to investigate the looting? 
A: I don't want to pretend that I knew in 
the beginning that there was a connection to 
terrorist financing. That was something that 
didn't emerge for a couple of years. It's simply 
a function of my background and my upbring- 
ing. I knew what was in the Iraq Museum, and 
I recognized that this stuff is not just alabaster 
with funny writing on it. This is our shared 
cultural heritage. Every person who lives in 
this country can trace civilization back, in a 
straight line, in an unbroken line, to the land 
between two rivers. In a world where every- 
thing is either red state or blue state, Republi- 
can or Democrat, conservative or liberal, Sunni 
or Shiite, Arab or Israeli, I think our shared 
cultural history and what is represented by 
these pieces of antiquity, these pieces of our 



Following is an excerpt from "Thieves of Baghdad," by Matthew Bogdanos with William 
Patrick (Bloomsbury, 2005, $25.95). The book is available in paperback this month. 



Members of the museum staff were fond of 
showing visitors the human-headed bull from 
the palace of Sargon II in Khorsabad that lay in 
pieces on the floor of the 
Assyrian gallery. Some Mosul 
businessmen had stolen the 
statue after the first Gulf War 
and cut off the head to make it 
easier to transport out of the 
country. They were caught 
at the Jordanian border, brought 
back to Baghdad, and in 1999, 
all ten were executed. The man- 
ner of execution, the staff 
pointed out - with a sense of 
irony, if not poetic justice - 
was beheading. 
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Because of the close association between author- 
ity and brutality in Iraq - three decades of 
Ba'athist death squads, gang rapes, and mass 
graves - the job of recovery was compli- 
cated by the need to convince potential 
allies among the people that everyone 
would be keeping his head. 

On Wednesday, April 23, 2003, immedi- 
ately after completing our initial inspection 
of the public galleries, we began our "10," 
information operations, campaign with our 
first foray into the community. We went to 
the nearby mosque and spoke to one of the 
imams. Later that afternoon, he had a chest 
full of stolen manuscripts delivered to the 
museum. On our behalf, he also issued a 
fatwa. I was pleased with his level of 



memory, offer us perhaps the best opportunity 
to bridge the divide. I knew this is stuff that 
matters to us, that speaks to us with a vocabu- 
lary we don't fully understand, even to this 
day, and once it's gone, it's gone. You don't get 
to do it over. Once the Mask of Warka is gone, 
it's gone, so to me this was a catastrophe of 
Homeric proportions. 

Q: Did you believe you'd have any success in 
recovering stolen antiquities, let alone accom- 
plish what you were able to achieve? 
A: I don't know that I had expectations one 
way or the other. I just wanted to get there 
and stop the bleeding. I'm a Marine officer, 
so I don't look at a problem and say, "Oh, woe 
is me." I look at a problem and say, "We can 
fix this." That's my job. You're asking me 
whether I thought we could succeed, and I 
guess my answer as a Marine officer is, it 
never occurred to me that we couldn't. We 
don't have an ego problem. 

Q: Were you surprised by the accusation of 
archaeologists and others that U.S. forces didn't 
adequately protect the museum? 
A: I was absolutely shocked. I had no idea that 
community was so political. The other thing 
that shocked me was the double standard. 
Understand something: I am in absolute awe of 
archaeologists. Many of those archaeologists 
came to Iraq during combat to help restore 
their cultural heritage. 



It does bother me when people politicize the 
antiquities. The reality is, you can tell some- 
one's position on the administration and the 
war based on how they reacted to reports of 
the looting. You don't get to excavate for 
20 years in Iraq under the Saddam Hussein 
regime and be totally, completely, absolutely 
silent on the atrocities committed there and 
then come back to the United States and 
call this administration all kinds of vile 
names because you're afraid it's going to 
hurt your excavations. You have to be philo- 
sophically consistent. 

Q: Were there moments you feared you'd 
overreached or thought, "What have I gotten 
myself into?" 

A: The first moment I walked into the museum 
and I saw it was 11 acres. I said, "What was I 
thinking? This is absolutely insane." 

Q: How did you try to bridge the language 
barrier and earn the trust of the Iraq Muse- 
um staff? 

A: For one thing, most of them spoke English, 
to varying degrees. I do not speak Arabic, 
sadly. But one of the first things I did was 
share with them my vision for success. I told 
them I was there to direct a joint U.S. -Iraq 
investigation into what happened and to 
recover the antiquities and to return them to 
their rightful owners: the Iraqi people. That 
was my mantra: "the Iraqi people." I did it 



cooperation, but his edict against looting or 
possessing stolen goods was a tad more than I had 
asked for. I grew concerned that we were now one 
step away from an intifada. 

While we spent each day until about two o'clock 
or so inspecting the museum, we spent the rest of 
the daylight hours trying to build relationships 
with the community, not just to promote the 
amnesty program, but also to start developing 
potential informants that might bear fruit - so 
long as they didn't get us killed first. Being out 
and about required careful attention to social cues 
that were alien to us. This was a guest culture that 
had changed little since Hammurabi was making 
lists of rules. 

Starting at the local mosques, we then branched 
out to playing backgammon in the neighborhood 
cafes. We strolled from marketplace to market- 
place, drinking more tea than I thought humanly 
possible. We also got sick repeatedly from un- 



washed glasses and unclean water that never quite 
reached the boiling point. Graciousness was, 
however, one of the few orders on which I brooked 
no discussion: "You will drink any cup of tea 
offered to you. I don't care if you saw the guy 
scoop the water out of the Tigris then spit in it, 
you will say shukran, and you will drink it with a 
smile. That's why they invented Imodium." 

In my view, there are only two kinds of people 
in an investigation: potential informants and the 
people I haven't met yet. Rule number three in any 
investigation (number one is that everybody is a 
suspect until proven otherwise, and number two is 
that moral judgments have no place in an investi- 
gation) is that to build trust, you have to show 
trust. My show of trust, force-protection concerns 
notwithstanding, was that I never wore a helmet. 
Helmets look menacing, like mirrored sunglasses 
on state troopers, so they create a barrier to more 
than shrapnel. I left the choice up to the guys - 



from the very beginning, from my first meet- 
ing, and said it every day. So they knew my 
motives. Once they knew that, they interpreted 
my actions in light of those motives. They 
made it easy for me. They really did. 

Q: By simply building relationships, you 
managed to persuade locals to return 
nearly 2,000 artifacts. How did you decide 
on that strategy? 

A: It was more just a sudden awareness. 
Bear in mind that given my background as a 
Greek American, it is a very strong guest 
culture. Then you move to Afghanistan, in 
which I am thrown into another extraordinari- 
ly rich and deep guest culture unchanged for 
millennia in many respects - an extremely 
successful tour basically just doing what I had 
done my whole life in my family's restaurant. 
So when I get to Iraq, you really should think 
of it as just a natural extension of my upbring- 
ing and my time in Afghanistan. You shouldn't 
give me too much credit. It wasn't as if it was 
this conscious decision: "OK, now I'm going to 
do community outreach." It wasn't. It just 
seemed natural, and it seemed logical. Now, 
going to mosques and asking the imams and 
sheiks, that was a conscious decision. But the 
drinking tea and playing backgammon just 
struck me as, "Well, why not?" 

Q: How many raids would you say happened 
as opposed to free-will returns? 



A: Several dozen with guns drawn at various 
locations, whether they were bunkers or 
buildings or banks. 

Q: What would have happened if your team had 
not taken up an investigation of the museum's 
looting? 

A: What an interesting question. I've never 
thought of that. I guess the answer is nothing. 
That's a terrible answer, but I think it's true. 
Who would have done it? 

Q: How are antiquities connected to terrorist 
activity in Iraq? 

A: What we're seeing is that the terrorists, the 
insurgents, the murderers, are using antiqui- 
ties now to fund their activities, and that 
should surprise no one because terrorists are 
nothing if not adaptive organisms. The Taliban 
are using opium. The 9/11 Commission found 
that we - the international law-enforcement 
community - have done a very good job of 
cutting off the more traditional sources of 
terrorist financing. As a result, the terrorists in 
Iraq have had to find other sources of income. 
Well, the cash crop in Iraq is antiquities, so 
what we're seeing is an updated version of the 
old triangle trade of molasses to rum to slaves, 
in which the people are stealing the antiquities 
out of the ground and turning them over to the 
insurgents, who then use the smugglers. The 
money that is gained by selling the antiquities 
is used to buy weapons. It's not more sophisti- 



this was by no means an order - but two thirds of 
them chose to follow suit. 

We had not just fallen off the pumpkin truck, 
however, and like Cervantes, we decided to "trust 
in God, but keep our powder dry." Each of us, 
therefore, carried a sidearm and an M4 on a sling. 
We wore body armor (I wore the lighter version 
under my uniform, others wore the heavier, more 
protective version outside their uniforms), we 
rarely moved with fewer than four team members, 
and we were (almost) never out of sight of our 
assigned partner. 

On Thursday, our fourth full day at the museum, 
our site assessment moved on to the aboveground 
storage rooms. Here, as Nawala led the way, I 
began to see a pattern. Passing by row upon row 
of shelves, we came upon traces in the dust that 
looked as if someone had scooped into a sack 
whatever had been sitting there. Three or four 
rows over, we would find another arm sweep, and 



artifacts unceremoniously piled on the floor. 
Numbers stick in my head - I paid for college and 
law school by counting cards, after all - so I 
recognized that the items piled below the second 
arm sweep belonged on the shelf back where we 
had seen the first arm sweep. The artifacts had 
been left behind, but first they had been moved. 
My hasty conclusion was that this was definitely 
the work of an impulse shopper. He found some- 
thing he liked better. So he dumped out what was 
in his sack and took the second batch. 

It was becoming obvious that, in my initial 
statement of objectives, I had anticipated the way 
events would play out exactly wrong. I had said 
that we were going to do a quick survey and 
inventory of the missing items, but that the 
recovery of the loot would take years. As it 
turned out, it was going to take years to complete 
the survey and cataloguing, but the recovery 
began immediately. 
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It's the bed clinically 
proven to 
relieve back 
pain and 
improve 
sleep quality.* 



77% 

Discovered 
increased energy 



89% 93% 

Experienced 
Reported improved back-pain relief 
sleep quality 



g ± EACH SIDE OF THE BED 
"ADJUSTS INDEPENDENTLY 

On a Sleep Number® bed, each of you can 
adjust the comfort and firmness to your 
exact preference — your Sleep Number®. 
Once you find your Sleep Number®, 
you can fall asleep faster, enjoy deeper 
sleep and wake up more refreshed. 

f-} GREAT VALUE 

The Sleep Number® bed costs about 
the same as an innerspring mattress, 
yet it lasts twice as long. And each 
Sleep Number® bed comes with a 
Risk-Free * 30-Night In-Home Trial. 
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BETTER NIGHT'S SLEEP 
GUARANTEE 



YES 




Now! 1- 800-831 -1211 



I Please rush me a 
* FREE Brochure and Video 
on □ DVD or □ VHS tape 

(choose one) 



ext. 36359 



_State_ 




select comfort 

CREATOR OF THE SLEEP NUMBER* BED 

^Mail to: Select Comfort Direct, 6105 Trenton Lane North, Minneapolis, MN 55442 j 



cated than that, but I also don't want to 
overstate it either. I don't want to say it's the 
No. 1 source of funding or anything even close 
to that, but it's certainly a source of funding. 

Q: In "Thieves of Baghdad" you quote everyone 
from Cicero to Shakespeare. Are people sur- 
prised to meet a Marine colonel with your kind 
of background in classics? 
A: They shouldn't be, but yes, most people are 
somewhat surprised when I quote dead guys. 
I quote them all the time. That's an interest 
that has been lifelong and the product of being 
raised Greek American. My mother gave me 
"The Iliad" when I was 12 - the real version, 
not a children's version. It was a world of 
honor and courage and commitment, and it 
was a world that I fell in love with - love at 
first sight. It's truly a love affair that continues 
to this day. I find beauty in the words, I find 
beauty in the language, and I find lessons. If 
someone looks at a situation and starts 
screaming and yelling and says, "Woe is me! 
This is terrible. What are we going to do?" I 
immediately think of Sophocles, who told us if 
you could raise the dead with tears, grief 
would be more prized than gold. Or I think of 
Socrates: "Nothing is stable in human affairs. 
Avoid, therefore, undue elation in prosperity or 
undue despair in adversity." I relax. I chill. 
History to me is a textbook. It's a lesson for 
living. It's a recipe for how to live an informed, 
richer, deeper, more complex life. 



Q: How do you see your team's efforts to recover 
antiquities in the larger picture of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom? 

A: One of the things I want to tell you is what I 
told President Bush when I was invited to the 
Oval Office, and that is I consider our mission 
a failure until we recover everything. That's 
why I chose the cover of the book I did. "The 
Lioness Attacking a Nubian" is on the cover 
because, in my view, it's the single most 
important piece that is still missing. So I 
consider this journey to have just begun. 

In terms of fitting into the larger context, I 
think what we have shown and what the 
events have shown is that never again will this 
country ever ignore cultural property. In the 
future, in any armed conflict, when we are 
conducting mission analysis for a future 
conflict of any kind, I believe that forever and 
always we will now include the protection of 
cultural property as one of the factors in the 
mission analysis. It's just too important. It's 
too important globally, it's too important as a 
message, as part of an information operations 
campaign to show the people that we really do 
care, whether it's Iraq or Afghanistan, that we 
care about them, that we care about their 
cultural heritage, and we prove this by protect- 
ing their cultural property. That is a lesson I 
think we have learned well. || 

Matt Grills is an assistant editor at The 
American Legion Magazine. 



Our first walk-in visitor showed up on April 24, 
2003. A neighborhood resident, a young pianist, 
pulled up in his van with one of the twin copper 
bulls from Ninhursag (about 2500 B.C.), as well as 
a roughly four-foot-high statue of the Assyrian 
king Shalmaneser III (about 850 B.C.). He said he 
had taken them for safekeeping. He seemed like a 
nice kid, but just about everyone we met had taken 
it for "safekeeping," just as every defendant is 
"innocent," and every inmate was "framed." There 
was no reason to spend time wondering why he - 
or anyone - had really taken the item. On the 
human level, we invited him to the reopening of 
the museum, and the New York Times wrote a nice 
piece about him. But for investigative purposes, 
"nothing but the facts, ma'am." 

This was also the day Senior found the fire with 
fragments of Ba'ath Party identification cards smol- 
dering in the ashes. I chose to ignore this, just as 
we had ignored the DEATH TO THE AMERICANS 



sign, the weapons and firing positions, and the 
contradictory accounts about how they had come 
to be there. 

Late that night, architectural historian and art 
commentator Dan Cruickshank showed up with a 
film crew from the BBC, looking for a place to stay. 
It wasn't so long ago that we had similarly been 
homeless and Marine colonel Joe Dunford had 
taken us in. We let Cruickshank and company 
camp with us in the compound and offered what 
we had: MREs and lukewarm water. Next day, as a 
bellwether for the recovery effort, the BBC team 
sent out their driver with two hundred dollars to 
see what he could pick up. At the thieves' market 
in Baghdad, you can find old computers, tele- 
phones, used dentures, artificial legs - just about 
everything, no problem. The driver came back 
with a wide selection of artifacts - pale red and 
green beads, an amber ring, shards of pottery - 
many with markings from the Iraq Museum. 
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The Crime 
That Does Pay 1 

Fraud victims are more likely than ever to be injured 
or even killed in the pursuit of a fast buck. 

BY FRANK G. SCAFIDI 



V/n March ZZ, 2003, 71-year-old Alice Ross of Queens, N.Y., 
got behind the wheel of her car for a short drive to 
Floral Park to visit her daughter and grandchildren. 
But unlike her previous visits, this time something 
terrible happened. 



As she headed south on Commonwealth 
Boulevard, a vehicle followed. Inside were 
22-year-old Waurd Demolaire of Brooklyn 
and two others whom he had recruited two 
days earlier to participate in what was about 
to take place. 

Demolaire rammed into Ross' car, caus- 
ing her to leave the roadway and strike a 
tree. She never made it to her daughter's 
home that day, nor would she ever again 
watch her grandchildren play. She died 
from her injuries. 

Ross should be remembered the 
next time someone describes insurance 
fraud as a victimless crime. Her death 
was no accident. She was killed 
during what prosecutors said was an 
attempt by Demolaire to fraudulently 
obtain money from insurance companies 
by claiming non-existent injuries as a 
result of an automobile crash. 
Demolaire was later convicted on 
manslaughter and conspiracy charges. 
His appeal is pending. 

Accidents are commonly staged nation- 
wide by con artists looking for quick 
claim settlements. Investigators from the 
National Insurance Crime Bureau 
(NICB), a nonprofit company that 
exclusively fights insurance fraud and 
auto theft, have discovered cases in 
which entire casts of criminal charac- 
ters are recruited, trained and de- 
ployed into urban and suburban 
centers to engage in this kind of 
criminal activity. So attractive are 
these crimes that perpetrators risk 
serious injury and even death for a 
chance to cash in. 

Why? Because there is money to be 
made - and lots of it - all at the 
expense of insurance carriers and, 



ultimately, every consumer who buys insur- 
ance. In 2003, the estimated loss to insurance 
companies as a result of fraudulent activity 
was more than $30 billion. And that's just the 
figure for property and casualty carriers. Add 
life- and health-insurance companies to the 
equation and the figure jumps to more than 
$100 billion. Put another way, the insurance 
industry estimates this kind of fraud adds an 
extra $200 to $300 to each U.S. household's 
annual insurance costs. 

No Pain, All Gain. A related industry to staged 
accident fraud is the emergence and expansion 
of medical fraud. Medical fraud can be as 
simple as a person feigning injury from an 
auto accident or as complex as a series of 
clinics established and operating for the sole 
purpose of bilking insurance companies for 
unnecessary or non-existent medical treat- 
ments. This kind of fraud is so widespread that 
NICB has established medical fraud task forces 
in New York and Florida to fight it. 

Working with law-enforcement and insur- 
ance industry investigators, these task forces 
are central to the dismantling and prosecution 
of organized groups operating medical mills 
and committing fraud on a huge scale. On 
Sept. 22, 2005, two Florida doctors were the 
last of 20 defendants sentenced to prison for 
their involvement in a $5 million medical- 
fraud scheme. 

On Nov. 28, 2005, eight people and a law 
firm were charged with insurance fraud, 
among other violations, in a 72-count indict- 
ment brought by New York Attorney General 
Eliot Spitzer. In this scam, the defendants filed 
claims with insurance companies for medical 
treatments they received as a result of staged 
automobile accidents. The indictment states 
that "without regard to medical need, patients 
received months of rehabilitative care de- 
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signed to treat soft-tissue injuries, including physical 
therapy, acupuncture, chiropractic care, expensive diagnos- 
tic testing (including multiple MRIs and kidney sonograms) 
and durable medical equipment." 

In both of these examples, a few professionals - doctors 
and/or lawyers - engaged in criminal activity. 

Traditional insurance scams like slip-and-falls - where 
someone takes a header in your store and then fakes an 
injury until a hefty settlement check cures his ailment - are 
still prevalent, but these days more enterprising criminals 
devise new schemes that yield large sums of money at little 
risk to their freedom. 

Double Vision. The problem extends to auto theft as well. 
When a car is stolen to be resold, it needs to have a new 
identity. Otherwise it's of little value to the thief. Giving a 
hot car a cold identity used to be accomplished by taking 
the metal vehicle identification number (VIN) plate from a 
similar car and affixing it to the stolen one. The trouble 
with that technique - known as "VIN switching" - is that it 
is easily discovered. 

Today, more savvy thieves marry technology with their 
creativity to give us "car cloning" - the act of reproducing 
an existing VIN and applying it to a stolen vehicle. Clones 
are so perfectly reproduced that even experienced auto 
dealers have purchased them not knowing that they were 
stolen, only to lose their investment when a law-enforce- 
ment officer comes along and seizes the clone as evidence. 
That's exactly what happened to Fred and Lorraine Pierson 
of Prestonwood, N.C. 

In February 2004, NICB agents were pursuing leads 
concerning the theft of a Lexus LX 470 reported stolen 
from New York City in 1999. Through an investigative 
database search, they believed they had located the vehicle 
in the Raleigh, N.C, area. When NICB agents and investiga- 
tors from the North Carolina Division of Motor Vehicles 
contacted the Piersons, they learned the couple had pur- 
chased their Lexus as a used vehicle for $40,000 from a 
private individual. 

After providing $10,000 as a down payment, the Piersons 
asked a car dealership in a nearby community to finance 
the balance. The Lexus was fully inspected for previous 
damage and its VIN checked by CARFAX for a vehicle 
history. The Piersons assumed they had done everything 
correctly to ensure they purchased a legal vehicle. They 
drove the Lexus for nearly two years and diligently made 
loan payments for 20 months. 

Unfortunately for the Piersons, their Lexus was indeed 
the vehicle stolen from New York in 1999. Authorities 



Don't become a victim 

Here are some helpful tips to ensure you 
don't become a victim or unwitting 
participant in insurance fraud. For 
additional information on preventing fraud 
and auto theft, visit www.nicb.org on 
the Web. 

Staged accident/ 
medical fraud 

Avoid tailgating. Maintain sufficient 
distance from the vehicle in front of you 
to allow ample braking time if it stops 
suddenly - a favorite tactic of staged 
collision criminals. 

If you are involved in an accident, call the 
police to the scene so they can file an 
accident report. 

Carry a disposable camera to photograph 
damages and passengers of the other car. 

Be cautious of attorneys and other callers 
who allege to be insurance 
representatives and immediately solicit 
your business for treatment at a medical 
facility following an accident. In some 
states, it is illegal for an attorney to 
approach victims at an accident site. 

Check your doctor's and attorney's 
credentials. Before seeking medical 
treatment and legal counsel, contact your 
state medical license board for 
information on physicians and the 
American Bar Association for information 
on attorneys. 

Be wary of referrals. Attorneys involved in 
medical mill operations often insist that 
an accident victim seek medical 
treatment from a specific doctor. 

Don't be talked into an injury. Be cautious 
if your doctor prescribes excessive 
treatment for minor injuries. 

Talk to your insurance company. Maintain 
records of your office visits and 
treatments. Provide them to your claims 
representative, who can compare them to 
medical bills to uncover any discrepancies 
and avoid unnecessary payments to 
dishonest medical providers. 

Car cloning 

Check the vehicle's VIN with appropriate 
government agencies or your state bureau 
of motor vehicles. 
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Medicare Covers Erectile Dysfunction Correction 



Nothing impacts the sexual health and 
well-being of a couple and their intimate 
relationship more than Erectile 
Dysfunction (ED). Therefore, any 
treatment used must address the needs of 
both people involved. 

The male erection involves a very 
complicated interaction of many of the 
body's systems. The natural erection process 
can be interrupted by many underlying 
disease states and/or conditions. 

The most common underlying causes 
of Erectile Dysfunction are: Diabetes, 
Hypertension, Vascular Disease, and 
Drug Interaction. 

For many, the first-choice of treatment 
for ED should be Vacuum Therapy. 

Unlike drugs, pills, or injections, Vacuum 
Therapy is non-invasive and has no side- 
effects. Negative pressure mimics the body's 
natural function and produces an almost 
instant erection. 

This uniquely simple technology uses the 
body's blood to create erection much in the 
way the natural process works and maintains 
erection for sexual intercourse. The big 



difference is with Vacuum Therapy you 
control erection - with drug treatments the 
drug controls erection - not you. 

In fact y Vacuum Therapy is predictable, 
reliable, and gives spontaneous results other 
treatments simply cannot claim. You and your 
partner will be able to control when, where 
and how long you want to be intimate. 

Vacuum Therapy is also the only 
treatment that provides a significant 
therapeutic benefit while also creating 
functional erection. 

Some men actually regain spontaneous 
erections as vascular health is improved 
using Vacuum Therapy. Countless couples 
have brought the joy back into their lives 
with the ED Vacuum Therapy systems. 

Vacuum Therapy Systems are covered 
by Medicare and most insurance 
companies. That means little, if any out of 
pocket expense to you! 
Call Discount Diabetic to order at 
1-800-276-1982. 

Vacuum Therapy Systems are safe, 
simple, effective, reliable, predictable, 
spontaneous and produces an almost 



"Instant Erection". Each system includes 
an instructional manual, instructional 
video, pump head, cylinder, loading 
cone, tension systems, personal 
lubricant and carrying case. 

Simple one hand operation that is 
easy to use. Battery operated so no 
manual work needed. Higher quality 
than competitors. Small inconspicuous 
rings compared to competitors for more 
sensation. 30 day 100% money back 
guarantee vs other companies 80%. FDA 
registered and Medically Approved Device. 
Lifetime Manufacturer Warranty vs other 
companies 1-3 year warranty. 

Discount Diabetic also provides NO 
COST - Diabetes Testing Supplies and 
Arthritis Heating Pads - all covered by 
Medicare and most insurance companies! 
You can also get almost any diabetic meter 
at NO COST to you by calling Discount 
Diabetic at 1-800-276-1982. Some 
restrictions. You do not have to have 
diabetes to receive your vacuum therapy 
system. ^Deductible and copay may apply. 
CALL 1-800-276-1982. 
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God Bless The USA 



God Bless The USA (Lee 
Greenwood) • Deck Of Cards (Tex 
•s Ritter) • America (Waylon Jennings) 
M • Pastures Of Plenty (Kingston Trio) • 
God Bless America Again (Conway Twitty & 
Loretta Lynn) • The Americans (Tex Ritter) • 
The Fightin' Side Of Me (Merle Haggard) • An 
American Dream (Nitty Gritty Dirt Band) • 
Battle Of New Orleans (Johnny Horton) 
22 SONGS IN ALL! CD D-17773 $17.98 



As Seen On 
Public TV! 



* Toll Free 800-334-2053 

Daniel O'Donnell 

_The Rock 'N Roll Show 

( Over2Hrs) Relive the magic of 
the 50s 81 60s in this live record- 
ing of Daniel's newest concert " 
The Rock WRoll Show", live at 
the Point Theatre in Dublin, Ireland. Includes: 
Elvis Medley: Blue Suede Shoes / Good Luck Charm / 
Love Me Tender 2 Videos 2456-V $39.98 

/All Shook Up 2 DVDs 2456-DVD $39.98 

40 SONGS! 3 CDs D-245 $34.98 
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New Release! 



JOHNNY CASH Live In Denmark 

DVD 5662-DVD $19.98 

PATSY CLINE The Anthology 

DVD 7738-DVD $19.98 

JERRY CLOWER Clower Power 

DVD 64380-DVD $19.98 



FLOYD CRAMER Country Classics 

CD D-212 $12.98 

DON GIBSON 12 Greatest Hits WAS $1238 

CD D-4403 NOW $ 8.50 

STONEWALL JACKSON The Best O/CD 

D-3462 $19.98 

SONNY JAMES 24 Greatest Hits Exclusive 

CD D-3009 $19.98 

WEBB PIERCE 23 Greatest Hits 

CD D-55528 $15.98 

RAY PRICE Live In Concert 
Video 123-V 
DVD 123-DVD 



$24.98 
$24.98 



TEX RITTER Country and Cowboy Classics 
CD D-55462 $15.98 



MARTY ROBBINS Music Anthology 

DVD 4076-DVD $19.98 



SSGT BARRY SADLER The Ballad Of The Green Berets* 

CD D-372 $17.98 1 



STATLER BROTHERS Farewell Concert 
Video 19-V $19.98 

DVD 19-DVD $19.98 



RAY STEVENS Box Set 
Cass 70133-C 
CD D-70133 



$19.98 
$24.98 



CONWAY TWITTY 12 Greatest WAS %V*$% 
CD D-4401 NOW $ 8.50 



KITTY WELLS 
D-55529 



20 Greatest Hits CD 
$15.98 



JOHN WAYNE America- 
Cass 8105-C 
CD D-8105 



Why I Love Her 

$14.98 
$17.98 



1 ,000 s of Albums Call Us For a FREE Catalog 
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seized the vehicle and the Piersons were out more than 
$17,000 in payments. Plus, they were still liable for the 
outstanding balance of their loan, while the thieves made 
off with a cool $40,000. Even consumers like the Piersons, 
who did everything right when purchasing their used 
Lexus, can be victimized in vehicle-cloning crimes. It's 
clearly a buyer-beware market. 

Don't Be Victimized Twice. Perhaps the most despicable of 
all fraud artists at work today are those who prey upon the 
victims of natural disasters. Whether it's wildfires or 
earthquakes in the West, hurricanes in the East or along 
the Gulf Coasts, tornadoes in the Midwest or flooding 
anywhere else, no matter the degree of destruction visited 
upon Americans and their properties, the United States is a 
nation of rugged individuals. Rebuilding after a calamity is 
as American as apple pie. 

But here, too, in the midst of shattered lives and de- 
stroyed dwellings, con artists seem to materialize as if 
deposited by the very storms that create their opportunities. 
Usually in the form of construction workers or "handy- 
men," they often go door to door offering their services in 
the rebuilding or cleanup effort. And in the haste to get 
back to normal, many displaced victims quickly hand over 

tT" 1 deposits of several thousand dollars to these people to 
OQ obtain materials for work that will never be done. 

g If all that were not enough, yet another kind of perva- 
sive insurance fraud exists today. It is committed al- 
most with an air of entitlement, as if the money these 

| people seek to obtain is owed them by their insurance 

° companies. In the business, it's known as "claim 
padding." It happens when policyholders inflate - or 
fabricate - their losses from some covered event, like 
storm damage or burglary. 

Claim padding, or "buildup," constitutes a good deal of 
the $30 billion loss mentioned earlier. It is hard to detect 
because it is buried within a legitimate claim submitted by 
otherwise law-abiding folks, but it is a crime nonetheless. 
Even now, as scores of victims left in the wake of hurri- 
canes Katrina and Rita go about rebuilding their lives and 
their homes, an unfortunate reality is that among the 
legitimate claims for losses are many other illegitimate 
claims - up to, and including, arsons. 

Insurance fraud saps the life out of the economy and 
drains resources from the very people who need it most: 
victims of disasters and accidental loss. That's why NICB 
and its counterparts in law enforcement and the insurance 
industry are working to fight fraud. Continued success in 
targeting these kinds of criminals will help keep America's 
economy strong and everyone's insurance costs down. || 

Frank G. Scafidi is director of public affairs for the Nation- 
al Insurance Crime Bureau. He resides in Sacramento, Calif, 
and can be reached at (800) 447-6282, ext. 7041, or at 
fscafidi@nicb.org by e-mail. 



Analyze the ownership pattern for new or 
late-model vehicles with no lien holders. 

Be careful about purchasing a used 
vehicle from an individual running a 
newspaper ad who lists only a cell- 
phone number. 

Conduct a title search of the vehicle. 

If possible, have your insurer inspect the 
vehicle prior to purchase. 

Trust your instincts. If the deal sounds too 
good to be true, it probably is. 

Disaster fraud 

Get more than one estimate. Don't be 
pushed into signing a contract right away. 

Get everything in writing, including costs, 
work to be done, time schedule, 
guarantees, payment schedule and other 
detailed expectations. 

Demand references and check them out. 

Ask to see the salesperson's driver's 
license and write down the license 
number. Write down his vehicle license 
plate number as well. 

Never sign a contract with blanks. 
Unscrupulous contractors may enter 
unacceptable terms later. 

Never pay a contractor in full or sign a 
completion certificate until the work is 
completed. 

Flood vehicles 

Select a reputable car dealer. 

Inspect the vehicle for water stains, 
mildew, and sand or silt behind the 
dashboard or under the carpets, floor 
mats and headliner cloth. 

Have a certified mechanic inspect the 
vehicle prior to purchasing it. 

Ask about the vehicle's history. Ask 
whether it was in any accidents or floods. 

Inspect the title and ownership papers 
for any potential or questionable salvage 
fraud. 

Conduct a title search of the vehicle. 

Look under the hood for signs of 
oxidation. Pull back rubber boots around 
electrical and mechanical connections for 
ferrous materials (will show signs of rust), 
copper (will show a green patina), and 
aluminum and alloys (will have a white 
powder and pitting). 



Loved One Making 
Many Trips To The Bathroom? 



Try my Super Prostate Formula" " ~ - Jf 



for 30 days! d 
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Loaded with nutrients known to 
promote healthy urinary function. 

Limit 1 FREE bottle per household. 



Michael Teplisky, M.D. 

PROMOTE PROSTATE HEALTH! 

As a medical doctor, I appreciate the importance of men's health. 
. I developed Super Prostate Formula™ for use in my practice 
because I couldn't find anything else that was comparable. 

Super Prostate is safe, natural, and effective for men who already 
experience nighttime urination and want to take a proactive approach 
to prostate health.* Virtually all nutrients that are important to prostate 
health are combined in Super Prostate Formula™.* 

I encourage you to try it. With my FREE Trial Offer (just pay S&H), 
you have nothing to lose! -Michael Teplisky, M.D. 

• Reduce Frequency and Urgency* 

• Get a Better Night's Sleep* 

• Support Healthy Urinary Function" 



* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. 
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease. 



From Some Satisfied Customers 



"Super Prostate Formula has changed my life both 
physically and psychologically I'm happier. ..lam able 
to do the things I want to do with my wife or my 
friends without having to worry about where is the 
next restroom located. I just feel fantastic." t 

—Sam Azar 



WWW. 



"/ would say to women out there whose husbands "It's amazing how a lack of sleep and being 

are having problems. . . not getting a good night sleep, interrupted every 2-3 hours affects everything 

keeping me awake also, that if you want to see a else in your life. The Super Prostate Formula 

change in his health, let him try Super Prostate works and it works fantastic!"} — Paul Hudak 

Formula. What has he got to lose?"} j individual results may vary. 

— Evelyn Hoffer These results may not be typical. 

MyFreeSu per Prostate, com 



Call now for your FREE 30 day trial Oust pay s& h) 

1-800-506-7456 

Your Health Is Too Important To Wait! 
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A Trial of Patience 

Delay-weary Orlando veterans want action now on the VA medical center 
they've awaited since the mid-1980s. Two years into the most recent site-selection 
trudge, the job won't get done by the end of this decade, leaving another 
CARES promise on hold until the money shows up. 



VA HEALTH CARE 

A System Worth Saving 



This is the fourth in a series on the status 
of VA's Capital Asset Realignment for 
Enhanced Services process. CARES looked 
20 years into the future of the nation's 
largest managed-care program and 
envisioned greater access, lower costs and 
increased efficiency. Two years later, that 
vision awaits final decisions and federal 
funding necessary to fulfill the program's 
many promises across the nation. 

American Legion Department of Florida Veterans 
Affairs & Rehabilitation Commission Chairman 
Kelton Sweet, left, and Adjutant John Newstreet 
say Orlando's VA patients deserve better access 
than one outpatient clinic, background, jeffstomr 



BY JEFF STOFFER 

Orange County veterans service officer Mike Dixon 
keeps a string of statistics in the back of his mind 
to recite whenever the subject of Orlando's long-awaited 
VA medical center comes up. 

No. 1, he says, is Florida's national rank among states 
with the greatest number of veterans age 65 and older. 

No. 1, he adds, is Florida's rank among states that are 
home to veterans with service-connected disabilities 
rated 50 percent or higher. 

Dixon, a Navy veteran, says his particular slice of 
Florida, the theme-park-speckled midsection, has the 
nation's largest mass of veterans - about 360,000 - 
without a VA medical center. Because of that, more than 
40,000 patients a year swarm into a suburbia-locked VA 
outpatient clinic on the grounds of a former Navy 
hospital in the community of Winter Park; no other 
similar VA clinic in America treats so many patients a 
year. Veterans with more serious medical needs are 
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Orange County veterans service 
officer Mike Dixon says it's 
"staggering" that VA funds have 
not followed populations. Jeff Staffer 



forced to cross the state and try to get into the VA 
medical center at Tampa or seek help in the private 
sector. "If we get a request today for someone to go 
to Tampa, possibilities are there is not bed space 
for them," Dixon says. "That person has to go 
outside. If the VA authorizes him to go into that 
(outside) hospital, VA picks up the initial tab, if he 
meets certain 
criteria. As soon 
as that veteran is 
stable, VA stops 
paying. From the 
time they consider 
the veteran stable 
until he comes out 
of the hospital, he 
is responsible for 
the bill, person- 
ally. If we appeal 
that and it goes 
through the 
process, it could 
take years. His 
credit is de- 
stroyed." 

There's a kicker 
to Dixon's litany of 
first-place rank- 
ings and overflowing veterans population figures. 
"The last time I checked," he says, "the state of 
Florida was No. 37 in the pecking order nationally 
for veterans health-care funding. It's staggering." 

Dixon did not think he'd still be reciting those 
numbers in summer 2006. The case for a new VA 
medical center in central Florida had already been 
made and won at least twice in the past 25 years - 
once in the mid-1980s and more recently in the 
national spotlight of VA's Capital Asset Realign- 
ment for Enhanced Services (CARES) process. 
The local community, area veterans, congressional 
leaders and even the former VA secretary all 
agreed: Orlando was long overdue when the 
CARES decision was announced in May 2004. 

"With only 45 percent of area veterans within 
access standards for hospital care, the Orlando 
area needs a new medical center," then-VA Secre- 
tary Anthony Principi wrote in his decision. 
"VA will develop a plan for the design and con- 
struction of this project by September 2004." 

As with most of CARES, things did not happen 
that way, and veterans are still waiting. 

A Failure to Appropriate. Orlando joined Denver 
and Las Vegas on a short list of urgent major- 
construction projects amid controversial recom- 



mendations for hospital closures, reductions and 
dramatically changed missions at about two dozen 
other facilities elsewhere around the country. 
CARES also called for 156 new community-based 
outpatient clinics by 2012, increased use of out- 
side contractors and accelerated efforts to put 
VA health-care services within closer reach of 
the veterans who need it. 

CARES was heralded as a nationwide roadmap 
leading to a brighter, more cost-effective destina- 
tion for veterans health care in the United States. 
Since then, however, Congress has shown little 
willingness to pay the fare. 

Principi was clear that the nationwide realign- 
ment, a painstaking plan five years in the making, 
would need $1 billion annually in dedicated 
construction money over a half-dozen or so years. 
That investment was estimated to reduce VA's 
excess-property burden by 42 percent and carve 
about $2.3 billion from annual maintenance costs 
by 2022. The long-term savings, Principi said, 
would convert into dollars VA could use treating 
patients. "CARES will require substantial invest- 
ment," he wrote. "However, not proceeding with 
CARES would require funding to maintain or 
renovate obsolete facilities and would leave 
VA with numerous redundant, outmoded or 
poorly located facilities." 

Congress has not hit the $1 billion mark for 
CARES in any year yet, let alone all of them, as 
Principi suggested. Major VA construction is now 

budgeted at less 



A well-researched 
roadmap 



report that came out in 
February 2004 and 
guided the final decision 
in May that year was 
based on 81 site visits 
to VA, state and 
DoD medical and long- 
term care facilities, 
38 formal public hearings 
in 20 VA regions and 
approximately 212,000 
public comments. 



than a third of 
that. Projects 
identified as high 
priorities in 2004 
have since been 
replaced in the 
budget by projects 
that weren't even 
mentioned in the 
CARES process. 
Veterans in places 
like Orlando 
believed the 
decision was firm, 
complete with 
clearly articulated 



deadlines and 
personal promises that the federal government 
would soon try to close the gap between central 
Florida's fast-rising veteran patient numbers and 
a lackluster fiscal commitment to meet their 
VA health-care needs. 
Limited funding for CARES has likewise gener- 
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FORMERS 



ated limited progress nationwide on VA's challenge 
to correct its costly infrastructure problems. 
Government reports in 1999 showed VA was 
spending upwards of $1 million a day maintaining 
unnecessary property. So 
far, a handful of the 
CARES closures are 
nearing completion, 
including Gulfport, Miss., 
which was fast-tracked by 
the destruction of Hurri- 
cane Katrina in 2005. 
VA announced last sum- 
mer that 25 new commu- 
nity-based outpatient 
clinics, 11 of which were 
not mentioned in CARES, 
were coming soon. Facili- 
ties formerly on the 
CARES chopping block 
in Boston, New York and 
Texas were granted stays 
of execution this year - 
beneficiaries of local 
opposition to their closure, 
followed by the politically 
safe no-action option. 
The futures of some 
facilities, like Livermore, 
Calif., and Walla Walla, Wash., were well into 
their third year of CARES limbo by the end of 
last summer. 

Among the three new medical centers identi- 
fied as high priorities by CARES in 2004, only 
Las Vegas has received a portion of its construc- 
tion money, the balance of which was passed over 
in the 2007 budget. Denver's new VA medical 
center was rejected from the 2007 budget by the 
House Appropriations Committee last May after 
the cost estimate ballooned from $328 million to 
$621 million in two years. The other major CARES 
project is Orlando, where a VA site-selection 
decision has been so slow coming that some 
veterans believe the delay is a strategic attempt to 
withhold funds until a better budget year. Bot- 
tom line: Orlando is one of three major cities in 
America where sorely needed VA medical cen- 
ters are still years away from completion due 
to Washington's inability to get the projects 
funded and built. 

"I am 72 years of age, so I don't look too far 
into the future," says Kelton Sweet, chairman of 
the American Legion Department of Florida 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Commission. 
"I think this is a wonderful plan, and I hope it 



"Millions of veterans, following 
the population migration patterns of 
the nation as a whole ... moved to the 
South, the west and the Southwest 
Many VA facilities are now located 
where veterans used to live rather 



NTHONY PRINCIPI 



escribing southward-shifti 
emographics as a major influence behind 
many recommendations in his 2004 CARES 
decision. Facility reductions, consolidations 
and closures were called for in places like 
Pennsylvania, New York and Ohio, to go along 
with the closure of Chicago's Lakeside VA 
Medical Center in the CARES pilot project, 
to reflect growth in fair-weather areas 
and exodus from cold-winter states. 



works. Do I see it in the future? Yes, I do. The 
problem is, how long into the future?" 

Sweet says the memory is still fresh for many 
area veterans of a mid-1980s effort to build a new 

Orlando VA medical 
center. Those plans 
made it all the way 
to site selection but 
then were ensnared 
and ultimately 
paralyzed in a 
political battle over 
where to build, Sweet 
says. The problem 
then and now, he 
adds, "is not VA. 
You have people 
who care at VA. 
It's pressure from 
the outside." 

Td say the buzz- 
word here is frustra- 
tion," Florida Depart- 
ment Adjutant John 
Newstreet says. 
"Winter Park is the 
busiest clinic in the 
nation; the traffic is 
certainly here. 
Having identified that, it's frustrating to see these 
delays and not getting the end product, which is a 
new hospital." 

"Wherever It's Built." In late July, VA Secretary 
James Nicholson announced what most veterans in 
Orlando already realized: the list of possible sites 
for their new VA medical center was down to two. 
Twenty-seven months had passed since the CARES 
decision. In that time, $25 million had been 
appropriated for site selection and design work 
that envisioned a 134-bed hospital, 118-bed nurs- 
ing home, a 60-bed domiciliary, an outpatient 
clinic and other services. 

By late summer 2006, local veterans hoped VA 
would have at least settled on one final location. 

Seven sites were studied, including one along- 
side the University of Central Florida downtown, 
which recently received approval to open a new 
medical school. Eventually, talks boiled down to 
just two locations - one at the International 
Corporate Park (ICP) near the Winter Park clinic 
where a developer was willing to offer 20 free 
bonus acres, the other at a fast-emerging "medical 
city" near Lake Nona, where UCF plans to break 
ground on its new medical school and where 
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Neil Euliano, left, and Earle Denton are among many Orlando-area 
veterans who believe the site-selection process has gone on way too 
long. Architectural designs are ready to go, wherever the new VA 
medical center is built. Last summer, VA Secretary James Nicholson 
announced that he had reduced the site possibilities to two. jeffsmmr 



$400,000 is not an unreasonable price for one acre 
of land. The ICP acres sell for about half that. 

"Different groups came down on the side of each 
different site," said Dr. Neil R. Euliano, an Army 
veteran and chairman of the Central Florida 
Veterans Founda- 
tion. "The sites 
were not perfect, 
according to VA. 
Both left a little bit 
to be desired. We, 
as veterans, came 
down on the side 
of, 'We want a 
hospital wherever 
it's built.' We 
have waited 
almost two and a 
half years for a 
site to be chosen." 

The House 
Veterans Affairs 
Committee passed 
legislation last 
summer authoriz- 
ing $377 million 

for a new Orlando VA medical center at one site or 
another, but that does not mean the money is a 
lock. The committee's funding request to replace 
the old VA medical center in Denver last spring 
was shot down in appropriations, along with a 
stern warning from the appropriators "that few, if 
any, projects will be approved in the future if such 
costs are not brought under control." 

U.S. Rep. Tom Feeney, R-Fla., celebrated the 
House Veterans Affairs Committee's recent gesture 
with a July 20 news release that mentioned only 
one location for the new VA hospital. "The Lake 
Nona site will complement the UCF medical school 
beautifully," Feeney said. "Our thriving commu- 
nity will have the opportunity to be the most 
extraordinary medical city in the country, spawn- 
ing future projects and plans ... Congress' decision 
to invest $402 million is a major step forward to 
starting construction on Orlando's new VA hospital 
next to our new UCF medical school." 

Just six days later came Nicholson's statement 
that both the Lake Nona and ICP sites were 
still in the running. The final decision thus re- 
mained unmade. 

"We do not care what site is picked," says 
Earle L. Denton, who served as an Army platoon 
leader in the Korean War and battalion command- 
er in Vietnam. "We just want them to pick a site. 
We're doing everything we can. We write letters. 



We make speeches. We call our congressmen. 
We convinced a VA secretary. We are making 
a lot of noise." 

Denton says veterans are losing confidence in 
the promise of CARES. "We'll believe it when we 

see it. Until then, 
we're not very 
optimistic. Secre- 
tary Principi came 
down and spoke 
personally to me 
and to members of 
the veterans 
leadership here. 
He said, 'When 
you are ready, the 
money will be 
there, period. And 
we will select 
a site no later than 
Dec. 7, 2005.' It 
was supposed to 
have been set on 
Nov. 11, 2005. 
Those two 
dates are signifi- 
cant, if you're a veteran. It has been pushed back 
month by month by month ever since." 

Collaboration Fever. Is VA waiting to see if Orlan- 
do can somehow fit into the so-called Charleston 
Model of cost sharing through deeper relations 
with university medical schools? The Medical 
University of South Carolina and the Ralph John- 
son VA Medical Center in downtown Charleston, 
S.C., have been working through the legal, admin- 
istrative, fiscal and clinical issues of constructing 
and operating a joint hospital - an unprecedented 
plan that received budget support from the House 
Veterans Affairs Committee in the same bill that 
earmarked the $377 million for Orlando. The 
Charleston Model is now being applied to help VA 
and Louisiana State University collaborate on the 
construction of a joint facility in downtown New 
Orleans after Hurricane Katrina and the floods that 
followed devastated both the VA medical center 
and the LSU-run Charity Hospital there. 

Dixon says he is not sure how the Charleston 
Model will apply to Orlando. The med school and 
VA are "an apple and an orange. I don't think one 
is co-dependent on the other. The hospital is going 
to be built. The med school is going to be built. It 
doesn't make any difference." 

John Pickens III, communications manager for 
the VA region that includes Orlando, says the 
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Jason M. 
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Well Jason, 
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the feelings we shared together were totally 
mind-blowing. And, here's the best part, 
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Charleston Model could serve as a guide for a 
UCF collaboration, but he's not sure it's the key 
to unlock funding from Washington. "Will it 
help get things done quicker? I can't say. But (the 
Charleston Model) will ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
make sure we do it cor- 
rectly. The advantage of a 
medical school is a won- 
derful thing for VA and for 
veterans in the area, but I 
don't see it as the trigger." 

Dr. Michael Doukas, 
chief of staff and acting 
director at the Winter Park 
clinic, says affiliations are 
now and will continue to 
be an important part of 
the local VA health-care 
system in areas other than 
physician support, like 
nursing and pharmacy. 
He says enhanced med- 
school affiliations nation- 
wide historically benefit 
local veterans whose care 
comes from some of the 
best minds in medicine - 
doctors active in research 
and education, along with 
patient care. "You wind 
up with a staff that is 
really on their toes, in 
terms of keeping up 
with the literature and 
keeping up with modern 
medicine," Doukas says. 
"If you have to teach it, 
you have to know it 
really well. It's one 
plus one equals three. 
It's synergy." 

It all sounds good on 
paper. And, as of late 
last summer, that's exactly 
where the Orlando 
VA Medical Center could 
be found. 

"Once site selection is 
made, we are open to collaborative opportunities 
with all of our affiliates," Pickens says. "We don't 
want to rule anyone out who can help make it the 
best medical center it can be." 



Action and no-action options 
■ BIG SPRING, TEXAS: 



0 f VA 
ounced 

that services would not be eliminated, 
reduced or consolidated at the Big Spring 
VA Medical Center. Inpatient and mental- 
health services would instead be studied 
for expansion. Big Spring was examined 
under CARES for possible closure, with a 
new critical-access hospital envisioned 
land area. 



LOUISVILLE, KY.: 



ne 30, Nicholson 
isville-area veterans 
state-of-the-art VA 
medical center to replace the 1950-built 
facility downtown. He said VA had enough 
information to begin the site-selection 
process but warned that funding still had 
to be requested from Congress. The 2004 
CARES decision called for a feasibility 
study on the replacement to be complete 
bv the end of that vear. 



I WHITE CITY, ORE. 



holson announced 
only freestanding 
r would receive a 
major modernization, including several 
new buildings, a new domiciliary and 
other renovations. CARES called for a 
study into the reduction of the White City 
footprint and the disposal of vacant or 
under-used property there. 

On July 28, the secretary 
announced that VA would not consolidate 
Boston's four VA medical centers into one 
new facility, as proposed for 
consideration under CARES. 



NEW YORK CITY: 



The secretary 
, medical centers in 
Brooklyn would continue 
to operate independently rather than be 
consolidated into one, as considered 
under CARES. 



the secretary picks a site, and Congress says it is 
not going to fund that site, we're back to square 
one, and we lose the hospital. We need to stick to 
the basics and get this hospital built so our veter- 
ans have access to health 
care, so we can see these 
partnerships happen, so 
we can have the doctors 
come. Until we get a 
building that starts the 
affiliation with the univer- 
sity, until UCF gets its med 
school that starts the 
affiliation with VA, all of 
this is an idea." 

It is an idea Dixon 
realizes won't materialize 
this decade. "You have all 
the veterans here, but the 
funding is not," he says. 
"CARES was supposed to 
change this and close 
down facilities where 
veterans no longer live. It 
didn't do that. We are 
losing World War II 
veterans at 1,500 to 
1,600 a day nationally. 
Every year delaying this 
funding means we are 
losing those veterans so 
fast that this hospital is 
not going to be there to 
support them." 

Denton says Orlando 
veterans have waited 
long enough for the kind 
of care a new VA medical 
center will deliver. 
"VA's quality of care is 
superb; we have absolutely 
no problem with that. 
It's just the waiting 
process. The quality is sec- 
ond to none. If it was just 
more accessible, it would 
be great. And if they 
would just implement 
the CARES decisions, we wouldn't be here talking 
about this." || 

Next: New Orleans and Denver 



The Next Step. Site selection is just one step in a Jeff Stoffer is managing editor of The American 
journey far from completion, Newstreet says. "If Legion Magazine. 



LIMITED-TIME OFFER 

Reservations will be accepted on a 
first-come-first-serve basis 

Respond as soon as possible to 
reserve your watch. 




RESERVATION APPLICATION 
THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 

YES. I wish to commission a "U.S. Navy Watch" to be 
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Signature, 



Mr. Mrs. Ms.. 



Your Complete Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 

*Plus one-time charge of $£ 
shipping and service. Allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery after we receive 
your initial deposit. All sales subject 
to product availability and order 
acceptance. 



Address _ 
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State, 
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Before We Do Business 

Vietnam must break its China-like pattern of human-rights abuses. 



BY U.S. REP. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 

The United States signed a bilateral trade 
agreement with Vietnam last May, and the 
Bush administration introduced legislation to 
bestow Most Favored Nation status, or, as we 
call it today, "Permanent Normal Trade Rela- 
tions" (PNTR) on Vietnam, clearing the way 
for its entry into the World Trade Organization. 

The administration not only believes it has 
gotten a trade deal that will benefit all Ameri- 
cans, but that this deal also will help transform 
Vietnam's rapid economic growth into across- 
the-board political reform. We are told that 
economic growth and the openness it brings 
will lead to the end of the Communist Party's 
corrupt monopoly on power, the institution of 
the rule of law, and to the end of political, 
ethnic and religious persecution of its citizens. 

Sadly, we've been told this before. Sadly, it 
has proven untrue. 

This was the argument we were given, and 
Congress unfortunately accepted, when we 
granted PNTR status to China and admitted it 
to the WTO. China's economy has certainly 



shown incredible growth, but its human-rights 
situation has actually worsened. It maintains a 
gigantic system of gulags known as laogai, 
re-education camps where millions are de- 
tained without trial and are forced to work as 
slave laborers. China has intensified its horrific 
persecution of the peaceful spiritual movement 
Falun Gong, and fiercely persecutes indepen- 
dent Protestant and Catholic churches that 
refuse to allow militant atheists of the Com- 
munist Party to determine when, where and 
how they will be allowed to worship God. 

The Chinese government continues its 
cultural genocide against Tibetan Buddhists 
and Uighur Mulims. China's war on women 
and children continues unabated with its 
coercive one-child per couple policy and forced 
abortions and sterilization. China's new wealth 
has led it to become the second-largest user of 
the Internet. But China has turned the Internet 
into a tool not for information and democrati- 
zation but for propaganda and the repression 
of dissent. With the active collaboration of U.S. 



commentary 



companies, China has taken the lead in 
creating and jailing "Internet dissidents." 

As many of us in Congress predicted, the 
economic deal with China has turned rotten, 
even from the purely economic aspect for 
American workers and many U.S. companies 
that struggle with intellectual piracy, unfair 
competition from slaves, children and desper- 
ate workers who lack even basic labor protec- 
tions, and from an artificially devalued cur- 
rency. Each year we set new records in our 
trade deficits with China. 

Now we are asked to provide the same 
trading status to Vietnam. 

For the second straight year, the U.S. Depart- 
ment of State has designated Vietnam a 
"Country of Particular Concern" for systematic 
and egregious abuses against religious free- 
dom. Vietnam shares this dubious distinction 
with countries such as China, North Korea, 
Saudi Arabia and Iran. Even Pakistan, Egypt 
and Uzbekistan don't make this list. 

The independent, congressionally mandated 
U.S. Commission on Religious Freedom 
insisted last March, at a hearing that I chaired 
on Human Rights in Vietnam, 
that "religious prisoners 
remain behind bars, and new 
arrests have been made, 
hundreds of churches remain 
closed, forced renunciations 
of faith continue, and restric- 
tions on, and harassment of, 
all of Vietnam's diverse 
religious communities 
remain. Targeted specifically 
are Montagnard and Hmong 
Protestants, unregistered 
'house churches,' Vietnamese 
Mennonites, followers of Hoa 
Hao Buddhism, and the 
banned United Buddhist 
Church of Vietnam (UBCV)." 

I went there last December 
and spoke to dozens of 
Vietnamese citizens, includ- 
ing archbishops, priests, 
pastors, Buddhist monks, 
ordinary lay people, and 
peaceful democracy activists 
and their relatives. People are 
still imprisoned in Vietnam 
simply because they disagree 
with the government's 
draconian restrictions on 



fundamental human rights and basic liberties. 
Vietnam has joined China in imprisoning 
Internet dissidents. In March 2002, Vietnam- 
ese government police arrested Dr. Pham 
Hong Son on charges of espionage after he 
translated an article titled "What is Democ- 
racy" from the Web site of the U.S. Embassy 
and sent it to friends and senior Vietnamese 
officials. I met with Dr. Pham's courageous 
wife, who was subjected to visible police 
intimidation even as we met. Dr. Pham is still 
in jail. The House recently passed my resolu- 
tion calling for freedom for Dr. Pham and for 
all of Vietnam's political prisoners and prison- 
ers of conscience. Vietnam has yet to respond 
in any meaningful way. 

The situation in Vietnam is most tragic for 
our former comrades in arms, the Montag- 
nards in the Central Highlands and the Hmong 
in the Northwest Highlands. Human Rights 
Watch recently published a report that exposed 
"ongoing religious and political persecution in 
Vietnam's Central Highlands." 

There are disturbing reports of reprisals, 
including detention, torture and sexual abuse 
against the family members 
of Montagnards, whose 
relatives in the United States 
are active in human-rights 
movements or have testified 
before the U.S. Congress, 
including my own subcom- 
mittee, or who have simply 
opted to seek visas for their 
relatives to join them in 
America. Free access to the 
Highlands is routinely 
blocked, and Montagnards 
and Hmong cannot speak 
candidly with outsiders about 
their plight until they have 
escaped. The torture and 
mistreatment of forced 
returnees is especially harsh. 

The torture and mistreat- 
ment of forced returnees is 
especially harsh. There are 
now a number of "double- 
backers," refugees who fled 
to Cambodia but were 
"voluntarily" returned by the 
United Nations, whereupon 
they received harsh treatment 
from the Vietnamese govern- 
ment and were forced to flee 



Business as usual 

Human Rights Watch recently 
produced a report describing 
ongoing abuses by Vietnam 
authorities against indigenous 
Montagnards. Among the 
findings: 

"Vietnamese officials continue 
to force Montagnard Christians 
to sign pledges renouncing 
their religion ... 

"Authorities ban Christian 
gatherings ... unless they are 
presided over by officially 
recognized pastors ... 

"More than 350 Montagnards 
have been sentenced to prison 
since 2001, largely for peaceful 
political or religious activities ... 

"More than 60 Montagnards 
have been imprisoned after 
being forcibly returned from 
Cambodia, where they were 
seeking asylum ... 

"During 2005 alone, at least 142 
people were sentenced to 
prison terms of up to 17 years 
... more than double the number 
imprisoned during the previous 
year." 



again. Even the U.N. now seems willing to 
believe their stories of persecution. 

In the Northwest, hundreds of Christian 
communities exist at best in legal limbo; at 
worst they suffer serious persecution. Credible 
reports indicate that some Christian groups 
have tried to exercise their legal rights to 
register as government-recognized churches 
but are being harassed worse than they were 
before. As Human Rights Watch has noted, 
persecution persists "once (the Vietnamese 
authorities) are out of the sight of international 
observers." 

It would be inappropriate in any discussion 
of Vietnam not to raise the issue that engages 
Americans more deeply than any other when 
we talk of Vietnam: the need to complete a 
full, thorough and responsible accounting of 
the remaining American MIAs from the 
Vietnam War. Of the original 1,923 POW/MIAs 
who were unaccounted for after the war, 
nearly 1,400 remain missing. 

During my last visit to Vietnam in December 
2005, I met with Vietnamese and U.S. military 
officials from the Joint Personnel Accounting 
Command (JPAC) to discuss ongoing problems 
in the unresolved MIA cases from the Vietnam 
War. While JPAC is making progress and is 
able to conduct approximately four joint field 
activities per year in Vietnam, it is readily 
evident that the government of Vietnam could 
be more forthcoming and transparent in 
providing the fullest accounting. I remain 
deeply concerned that it could, and should, 
offer better information pertaining to the 
missing and the last-known-alive. It is our 
sacred duty to the families of the missing that 
we never forget and never cease our pursuit 
until we achieve the fullest possible account- 
ing of our MIAs. 

We have a unique opportunity this year to 
achieve real and lasting progress in Vietnam. 
The Southeast Asian country is eager to 
receive PNTR with the United States and to 
gain admittance to the WTO. Vietnam must 
show systematic reforms in its human-rights 
policies before it should be considered for 
either. The administration and Congress must 
use the leverage we have and pressure Hanoi 
for more deeds than words. We must be vocal 
in the belief that basic human rights in Viet- 
nam and that country's admission into the 
World Trade Organization are linked. 

Americans can help by contacting their 
senators and representatives and insisting that 



human-rights conditions be attached to PNTR 
and WTO. At a minimum, these must include 
freedom for all peaceful religious groups and 
their religious and charitable activities, 
including the right to select their own leaders; 
free access to the Central and Northwest 
Highlands, and an end to persecution of ethnic 
minorities; freedom from detention, harass- 
ment and house arrest of all political and 
religious prisoners; an end to censorship, 




Vietnamese Deputy Prime Minister Vu Khoan, left, 
meets with WTO Director General Pascal Lamy on 
the sidelines of an Asia-Pacific trade meeting in Ho 
Chi Minh City last June, ap 

especially Internet censorship; and absolutely 
free access to conduct thorough searches to 
account for our remaining POW/MIAs. Second, 
ask them to support my law, H.R. 3190, the 
Vietnam Human Rights Act, which the House 
of Representatives has passed in landslide 
votes in 2001 and 2004 but the Senate has 
never acted on. Ask them to support the Global 
Online Freedom Act of 2006, H.R. 4780, which 
will establish U.S. policy regarding the free 
flow of information on the Internet and help 
the persecuted in Vietnam. The bill will enable 
the United States to protect a free Internet and 
ensure that American companies operating in 
countries with repressive governments are able 
to respect the universal rights of freedom of 
speech and press. 

We got it wrong with China. Let's get it right 
this time with Vietnam. || 

U.S. Rep. Christopher H. Smith, R-N.J., is vice 
chairman of the House International Relations 
Committee and former chairman of the House 
Veterans Affairs Committee. 



SPLIT WOOD 
INDOORS 

with the Amazing DR® Electric - 
Powered Wood Splitter! 



• ELECTRIC CONVENIENCE means no 
loud noise or fumes, so you can split ANY TIME, even 
in a garage or basement — night or day, rain or shine! 

• POWERFUL 1800-watt electric (llOv) motor 
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gas-powered splitter! 

• TRANSPORTS EASILY on wheels like a 
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— CP. Hall, Coverside Farm, 
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OF THE 

AR DEAL 




Buyers who don't 
do their homework 
only widen the 
profit margins of 
auto dealers. 




TIPS FROM THE PROS 



Consumer advocates advise buyers to go into car deals with their eyes wide open. 



Don't tie yourself to a monthly payment. Salesmen 
salivate over "payment buyers," who they know will pay a 
small fortune for any vehicle if the payment fits within 
their monthly budget. Salesmen will shuffle trade-in 
values, MSRP numbers, financing terms and down 
payments until they reach the buyer's magic number. 
Focus on the cost of car. Everything else is irrelevant. 

Forget about the "extra protection." Add-ons like paint 
protection, rust proofing and undercoating are pure profit 
for the dealer, costly for the buyer and generally 
unnecessary since most new cars include 100,000-mile 
rust protection in their factory warranties. 



How about extended warranties? It depends. Buying 
an extended warranty at the time of purchase may be 
prudent if you're absolutely sure you'll be driving the car 
long after the original warranty expires. It is less costly to 
add warranty extensions to the original purchase, and the 
dealer's price is usually less expensive than that offered 
by third-party warranty vendors. Still, proceed with 
caution. Consumer Reports, the granddaddy of all 
consumer-advocate organizations, does not recommend 
the purchase of extended warranties. 



BY DAN ALLSUP 



v he chassis is rusted, the roof leaks, 
the tires are bald, and every time 
you crank the engine it sounds like a 
rock band is tuning up inside your 
garage. Even your spouse agrees: it's time to 
trade in the old clunker and start looking for 
new wheels. So you clench your teeth, put a 
rubber band on your wallet and head down 
to the neighborhood car dealer. 

Hold it right there. This may be the second- 
largest purchase you'll ever make, and you're 
cruising for a financial bruising if you're not 
willing to do at least as much research as 
you would when buying an off-the-rack suit 
at the mall. Nearly 17 million new and an 
untold number of used cars were sold in the 
United States in 2005. The amount of money 
consumers overspent would probably pay off 
the national debt. 

Anyone who's bought a car since 2000 and 
didn't wear out at least one mouse surfing for 
information on the Internet before going to 
the showroom probably could have saved the 
equivalent of a year's fuel costs. The infor- 
mation is all there, readily available, and 
usually free. 

You know the car and the cool gadgets you 
want, and you know what the dealer paid. 
Now what? Experts agree that it's always a 



good idea to make the salesperson aware that 
you have the true numbers and know how to 
use them. Always remember you're the boss. 

That doesn't mean you should enter a 
showroom with an attitude. Both parties are 
on a mission: the salesperson's is to make as 
much money as possible, and yours is to 
make sure it doesn't happen like that. When 
an informed buyer does business with a 
professional salesman, a fair deal can and 
should be struck. 

"The manufacturer didn't just loan us 
those cars out on the lot and hope we sell 
them," says Joe Pisciotta, an assistant sales 
manager in St. Louis. "We bought every one 
of those cars, and our job is to sell them as 
quickly as we can - at a profit. There's no 
free lunch, but not many reputable salespeo- 
ple or dealers are going to really try to rip 
you off. You'll eventually find out, and we 
want you to come back again. But we're not 
going to lose money, and that's a fact." 

In his 19th year of pounding car-lot 
pavement, the noticeably non-fast-talking 
Pisciotta was the top salesman in his 27-state 
region for five consecutive years. 

He dispels the myth that salesmen and 
dealers make a huge commission on every 
car they sell. "I average about $300 in 



Negotiate price first. Work with the salesperson to lock 
down the price of your new car before ever discussing 
the trade-in value of your old one. Once you establish a 
purchase price, don't let the salesperson tell you how 
much your trade-in is worth. Research the trade-in value 
of your vehicle ahead of time, tell the salesperson what 
you expect to get in trade, and let the negotiations begin. 

Why do salesman run back and forth to the sales 
manager? Staff turnover is common at dealerships, so 
inexperienced salespeople are closely monitored. They 
rarely have authority to close a deal, and sales managers 
hold the keys to the treasure chest of manufacturer 



rebates and incentives. If the runaround gets too 
frustrating, insist on working directly with the manager. 

Rebate or low-interest rate? What's the better deal, a 
zero percent or low-interest loan or a big rebate at the 
time of sale? It depends on the amount of the loan. Figure 
out the monthly payment under each offer. Multiply the 
amount by the number of months of the financing term. 
Then, subtract the cash you're saving from the rebate and 
compare the net costs. 
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commission on each sale/' Pisciotta says. 
"The dealer also gets his share, in addition to 
manufacturer incentives. That's a fair profit 
because I do a lot of work. I'm not going to 
work from 7:30 a.m. until 9 p.m. five or six 
days a week for 70 grand a 
year." 

The Internet is a valuable 
resource for auto shopping, 
but nothing replaces the 
intimate act of getting 
behind the wheel for the 
first time, inhaling that 
new-car aroma and rolling 
out of the dealer's lot for a 
test drive. 

Some consumer advocates 
suggest you take more than 
one test spin. The first time 
out you'll probably be more 
concerned with avoiding an 
accident in a strange vehicle 
than paying attention to the 
details of the drive. Is the 
drive hard or soft? Is there room in the trunk 
for the golf clubs? How does it handle pot 
holes? Is there leg room in the back seat? Are 
the controls accessible and convenient? How 
about road noise? Can you easily get in and 
out of the car? How difficult is it to parallel 
park? 

Keep your thoughts to yourself during the 
test drive. Savvy salesmen may take advan- 
tage of you by talking about things you want 
to keep to yourself, like how much you can 



WHEELS ON THE WEB 

informative Web sites offer 
reviews, pricing information 
and other buying tips. 

www.autobytel.com 
www.autoweb.com 
www.caranddriver.com 
www.carpoint.com 
www.carsdirect.com 
www.consumerreports.org 
www.edmunds.com 
www.fightingchance.com 
www.intellichoice.com 
www.kbb.com 
www.theautochannel.com 



afford, and how much you want for your 
trade-in. Keep your eyes on the road, and 
keep your information to yourself until you're 
ready to deal. 

Best Time to Buy. Most experts agree that 
there really are best times of the month and 
year to prowl the showrooms. The end of the 
month is always good because dealers are 
trying to clear their lots, wipe the slate clean 
and start the next month anew. Another good 
time to strike is when the next year's models 
are introduced. Once again, dealers will do 
everything they can to clear out their old 
inventory and put the fresh stuff on the floor. 

December is always good. The new cars are 
out, but most showrooms are empty because 
everybody is out shopping for Christmas 
gifts. It's also wise to strike when bad 
weather hits town and all the customers are 
at home staying warm and dry. The forlorn 
Maytag man looks like a Manhattan socialite 
compared to a car salesman with no custom- 
ers to pressure. Want a convertible? Visit your 
local dealer during a January blizzard. Try 
buying a rag top in August, when every 
other surfer wannabe is on the prowl, and 
you'll find out why. 

Buying a new car needn't be painful. 
Consider it a challenge. Just be prepared, be 
patient and enjoy the ride. || 

Dan Allsup is a St. Louis-area freelance writer. 
In the course of researching this story, he 
bought a new car. 



THE ROAD TO A BETTER DEAL 

Consumer organizations, car magazines and an award-winning salesmen offer these car-shopping insights: 



Study prices. Know the true value of your dream 
machine before you start to haggle. The true retail price 
is available on the manufacturer's Web site. 
You're the boss. Remember that the dealer needs you 
more than you need him. 

Crunch the numbers. Find out what the dealer paid and 
use that information to your advantage. 
Be cool. Never let the salesman know just how 
determined you are to drive your dream car off the lot 
that day - even if you're willing to refinance your home to 
do so. Let him know that you're ready to walk if you don't 
get the price you want. 

Don't buy on impulse. It's always a good idea to wait a 
few days or more to cool off before closing the deal. 



investigate financing ahead of time. Compare your 
bank or credit union's rates to the dealer's offer. 
Set limits. Set a maximum amount that you'll pay for the 
car, and don't budge. 

Begin at the beginning. Remember that the sticker price 
is just the starting point. 

Know the competition. Find out how much the dealer's 
competition is asking for the same model and get it in 
writing. You'll always come out ahead when you can get 
two or more dealers competing for your business. 
The finale. When a salesman asks, "What do I have to do 
to get you in this car today?" Tell him the truth. Give him 
your bottom-line number again and head for the door. 
He'll probably call you back. 

- Dan Allsup 
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"My diagnosis of Cancer came as a shock to myself and my wife— 
little did we know that it would also end our intimate experiences. . . 
that is until we found the Vacurect™ vacuum therapy system. So 
simple and easy to use and. . . after several months of use I 
began to regain my normal function!" -Mobile, AL 

"For the last five years, my husband and I have been using an 
earlier model vacuum system... it was awkward to include in 
our love-making and the rings were uncomfortable for my 
husband. Now the Vacurect™ has unbelievably enhanced our 
intimate moments together!" -Clifton, NJ 




The Difference is in the Design 



RX Vacurect 
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sfunction (ED), you may have heard 
of-perhaps even tried-a Vacuum Erection Device (VED). What you may not know, 
however is that only RX Vacurect™ utilizes the most current technology available in 
vacuum therapy treatment today. 

In fact, the RX Vacurect™ technology difference is so significant, it's backed by a 30-day 
100% money-back guarantee. And here's why: 

Discreet One-Piece Design - RX Vacurect™ is smaller, lighter, and requires no 
complicated assembly. As a result, it's not only the easiest system to use, but it also 
allows more intimacy. 

Effortless Tension System Technology - RX Vacurect™ tension system is easier to 

apply, requires no hand strength or physical coordination. Better yet, RX Vacurect™ tension systems last 

longer and are less expensive to replace. 

Developed by a U.S. Armed Forces Veteran who knows ED and has over 20 years of experience in vacuum 
therapy research and development, RX Vacurect™ is FDA-registered and Covered by Medicare and Most 
other Insurance Companies. Equally important, RX Vacurect T 

which are still using outdated, clumsy technology. 
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So why settle for less than the best that 
vacuum therapy has to offer? If you want 
the most compact, reliable and easiest to 
use VED available on the market today, 
discover the RX Vacurect™ difference! 

For more details or to receive your 
FREE Patient Information/Starter 
Kit, call us Toll Free at 

(877) 266-7699. 



is less expensive than competitor systems 

WWW. BONRO .com 
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YES, please tell me more about the revolutionary Vacurect™. 
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Address 

City State Zip 

Phone 

E-mail 

Please Fax: (706) 210-4740, or mail completed coupon to: 
BONRO Medical Inc., P.O. Box 1880, Evans, GA. 30809 
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NEWS, NOTES & OTHER QUICK HITS 



[STATEMENT] 

"I'm not sure how many computers need to be 
stolen before veterans get some real 
assurances from the government that their 
Information Is not only safe, but that 
safeguards will be In place to help protect 
them against Identity theft in light of the 

latest security 
breach, The 
American Legion 
once again calls 
on the Depart- 
ment of Veterans 
Affairs and the 
Bush admini- 
stration to keep 
its promise to 
veterans and 
provide free 
credit monitoring 
for one year 

"Veterans should 
be able to have 
full faith and 
confidence 
in their 

government It is 
not the fault of 
the veterans that 
these breaches 
have occurred. 

"Americans 
across the board, 
not just veterans, 
could be the 
next victims of 
a security 
breach. From the 
internal Revenue 
Service that 
mails out those 
refund checks 
to the Treasury 
Department that 
issues those savings bonds, personal 
information is stored all across the federal 
spectrum and must be protected ... period" 

Thomas L. Bock, in his final month as 
national commander of The American Legion, after a 
VA computer containing the names and personal 
information of approximately 38,000 veterans 
in Pennsylania was stolen. A May theft, from the home 
of a VA data analyst, potentially exposed more than 
26 million veterans to identity theft. Authorities 
determined the list of veterans was not compromised 
after they recovered the first stolen computer. VA then 
withdrew an earlier offer to provide veterans 
with one year of free credit monitoring. 



Encryption technology 
installed in VA laptops 

Embarrassing data- 
security breaches in 
recent months led VA to 
award a $3.7 million 
contract in August to SMS 
Inc., of Syracuse, N.Y., to 
install new encryption 
technology in VA comput- 
ers. The software scram- 
bles information, making 
it unreadable until a user 
with a password decrypts 
it. VA desktop computers 
also are scheduled to 
eceive the technology. 
The move follows the 
ay theft of a VA laptop 
ntaining information on 
.5 million veterans from 
lata analyst's home, 
ree were arrested, and 
thorities believe the 
Formation was not 
accessed. Later, Unisys 
Corp., a VA subcontractor, 
reported losing a comput- 
er with information on 
nearly 38,000 veterans 
served by VA facilities in 
Pennsylvania. The com- 
puter was later found. 



[VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION] 

HEROES TO 

Few contrasts are as sharp as that between 
the battlefield and the homefront, especially 
for soldiers wounded in combat. The American 
Legion was founded in part to ease the shock of 
coming home for veterans permanently affected 
by their wartime experiences. Last summer, 
that piece of the Legion's mission took a major 
step forward. 

The "Heroes to Hometowns" program, in 
which the Legion provides direct firsthand 
support for separating veterans through an 
office in the Pentagon, is a relationship made 

official by a 
Whcfl Thcy^ memorandum of 

ieoMiiQMi — u, n y 8 by 



The American Legion 
National Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation Commission 
offers a "Heroes to 
Hometowns" resource book 
to help local Legionnaires 
prepare for the arrival of, 
and establish support 
networks for, wounded 
veterans coming home. The 
book includes state-by-state 
family readiness programs, 
suggested media materials 
and a guide to local imple- 
mentation of the program. 

(202) 861-2700 



then-American 
Legion National 
Commander 
Thomas L. Bock 
and DoD Deputy 
Under Secretary of 
Defense (Military 
Community and 
Family Policy) 
Leslie A. Arsht. 

"At the end of 
World War I, a 
bunch of dough- 
boys got together 
to make sure 



returning vets 
were taken care of," Bock said. "Our involve- 
ment in this program is what The American 
Legion has always been about: veterans helping 
veterans." 

The "Heroes to Hometowns" transition 
program is already helping wounded veterans 
by connecting them with support networks in 
their hometowns and coordinating resources 
long before they return home. Often, newly 
discharged, combat-wounded or psychologically 
affected veterans return home in need of help 
but are not sure where to turn. Help comes in 
many forms. Child care, temporary housing, 



HOMETOWNS 

errand-running, adapting homes or vehicles, 
spiritual support, government-claims assistance 
and financial aid are just a few examples. "The 
Legion has nearly 15,000 posts around the world 
to help our returning heroes," Bock said. 

Arsht said the the Legion is uniquely qualified 
for the "Heroes to Hometowns" mission, with 
more than 2.6 million veterans in communities 
throughout the nation and beyond who have 
knowledge of DoD and VA transition programs 
and an inherent desire to help. 

The American Legion has employed a Gulf 
War combat veteran with extensive busi- 
ness and management skills to lead the 
new Pentagon office. A new Legion 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation assistant 
director, David Marsh has already helped 
dozens of wounded troops make local 
connections through his office at the 
Pentagon's Military Severely Injured 
Center. Contact him at (703) 692-2054 
or david.marsh@itc.dod.mil. 

Marsh said he sees "Heroes to 
Hometowns" as part of the Legion's 
"social compact. These brave men 
and women have made sacrifices in 
the service. It is our duty to welcome 
them home and to assist them in the 
pursuit of the way of life they 
volunteered to defend." 

ON THE GROUND RUNNING 

The American Legion's new office at 
the Pentagon's Military Severely 
Injured Center is connecting wounded 
veterans with support services in their 
hometowns. VA&R Assistant Director 
David Marsh has worked with 
Legionnaires in Houma, La., 
Boonesboro, Md., Dover, Del., and 
Houston to prepare for the home- 
comings of wounded troops. Efforts 
include financial assistance, convert- 
ing a two-car garage into an apartment 
for a double-amputee, refurbishing a dilapidated 
home and outreach for a convalescing service- 
member preparing for medical discharge. 



[VERBATIM] 

"I'm throwing away my whole face" 

Julie Beasley, 31, who had to 

discard her Chanel cosmetics at the airport 
in Phoenix before her flight to Boston after 

a reported terror plot to crash several 
commercial planes between England and 
the United States was foiled. The plot led 
airlines to restrict carry-on items. 

"Since 2003, coalition forces 
have recovered approximately 
500 weapons munitions which 
contain degraded mustard or sarin 
nerve agent Despite many efforts to 
locate and destroy Iraq's pre-Culf 
war chemical munitions, filled and 
unfilled pre-Culf war chemical 
munitions are assessed to still exist" 
From a report recently declassified by 
Director of National intelligence John 
Negroponte, suggesting Saddam Hussein 
had weapons of mass destruction in 2003 and 
lied to the United Nations about his WMD 
program, in violation of U.N. resolutions 
demanding that he completely disarm 

"Occasionally during the use of 
imported potatoes from Belgium 
and northern France, ordnance 
debris from the First and Second 
world war is found" 
A spokesman for McCain Foods in 
England after workers were evacuated , q 
from a French fry processing plant after 

a hand grenade was spotted among 
potatoes imported for processing from 
France. The factory was evacuated 
earlier after bomb parts were found. 

"I didn't want to have to see my 
mom's murder I don't know why 
l have to experience it every time 
I'm going to watch a movie" 

Carie Lemack, whose mother, 
Judy Larocque, was a passenger on one of the 
hijacked flights on Sept. 11, 2001. She walked 
out during the trailer for "World Trade Center/' 
which opened Aug. 9 in theaters across the 
United States. 

"He couldn't have been more 
accommodating. And he had a 
good time doing the interview" 

Mike Wallace, veteran correspondent for 
CBS' "60 Minutes/' on his exclusive interview 
with Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 

"What happens in Estonia 
stays in Estonia" 

John McCain to Jay Leno, responding to 
a report that said he and Hillary Clinton had a 
vodka-drinking contest while on an overseas trip 
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THE AMERICAN LEGION 
CODE OF SPORTSMANSHIP 

/ will: 
Keep the RULES; 
Keep FAITH with my teammates; 
Keep my TEMPER; 
Keep myself FIT; 
Keep a STOUT HEART in defeat; 
Keep my PRIDE under in victory; 
Keep a sound SOUL, 

a clean MIND, 
and a healthy BODY. 



[AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL] 

RESILIENCE 

Louisiana team takes the long way to championship 
in The American Legion World Series. 

Early in the evening of Aug. 18, Metairie, La., 
found itself one loss away from elimination just 
one game into The American Legion World Series 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Four days later, that same 
team, sponsored by Post 175 in suburban New 
Orleans, was crowned the 80th American Legion 
Baseball World Series champs. 

Following a 6-3 loss to Terre Haute, Ind., in its 
series opener in the double-elimination tourna- 
ment, Metairie won five straight - capping the 
comeback with a 6-4 rematch victory in the Aug. 
22 championship game against Terre Haute in 
front of 1,733 fans at Veterans Memorial Stadium. 
Metairie, 10-1 in regional and World Series play 
and 45-7 on the year, used three straight singles to 
plate three runs in the bottom of the eighth inning 
and pull out the victory in the championship. 

Coming through the loser's bracket, Metairie 
needed to knock off Terre Haute 14-9 on Aug. 21 
and win two games Aug. 22 - a 6-2 against 
Midlothian, Va., that afternoon and the champion- 
ship game five hours later against Terre Haute. 

Terre Haute, Ind., center fielder Nick Ciolli 
leads off second while watching Metairie, La., 
pitcher Matt Brown during the first inning of 
his team's 6-4 loss in the 80th American 
Legion World Series. Stephen Mally 



[MEMBERSHIP] 

Just one member 
can increase the fold 

Here's your opportunity to make The American Legion 
bigger and better. If every Legionnaire signs up just one 
eligible veteran, the organization will double its 
membership in no time. 

Clip out the application form at right and pass it on to a 
fellow veteran. Better yet, sign up the veteran in your post. 

By joining The American Legion, eligible veterans join 
the fight to keep VA benefits intact, support the U.S. 
military and continue to offer outstanding programs for 
America's youth. There is strength in numbers, and a 
strong American Legion benefits all veterans. 

Information about joining the American Legion Auxiliary 
can be found at www.legion-aux.org and Sons of The 
American Legion at www.legion.org. 




r 

Metairie, La., catcher Brett Accardo celebrates after the 
last out in his team's 6-4 win over Terre Haute, Ind., in the 
80th American Legion World Series at Veterans Memorial 
Stadium in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Stephen Mally 

Dane Maxwell singled home Tyler Koelling with 
one out in the bottom of the eighth to give Metairie 
a 5-4 lead, and Brett Palermo's RBI single scored 
Kevin Weindenbacher for an insurance run. Metai- 
rie pitcher Matt Brown gave up a leadoff single to 
start the ninth inning before getting a groundout 
and double play to end the game. Brown (11-2) 
scattered nine hits over nine innings, striking out 
11 batters and allowing just one earned run. 

Nick Ciolli had hit a home run to right-center 
field in the top of the eighth to give Terre Haute, 
sponsored by Wayne Newton Post 346, a 4-3 lead. 

Metairie shortstop Mike Liberto was named Most 
Valuable Player. He batted .377, scored a team-high 
15 runs and had a .906 fielding percentage. Terre 
Haute's Brady Shoemaker, who hit .523 with a 
home run, 18 RBIs and 39 total bases, won the 
James F. Daniel Jr. Sportsmanship Award. 

A= 



American Legion Baseball awards/scholarships 

George w. Rulon Player of the Year Scholarship 

George w. Rulon was The American Legion national 
staff coordinator who operated the Legion Baseball 
program for 25 years, until his retirement in 1986. 

Each year, The American Legion awards $1,000 to the 
"Player of the Year" from each of the 50 states and 
Puerto Rico. The 51 winners are divided into their eight 
respective regions, and The American Legion World 
Series scholarship committee then selects from each 
region a winner who is awarded a $1,000 scholarship 
from Gatorade. The George w. Rulon Player of the Year, 
selected from the eight regional winners, goes home 
with $4,000 in scholarships - $1,000 from The 
American Legion and $3,000 from Gatorade. 
2006 winner: Joseph M. Walsh 

Louisville Slugger Batting Champion Trophy 

Presented annually to the player compiling the highest 
batting average during national competition. 
2006 winner: Brady Shoemaker 

Rawlings Big Stick Award Presented to the player 
who compiles the highest number of bases in regional 
and national competition. 
2006 winner: Brady Shoemaker 

Dr. Irvin L. "Click" Cowger RBI Memorial Award 

Presented to the player credited with the most runs 
batted in by the official scorers in regional and national 
competition. Department of Kansas provides award. 
2006 winner: Brady Shoemaker 

James F. Daniel Jr. Memorial Sportsmanship Award 

Presented annually to the player participating in the 
national championship who best represents good 
sportsmanship. 

2006 winner: Brady Shoemaker 
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The American Legion Membership Application 



(Name) 




(Phone) 


(Mailing Address) 




(Date) 


(City) (State) 


(Zip) 


(Post#) 


(Membership ID #... former member) 




(Dues) 



Please check appropriate eligibility dates and branch of service below 

□ Aug 2, 1990- cessation of hostilities as determined by U.S. Government 



□ Dec. 20,1 989 - Jan. 31 , 1 990 

□ Aug. 24, 1982 -July 31, 1984 

□ Feb. 28,1 961 -May 7, 1975 
□June 25, 1950- Jan. 31, 1955 

□ Dec. 7, 1941 -Dec. 31, 1946 
□April 6, 1917 -Nov 11, 1918 



□ U.S. Army 

□ U.S. Navy 

□ U.S. Air Force 

□ U.S. Marines 

□ U.S. Coast Guard 

□ Merchant Marines 12/7/41 - 



8/15/45 (only eligibi 




I certify that I served at least one day of active military duty during the dates marked above and was 
honorably discharged or am still serving honorably. 



30-009 



Signature of applicant 



Name of recruiter 
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[POW/MIA] 



DNA samples needed to identify U.S. remains 



More than 88,000 U.S. servicemembers from the Vietnam War, 
Cold War, Korean War and World War II are missing. Nearly 600 spe- 
cialists are hard at work all over 



Eligible DNA samples 

MtDNA is a molecule passed 
through maternal bloodlines. A 
family reference database in- 
cluding mtDNA samples for each 
unaccounted-for serviceman 
enables comparison between 
remains to help isolate investi- 
gative leads. Family members 
eligible to donate blood samples 
are indicated in red. 



MATERNAL 
GRANDMOTHER 



MATERNAL 
GRANDFATHER 



AUNT 



UNCLE 



the globe, applying special skills 
to find their remains and bring 
them home. DoD says families of 
missing troops can greatly help 
the effort by providing DNA 
samples to aid in the identification 
process. 

The latest technologies are 
applied at laboratories in Hawaii 
and Maryland, including the use of 
mitochondrial DNA, enabling 
scientists to match the DNA from 
recovered remains to those of 
donors from the servicemember's 
maternal blood line. DNA is used 
in 80 percent of identifications 
each year. 

Acting Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense Robert J. 
Newberry says DoD has 9,389 
DNA reference samples repre- 
senting 6,048 families - far short 
of what is needed to carry out the 
identification mission. 

"We ask any member of a 
missing servicemember's mater- 
nal bloodline to step forward so 
that we may collect DNA sam- 
ples," Newberry says. "We are 
particularly seeking samples from the Korean War era, where we see 
great potential for increased identifications." 



FEMALE MALE 
COUSIN COUSIN 



IMQTHER 



AUNT 



UNCLE 



MALE FEMALE 
COUSIN COUSIN 

I 

SECOND 



FATHER 



BROTHER 



MISSING 
MALE 



COUSIN 



SISTER 



SON I DAUGHTER 
NIECE 



GREAT 
NIECE 



NEPHEW 



GREAT 
NEPHEW 



GREAT 
NIECE 



GREAT 
NEPHEW 



Who to contact 

Each branch of the U.S. Armed Forces 
has a casualty office that serves as the 
primary liaison for families of missing 
U.S. servicemembers. To learn more 
about DNA sample submission, contact 
the appropriate service branch. 
U.S. Air Force 
Missing Persons Branch 
550CSt.W, Suite 15 
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4716 
(800) 531-5803 

Department of the Army 
U.S. Army Human Resources 
Command 

Attn: AHRC-PER 
200 Stovall St. 
Alexandria, VA 22332-0482 
(800) 892-2490 

Headquarters U.S. Marine Corps 
Manpower and Reserve Affairs (MRC) 
Personal and Family Readiness 
Division 

3280 Russell Road 
Quantico, VA 22134-5103 
(800) 847-1597 

Navy Personnel Command 
Casualty Assistance Division 
POW/MIA Branch (PERS-624) 

5720 Integrity Drive 
Millington, TN 38055-6210 
(800) 443-9298 



Improve your sexual 
performance and pleasure! 





"My sex life has really improved! In fact my wife says she feels like she's fallen in love all over again. Thank you Libitrol " -R. Silber 



Take your sex life to a whole new level 

Gentlemen. . .If you're looking to enjoy more exciting, longer-lasting sex, but don't want the side effects or embarass- 
ment of getting a prescription. . .Libitrol™ is for you! This scientifically advanced formula was specifically developed 
as a safe and effective alternative for men who prefer an all natural approach to sexual enhancement. 

Works great for men of all ages 

Men of all ages have experienced the dramatic results Libitrol™ has had on their sex lives. Now you can too! Thanks 
to Libitrol™ boosting your sex drive, pleasure, and stamina has never been easier. Just take 2 tablets daily and you'll 
be on your way to better performance, stronger erections, and intensified pleasure for you and your partner! 

Now you can try Libitrol™ absolutely risk-free 

If you're ready to have more exciting, longer-lasting sex you must call now and get your risk-free trial of Libitrol™. 
Call now and you can put this highly effective formula to work for you risk-free for 30 days! Even better, your 
satisfaction is guaranteed and Libitrol™ is available confidentially without a prescription, so there's no embarrass- 
ment or risk. Thanks to Libitrol™, thousands of men are experiencing better sex lives. What are you waiting for? 
Call now, 1-800-591-5761 Offer # 101. Your partner will thank you! 



Call now and ask how to 
get your FREE SUPPLY! 

1-800-591-5761 offer# 101 



Libitrol? 



(connubialis sospitas) 



www. libitrol. com 



All Natural • Available Without A Prescription • Guaranteed Effective 



Worried About Cholesterol? 

Now you can get a FREE SUPPLY of Lessterol...the all-natural solution for cholesterol reduction! 



"In just 1 month of using Lessterol 
my cholesterol dropped 30 points!" 
-Vivian, Vicksburg, MS 



"I ordered in May my doctor checked my cholesterol in July it had 
dropped from 245 to 193! I'm continuing to take Lessterol and have 
recommended it to my friends and family."-Peggy, Ruidoso, NM 



"A friend of mine recommended Lessterol 
tome. I am so glad that I ordered it." 
-Bobby, Bremerton, WA 



Consanesco XDL Tablets 



See for yourself! Call today and 
get your FREE SUPPLY rushed right out to you! 

1 -800-681 -9488 offer # ios 



A small S&H fee applies 



Psoriasis? Dermatitis? 
Dry Itchy Skin? 

Say no more. . . 



Now there's Soravil™, the most advanced 
new skin care system available in the 
treatment of irritating skin disorders. 



Relieve the redness, itching and irritation 
while restoring your skin to a clearer, healthier state. 




Soravil Success Stories 



"Right away it cleared my arms up. 
I think your product is wonderful. 
Thanks so much! " -Judy K. 




"Soravil is very soothing to my skin and has 
dramatically reduced the cracking and 
bleeding/' -Carol C. 



Hi II 



Unlike anything you may have tried before, Soravil's powerful 
dual-action system contains active ingredients that are clinically 

proven to provide relief from irritating skin disorders while 
restoring damaged skin to a clearer, healthier state. This no-mess, 
steroid-free system works on all skin types, is easy to apply, and is 

invisible once applied. Even better Soravil™ guarantees your 
satisfaction so you can try it risk- free! Call today 1-800-480-3203, 
mention offer #103 and get you risk-free trial rushed right out to you! 

Call now for your 

30-day risk-free trial! 

1-800-480-3203 Offer # 103 



BEFORE 



AFTER 



soravi 1 

www.soravildirect.com 
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Worried About Cholesterol? 

Now you can get a FREE SUPPLY of Lessterol...the all-natural solution for cholesterol reduction! 



"In just 1 month of using Lessterol 
my cholesterol dropped 30 points!" 
-Vivian, Vicksburg, MS 



"I ordered in May my doctor checked my cholesterol in July it had 
dropped from 245 to 193! I'm continuing to take Lessterol and have 
recommended it to my friends and family'-Peggy, Ruidoso, NM 



"A friend of mine recommended Lessterol 
tome. I am so glad that I ordered it." 
-Bobby, Bremerton, WA 




See for yourself! Call today and 
get your FREE SUPPLY rushed right out to you! 

1 -800-681 -9488 offer # ios 



A small S&H fee applies 
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[DEMOGRAPHICS] 

Who will be the 

300 millionth American? 

Every eight seconds, 

a baby is born in America. 
Every 12 seconds, 
an American dies. 
Every 31 seconds, 

a new immigrant arrives. 
Sometime this month, in 

some corner of the United 
States, the 300 millionth 
American will be born, 
according to U.S. Census 
Bureau estimates. 
Today, the United States 
ranks behind only the 
People's Republic of China 
and India in population size. 
The Census Bureau expects 
the United States to hit 
400 million by 2046. The 
200 million mark was 
passed in 1967. 



[GALLERY] 





1.1 % 




The USS New York LPD 21 is the fifth ship in the Navy's new San Antonio-class 
amphibious transport dock ships, pictured here in an artist's impression. The New 
York's bow stern incorporates steel salvaged from the World Trade Center 
wreckage. Under construction at New Orleans, the ship escaped serious damage 
from Hurricane Katrina and is on track to join the fleet in mid-2007. Northrop Grumman 
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[TRAVEL] 



New York's message to the enemies of freedom 



BY RICH DAIGLE 

New York is a city renowned for 24/7 energy, 
straightforward sass and a night-life personality 
that has drawn visitors from around the globe for 
decades. But after that fateful day in September 
2001, the party lights dimmed as smoke rose from 
the rubble, distressing a multi-billion-dollar 
tourism industry. Five years later, that industry is 
buzzing like never before. 

"We are fortunate that this year New York City is 
set to welcome a record-breaking 43 million 
visitors, with 7 million of those coming from 
foreign countries," said Cristyne L. Nicholas, 
president and CEO of NYC & Company, the city's 
marketing and tourism organization. International 
visitation now exceeds pre-9/11 levels. Foreign 
visitors make up only 18 percent of New York's 
tourism traffic, but they represent almost half the 
spending because they tend to stay longer and 
spend more. 

A trip to New York offers lifetime memories, 
especially in the post- 9/11 world, where a simple 
vacation can act as a thumb of the nose to terror- 
ists who want us to stay home and live in fear. 
That was my sentiment when I took my teenage 
daughters to the Big Apple in July. We spent three 
nights in Times Square, saw two great Broadway 



plays, viewed the Statue of Liberty from a speed- 
boat, and took a Grayline double-decker bus tour. 
We walked block after block and never once felt 
unsafe; crime rates are the lowest in decades. We 
got lost a few times, but that didn't matter. 

I wanted my girls to see the bright lights of 
Times Square, the vaunted New York skylines, 
and the bustling sidewalks around Macy's and 
other shopping areas. I particularly wanted them 
to see the naked air in lower Manhattan once 
occupied by the magnificent twin towers of the 
World Trade Center. When they are older and 9/11 
comes up in conversation, they will be able to say, 
"I saw the World Trade Center site in 2006." The 
echoes of that terrible day in our nation's history 
will now be a part of my girls' own personal 
American history. 

Some say New Yorkers are a kinder, gentler lot 
since the tragedy. I couldn't really tell one way or 
another, but I can say the spirit of New York - that 
endearing, gruff, witty, passionate voice that 
echoes above the streets and into the air where 
tragedy struck five years ago - is something to 
experience today, at a time and in a place where 
vacation history can still be made. 

Rich Daigle is a freelance writer living in Atlanta. 



[EVENTS] 

OCT. 16-22, RAPID CITY, S.D.: 

Approximately 130 veterans will 
display their creative talents at the 
National veterans Creative Arts 
Festival, including visual artwork, 
original writing, drama, music and 
dance, wwwl.va.gov/vetevent/ 
caf/2006/default. cfm 

OCT. 16-19, INDIANAPOLIS: Fall 
Meetings of The American Legion 
National Executive Committee 

OCT. 18-21, CHICAGO: Many 
young veterans who return from 
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan 
find that the U.S. system of health, 
disability, education and job- 
placement benefits for them is 
under-funded, saddled with red 
tape, and lacking in relevancy to 
the needs of 21st-century families. 
These problems have prompted 
the National Symposium for the 
Needs of Young Veterans, a first- 
of-its-kind event at the Regency 
O'Hare Hotel. American Legion 
posts from across the country are 
planning to send representatives. 

[SCHOLARSHIP] 

Lincoln Mercury continues 
Legion family discount 

A successful 2005 fund-raising 
effort between The American 
Legion and Mercury led the auto 
manufacturer to continue the 
offer for Legion family members 
through Jan. 2, 2007. 

Mercury offers Legionnaires, 
Auxiliary and Sons of The 
American Legion members an 
additional $400 discount on any 
new Mercury or Lincoln ve- 
hicle, in addition to any current 
public offers. Each purchase 
also generates a $100 donation 
to the American Legacy Schol- 
arship Fund, which provides 
education dollars to the chil- 
dren of U.S. servicemembers 
killed in active duty on or since 
Sept. 11, 2001. Purchases by 
Legion family members resulted 
in $118,000 for the fund last 
year, www.mercuryvehicles. 
com/legion 



★ ★ ★ TO HONOR YOUR SERVICE TO COUNTRY ★ ★ ★ 

EXCLUSIVE UNITED STATES MILITARY 

DIAMOND DRESS WATCHES 

Personalized With Your Initials & Service Years 

We proudly present our exclusive Military Diamond 
watches, to honor those who have served our 
Country in the United States Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marines, Coast Guard & Merchant Marines. 

A special dial, minted like a fine coin and set with 
a full-cut diamond at 12 o'clock, captures every 
fine detail of your Service Branch Emblem. 
The golden watch bezel, with etched roman 
numerals, is set on a two-tone watch case 
and dress bracelet - all decorated with 
genuine 24 karat Gold. The fine quartz 
watch movement keeps accurate time 
within seconds per month. 

As a final touch of exclusiv- 
ity, your watch back will be 
engraved with your initials 



years served and Post #, and delivered in 
a handsome gift box. Thank You priced 
at just $125*, an affordable payment plan 
is available with no interest. This fine 
watch is designed by and created exclusively 
for Veterans Commemoratives™. It is not sold 
in stores. Your satisfaction is guaranteed 100% 
or return within 30 days for a refund or replace- 
ment. So, order today with confidence. 

YOU HAVE EARNED THE RIQHT TO WEAR THIS 
WATCH AS A PERMANENT REMINDER OF YOUR 
SPECIAL PLACE IN HISTORY. 




ARMY shown above 




MARINE CORPS 



COAST GUARD 



1-800-255-3048 



CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 

Monday - Friday from 9am - 5pm EST 
Have Credit Card ready when ordering. 



MAIL TO: Veterans Commemoratives™, 2 Radnor Corp. Ctr., Ste. 120, Radnor, PA 190874599 

CREDIT CARD: 

□Visa DMasterCard DAMEX DDiscover 



□ YES. I wish to order the following 
Military Diamond Dress Watch, as follows: 

□Army DNavy DAir Force □ Marines 

□ Coast Guard □ Merchant Marine (not shown) 
INITIALS DESIRED (3): 

POST #: 

YEARS SERVED: to 



CC#:_ 



. exp._ 



I WISH TO PAY AS FOLLOWS: 

□ Enclosed is my check or money order for 
$125* per watch payable to "Veterans 
Commemoratives" as payment in full, OR 

□ Charge my credit card: 

□ $125* per watch as payment in full, or 

□ In four installments of $31.25* each. 

* Plus $7.95 per watch for engraving, S&H. 

* PA residents add 6% ($7.98) sales tax. 



SIGNATURE: 

SHIPPING ADDRESS: 

(We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes)AUow 



Name: 



4-6 weeks for delivery. 



Address: . 



City:_ 



State: 



. Zip: 



Phone # (_ 



©2005-2006 ICM MILWAT-ALM-1006 



VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM 
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[SHOOTING SPORTS] 
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PRECISION 

CHAMPION 

Thomas Santelli 

Washington, Pa. 
SECOND 

Ethan Settlemires 

Walnut, Miss. 
THIRD 

Emily Holsopple 

Wilcox, Pa. 
FOURTH 

Michael Kulbacki 

Dubois, Pa. 
FIFTH 

Christina Dutra 

Grampian, Pa. 

SPORTER 

CHAMPION 

Tempe Regan 

Superior, Mont. 
SECOND 

Nicole Heitmeyer 

King George, Va. 
THIRD 

Lauren Strebel 

Pottstown, Pa. 

FOURTH 

Max Stovall 

Sparks, Nev. 
FIFTH 

Danielle Poteete 

Sparks, Nev. 



Teens from Pennsylvania and Montana win national titles. 

Seventeen-year-old Thomas Santelli of Washington, Pa., 
broke one record and tied another on his way to victory in 
the Precision category of the 16th annual American Legion 
National Junior Air Rifle championships Aug. 3-5 at the 
Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Sponsored by Edwin Scott Linton Post 175, Santelli 
(above) set a Precision standing record of 785, breaking by 
one point the previous record set last year by Jonathan 
Hall. He also tied the Precision prone record of 800 and 
finished with a total score of 2,474.4 out of a possible 2,509. 

Eighteen-year-old Tempe Regan (below, right) of Supe- 
rior, Mont., claimed the 2006 Sporter crown with a score of 
2,286.1 out of a possible 2,509. Competing in her first finals 
and shooting with a Daisy 753 air rifle, Regan bested the 
remaining finals field of four athletes who fired the XS-40 
rifle and three athletes who shot the M-888 rifle. Regan is 
sponsored by Ray Welch Post 13. 

Christina Dutra received the annual Francis M. Reding- 
ton Sportsmanship award, established in memory of the 
long-time tournament staff member who died in 2003. 




Photos by Sean Crosier 



[NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY FUND] 

23 departments 
beat their goals 

Last year's Gulf 
Coast hurricanes 
led to a record 
number of National 
Emergency Fund 
grants and nearly 
$2 million in aid to 
affected veterans. 
National Comman- 
der Thomas L. Bock 
challenged Legion- 
naires to replenish 
the fund last fall, 
and since then, 
more than $2.3 mil- 
lion has come in. 
Twenty-three de- 
partments reached 
or exceeded their 
goals. The top six 
departments and 
their commanders, 
by membership 
category: 

CATEGORY I 

NEW YORK 

Stanley Clark 
$264,731.96 

156.1 percent 

CATEGORY II 

NEW JERSEY 

Joseph M. Gugliuzza 
$124,325.3 

179.9 percent 

CATEGORY III 

GEORGIA 

Robert A. Pollard 
$103,613.70 

212.5 percent 

CATEGORY IV 

MAINE 

Lloyd H. Woods 
$34,565.50 

136.5 percent 

CATEGORY V 

NEVADA 

Jack L. Ford 
$23,735.29 

271.6 percent 

CATEGORY VI 

HAWAII 

Andrew W. Johnson 
$6,864 

196 percent 
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A tradition of leadership 

Event offers young men firsthand glimpse of government 

A record number of delegates including the event's first- 
ever set of twins came to Marymount University in Arlington, 
Va., from all over the country July 21-29 to learn firsthand 

how the federal government 
works by stepping into the 
shoes of top U.S. leaders at 
the 60th American Legion 
Boys Nation. 

Designed to instill in each 
participant a deep loyalty to 
America while providing 
practical insight into the 
operation of the federal 
government, this year's event 
had a record 98 delegates in 
attendance, including twins 
Erik and Derik D. Dailey of 
Little Rock, Ark. 

Participants took part in 
lectures, forums and field 
Delegates visit Arlington National trips to federal agencies, 
Cemetery. David amore historical sites and other 

attractions around Washington. The political process was 
highlighted throughout the week by organization of party 
conventions, introduction and debate of bills and resolutions, 
and the election of a Boys Nation president and vice presi- 
dent. Delegates also enjoyed a face-to-face visit with President 
George W. Bush at the White House. 





Elected to office 
President John M. Taylor 

Age: 17 

Parents: Adria and Lew 
Taylor 

Residence: Palm Bay, Fla. 
Sponsoring post: Post 81, 
Palm Bay, Fla. 
Boys State offices: Mayor and 
representative 

School activities: School improvement 
Committee, student representative, junior- 
class president, student body president, 
JSA chapter president 
Plans: Vanderbilt University, to study state 
and federal legislature 

Vice President Andrew McCumber 
Age: 17 

Parents: Edgar and 
Maribeth McCumber 
) | Residence: Anderson, S.C. 
J Sponsoring post: Post 14, 
I Anderson, S.C. 
Boys State offices: City party chair, 
county party chair, state party chair, 
nominee for governor 
School activities: Debate team, student 
government, Rotary Club, National Honor 
Society 

Plans: University of South Carolina, to 
study law 



[EDUCATION] 

At 62, the Gl Bill is nowhere near retirement 



The Gl Bill turned 62 in June. 

By the time the original bill 
expired in 1956, 7.8 million of 
16 million World War II 
veterans had benefited from 
its educational programs, and 
between 1944 and 1954, more 
than 2.4 million veterans took 
advantage of the VA-backed 
guaranteed home-loan 
provision. The 1944 Gl Bill 
provided a $500 tuition 
allowance per year, as well as 
a monthly living allowance. 

Since then, the measure that 
became the Montgomery Gl Bill 
in 1984 has evolved. Benefits 
for student veterans include: 



For detailed information on benefits, contact VA: 
■ (888)-442-455i ■ gibill.va.gov 



■ $1,034 per month institutional 
educational assistance or $878.90 
per month for apprenticeship or on- 
job training for servicemembers 
completing an enlistment of three 
years or more. Lesser benefits are 
available for non-fulltime students. 

■ $840 per month educational 
assistance or $714 for apprenticeship 
or on-job training for servicemem- 
bers completing an enlistment of less 
than three years 

■ Lump sum accelerated payment of 
60-percent of tuition and fees for 
high-cost, high-tech programs. 



■ Eligible Vietnam-era veterans can 
convert their Gl Bill benefits to the 
Montgomery Gl Bill. 

■ The Tuition Assistance Top Up 
program for active-duty servicemem- 
bers permits VA to pay an amount 
equal to the difference between the 
total cost of a college course and the 
amount of tuition assistance paid by 
the military. 

■ Provisions for licensing and certifi- 
cation tests taken after 2001. VA only 
pays for the cost of approved tests 
and not other fees connected with 
obtaining a license or certification. 



Macular Degeneration 



The all new 





Sit back and relax 
while you watch TV 
or enjoy reading 
a magazine, 
magnified on 
a light weight 
LCD screen. The new 
SideKick™ magnifying side table ensemble 
switches between TV and a powerful 
magnifying camera to help you read. 



VideoEye! 




m tm 

rack 



Magnifying Side 
Table Ensemble 



Easily adjusts to any recliner 
Pivots effortlessly out of the way 
Connects to cable TV 
Self-focusing color camera 
Magnifies crafts and handwork 

Compact Eurostyle design 
Large ergonomic desk surface 
Complete and ready to use 



VideoEye! 

See what you've been missing 

Assistive Technology for the Visually Impaired 




1 



1.800.416.0758 

www.videoeye.com 
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[VALUES] 



Messing with MacArthur 

A play on words at the entrance gate of VA 
grounds in Brentwood, Calif., has triggered a 
backlash among some veterans in the area. The 
words "Beauty, Honor, Country" were attached to 
the Wilshire and San Vicente entrance to the 
facility, a flip reference to the 1962 inspirational 
farewell oration by Gen. Douglas MacArthur to 
West Point cadets on "duty, honor and country." 

As MacArthur put it, "Those three hallowed 
words reverently dictate what you ought to be, 
what you can be, what you will be. They are your 
rallying points: to build courage when courage 
seems to fail; to regain faith when there seems to 
be little cause for faith; to create hope when hope 
becomes forlorn." 

Some local veterans see the replacement of 
"duty" with "beauty" as sacrilege. 

Veteran Robert Rosebrock says the West Point 
motto is a distinct code for military leadership and 
loyalty and any effort to change it "is either a 
foolish blunder or outright blasphemy. There is no 
rhyme or reason for taking this distinct word and 




Veterans Park Conservancy 



replacing it with a nebulous and shallow word." 

Harve Bennett, a Korean War veteran, producer 
of four "Star Trek" movies, and a member of the 
Veterans Park Conservancy board commissioned 
to oversee the project, strongly disagrees. "We 
don't regret it," he told The Associated Press. "It is 
a clear statement of what we do: beautify a nation- 
al place of honor." 



U A relaxing bath is 
something we all have 
the right to enjoy 





Getting older shouldn't get in the way of 

enjoying your bathroom. Premier's extensive 
range of Walk-in Tubs have helped improve the lives of 
thousands of people. Low entry, built 
in seat and temperature control are 
some of the benefits our tubs offer. 
Call or send for a FREE brochure. 



SATtfffOOMS 




Please send me a FREE color brochure featuring the Premier range of walk-in tubs 
Name 



City 



State Zip 

1 Premier Bathrooms Inc, 2330 S. Nova Rd, S. Daytona, Florida 32119 [code 10106 1 



CALL NOW • TOLL FREE 

1-800-578-2899 



SOURCE CODE 10106 



[LEGISLATION] 

The right to fly 
the U.S. Flag 

President George w. Bush 
signed into law last summer 
legislation ensuring the rights of 
homeowners to fly the U.S. Flag. 
The Freedom to Display the 
American Flag Act of 2005 was 
signed into law July 24 after 
being introduced by U.S. Rep. 
Roscoe Bartlett, R-Md. 

The bill prevents condomini- 
um, cooperative or residential 
real-estate management 
associations from stopping an 
owners or residents from 
displaying the flag on their 
property within the association. 

"It's very exciting to know that 
Americans will be free to fly the 
flag at their homes/' Bartlett 
said. "I was alarmed when I 
learned that some homeowners 
associations and condos all over 
the country prevent Americans 
from flying the American flag. 
It's hard to see how flying an 
American flag could depreciate 
the value of a condo. That's why 
I introduced this bill." 




f You fought for your country 



, now write for its future. 



Why not share your war stories with generations to come? 



I can say honestly and plainly that publishing our 
book through Trafford allowed hundreds of 
readers to 'connect' with and treasure 
a memorable and authoritative 
historical account that they would 
have otherwise never experienced. 
Reluctant Witness attracted the 
interest of historians and inspired 
three documentaries. 
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Brian Mahoney 
Author of Reluctant Witness 



Have control of the publishing process every step of the way! 

#1 World-Wide Distribution. Through Amazon.com, 
major chains and your local bookstore 

Retain copyright forever and earn larger royalties 

Sell paperback, hardcover and eBook editions! 

From manuscript to published book in under 6 weeks 

100% Moneyback Satisfaction Guarantee, No Questions asked! 

Finally, a different approach that has already made the 
dreams of more than 8,500 authors come true. Learn more 
about it in our FREE Publishing Guide. 



For your FREE Publishing Guide, 
Visit our Web site www.trafford.com/l8l0 or call now 
I -888-232-4444 or 250-383-6864 Please mention Promo Code 1810 

Hablamos espanol • Nous parlons francais ' ^ 




amazon.com INGRAM Libfi.de BARNES NOBLE 
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Do You Have Diabetes? Are You on 

If you answered "yes" to both questions, 
the cost of your diabetes testing supplies may be covered." 



Know the Facts About Medicare Coverage for 
Individuals with Diabetes. Liberty Medical is the nation's 
leader in home delivery of diabetes testing supplies. We are a 
Medicare participating provider. You could be eligible for our 
complete home delivery program of diabetes testing supplies, and 
the cost may be covered by Medicare. * With many of the new 
Medicare Prescription drug plans, you can also have Liberty deliver 
prescriptions to your home. 



*Co-payments and deductibles apply. 
The Liberty Family of Companies is in compliance 
with Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1 964. 



No Up-front Costs* You pay no money up front when you 

order diabetes testing supplies from Liberty. With qualified 

supplemental insurance, you may owe nothing at all. 

No Claim Forms to Fill Out. We will bill Medicare and your 

supplemental insurance company for you. 

No Charge for Shipping. Your order will be delivered to 

your home with no charge for shipping. You won't have to stand in 

pharmacy lines or go out in bad weather. 

To Learn if You are Eligible, Call Us Toil-Free: 



1-800-808-9977 

Diabetes Testing Supplies ■ Prescription Medications ■ A1 c Testing ■ Ostomy Supplies 



Find Out How Liberty Can Help You Live a Healthier Life. 

Yes, I would like to know more about home delivery of diabetes testing supplies from Liberty. 



Actor ,and Liberty Med/cal Customer 



First Name 


Ml 


Last Name 

f ) 


Address 


Apt. # 


Telephone 


City 




State Zip Code 



information! 



Signature (By signing this reply form, you are authorizing the Liberty Family of Companies to contact you by telephone.) 

Mail this Reply Form to: Liberty Medical 
PO Box 20005, Fort Pierce, FL 34979-0005 

Or, Call Liberty Toil-Free at 1-800-808-9977. 




Lioertv 

We Deliver Better Health •/ 



NEW* 




*Yes ! and it's 
still more than 
55 years old! 

A Mauser 98K. 

Model M48 n the 
strongest and 
safest of bolt action 
rifles, made on 
German tooling 
set up in formerly 
occupied Serbia 
during WWII. 

Still in Original 
Military-New 

condition, with 
Bright Bores, 
like-new bluing, 
and beautiful 
stocks. 

Held in military 
storage for 
over 55 years, 
inspected, kept 
and maintained 
combat-ready 

Preserved by 
an accident of 
history, this 
supply will 
not last long. 

Original factory 
matching serial 
numbers on all 
four major parts 

This Mauser is ideal 
for collecting, target 
shooting, hunting, 
or customizing. 

We Guarantee It! 



Optional, Original 
Accessories shown 
here are also still 
available. Ask about 
pricing when ordering 



As seen on 

THE 

HISTORY 
CHANNEL 




a 




This Coliector Grade Rifle is 

Yours for $299. 00 

Other Grades Also Available 

Calf 800-274-4124 

RO. Box 9295, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
714-596-1013 Fax 714-848-7208 

www.Mauser.org 
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[LEGIONNAIRES INACTION] 





A BOULDER CITY, NEV., POST 31 

Post members, along with community 
residents, affixed large yellow-ribbon 
signs to lampposts along Veterans 
Memorial Drive in Boulder City to honor 
those serving in the military. Each sign 
shows the name, rank and branch of a 
local active-duty servicemember. The 
first post in the series, right, features 
signs dedicated to two U.S. service- 
members recently killed in action. 

DEPARTMENT OF UTAH The Utah 
Boys State Class of 2006 and the 
Department of Utah recently honored 
two active-duty Marines from their 
state - Preston and Travis Bach - and 
their mother, Cheryl Bach, during Boys 
State ceremonies at Weber State 
University. Past Department 
Commander Bob Jones presented 
Cheryl with a Blue Star Banner display- 
ing two stars, one for each son serving. 
Plaques were awarded from the Boys 
State Class of 2006 to Pvt. Preston 

Bach, who attended, and to Staff Sgt. Travis Bach, who could not attend; 
their mother accepted the recognition on his behalf. Travis, who is assigned 
to Camp Pendleton, Calif., and Preston, who is assigned to Camp Lejeune, 
N.C., both recently returned from Iraq and now await redeployment. 

LONE TREE, IOWA, POST 457 Post 457 recently acquired a demilitarized 
M1 Abrams main battle tank for display at the post. The 50-ton tank, 
obtained through the U.S. Army Donations Program, was appropriately 
named "Last Duty." It was delivered by representatives from the TACOM 
LCMC Rock Island Heavy Combat Product Support Integration Directorate 
and the U.S. Army Material Command Executive Agent for Small Arms 
Logistics and Demilitarization. This marks the first time an Abrams tank has 
been publicly displayed at a non-government installation. Post 457 
Commander Terry Kruse wanted to display the tank to honor the men and 
women now serving in the U.S. Armed Forces, particularly those deployed 
to the Iraq and Afghanistan war theaters. 



Photos by Sharon Craig 



TO HONOR U.S. VETERANS AND PURPLE HEART RECIPIENTS 



[VALUES] 

Federalization 
saves sacred 
veterans memorial 

A new federal law passed by 
Congress and signed by Presi- 
dent Bush that transfers owner- 
ship of the Mount Soledad 
Veterans Memorial to the U.S. 
government was described by 
National Commander Thomas 
L. Bock as a "victory for com- 
mon sense." 

In a 2005 referendum, 76 per- 
cent of the people of San Diego 
approved the transfer of the 
national memorial to federal 
custody. In a letter to Bush last 
May urging federal acquisition, 
Bock wrote, "We are particu- 
larly concerned in this case that 
a dangerous precedent could be 
set that would endanger veter- 
ans memorials across America, 
perhaps even the 9,000 crosses 
that mark the final resting 
places of our World War II 
heroes at Normandy." 

Last May, a San Diego federal 
judge ordered the city to take 
down the cross within 90 days 
or face $5,000 in daily fines. 
Supreme Court Justice Anthony 
M. Kennedy blocked that order, 
pending a hearing should the 
case reach the Supreme Court. 
Meanwhile, the House passed 
the bill by a 349-74 vote on July 
19, and the Senate unanimously 
approved it Aug. 1, rendering 
the lawsuits moot. 

The American Legion is 
conducting a campaign in 
support of the Public Expression 
of Religion Act (PERA), H.R. 
2679 in the House of Represen- 
tatives and S. 3696 in the 
Senate. The measures would 
remove the authority for judges 
to award taxpayer-funded attor- 
ney's fees in Establishment 
Clause cases involving litigation 
against religious icons and 
veterans memorials. 



MILITARY 



We are pleased to honor your service 
to Country by issuing a unique 
Veterans Commemorative Watch, in 
the form of a Military Dog Tag, 
with 1 8" neckchain. 

Your Military Service Emblem, or Purple 
Heart Medal is sculpted in high-relief 
and hand-enameled in its official colors. 
The watch is precision quartz for 
years of accurate timekeeping. 

YOU HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT TO OWN THIS 
SPECIAL COMMEMORATIVE DOG TAG WATCH. 




NAVY 



-SI** 7 ** 



AIR FORCE 




MARINE CORPS 



COAST GUARD 



FOR FASTEST SERVICE OR MULTIPLE ORDERS CALL TOLL-FREE 1.800.255.3048 



MAIL TO: Veterans Commemoratives™, Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 



□ YES! I wish to order my Dog Tag Watch with neckchain, 
personalized as follows: (Please print clearly.) 

Full Name: 

Rank: Years Served: -_ 



Credit Card#_ 



Serial Number: 

Emblem Desired: 

PURPLE HEART RECIPIENTS: A copy of your DD214 must be sent with your order. 

□ Enclosed is my check or money order for $55.00* 
as payment in full. OR, 

□ Charge my Credit Card $55.00* as payment in full. 



□ Visa □ MasterCard □ AMEX □ Discover Exp.Date_ 

Signature 

Daytime Phone Number( ) 

Name 



Address_ 
City 



*PA residents add 6% state sales tax. 



_State_ 



-Zip- 



\A 2001-2006 TAGWAT-ALM1 006 



ANNOUNCING THE OFFICIAL VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ MILITARY 



POCKET KNIFE 

Personalized with your Full Name, Branch Emblem & Years of Service 

This Official Veterans Commemorative Military Pocket Knife honors your service to 
country and provides a useful tool you will carry everyday, 

THE KNIFE: Solid Stainless Steel case with 2" serrated blade, 
GUARANTEED FOR LIFE. "Sure-grip" handle and safety-lock blade release 
protect against accidental closure. 

THE UGHT: Built-in push-button RED LED Pin-light for up-close secure use. 
Serves as maplight, keyhole locator - any spot illumination. 

THE EMBLEM: Your choice of Official U.S. Military Badge or Purple Heart Medal minted like a 
fine coin finished in Gold and hand enameling, to honor your service. 
PERSONALIZED: Your full name and year dates of service laser engraved on the stainless steel 
THE PRICE: Xst $29.95* per knife, plus $9.95* for engraving, shipping & handling. 

NAVY AIR FORCE MARINE CORPS COASTGUARD MERCHANT MARINE PURPLE 

m 






FOR FASTEST SERVICE OR MULTIPLE ORDERS CALL TOLL-FREE 1.800.255.3048 



MAIL TO: Veterans Commemoratives™, Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 

□ YES! Send me a Military pocket knife, personalized as follows: Signature 

Full Name: 



Emblem Desired: . 



_Yrs. ofSvc: 



Daytime Phone Number(_ 



PURPLE HEART RECIPIENTS: A copy of your DD214 must be sent with your order. 

□ Enclosed is my check or money order for $39.90* 
as payment in full. OR, 

□ Charge my Credit Card $39.90* as payment in full. 

Credit Card# 

□ Visa □ MasterCard □ AMEX □ Discover Exp. Date / 



Name_ 



Address 



City_ 



*PA residents add 6% state sales tax. 



_State_ 



_Zip_ 



D 1 998-2006 KM PKTKNI-ALM1 006 



VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ ONUNE AT WWW.VETCOAA.COM 
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[BY THE NUMBERS] 

Percent of 
Of Americans who had 
an unfavorable opinion of 
Iran, according to polling 
data published by The 
American Enterprise maga- 
zine, prior to the beginning 
of armed hostilities between 
Israel and Iran-supported 
Hezbollah terrorists 
*\ ^ Percent of Americans 
fc# who at that time 
viewed Iran as the greatest 
danger to the United States 

£L C Percent of Americans 
OOwho considered 
Iran's nuclear program 
a major threat 

Percent of Americans 
who described Iran 
as "a threat to the United 
States that can be contained 
with diplomacy" 

6 Percent of Americans 
who wanted "to keep 
military action as an option" 
Percent of Americans 
who lacked confi- 
dence in the United 
Nations' ability to handle 
the Iran crisis 




[WAR ON TERRORISM] 

Mixed signals in the Middle East 

During an emergency meeting of the Arab League at the outset 
of the Israel-Hezbollah-Hamas war, Saudi Foreign Minister Saud 
al-Faisal called Hezbol- 
lah's actions - not 
Israel's - "unexpected, 
inappropriate and 
irresponsible." He 
added, "These acts will 
pull the whole region 
back to years ago, and 
we cannot simply 
accept them." Egypt, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Iraq, 
Bahrain and the United 
Arab Emirates report- 
edly concurred. 

Even so, others at the 
conference introduced a 
resolution supporting 
Lebanon's and Pales- 
tine's "right to resist 
occupation by all 
legitimate means." The 
only problem with such 
a stance is that Israel 
withdrew from Lebanon 

in 2000 and from Palestine's Gaza strip in 2005. 



"There are moments in the life of 
a nation when it is compelled to 
look directly into the face of 
reality and say no more ... Israel 
will not be held hostage - not by 
terror gangs or by a terrorist 
authority or by any sovereign 
state ... Israel will not 
agree to live with 
rockets fired on 
its citizens ... 
Only a nation 
that can 
protect its 

freedom W^^mmm 7 

deserves it" 
Israeli Prime 

Minister '^^^B^^^B 
Ehud Olmert S^^^fl 



[IMMIGRATION] 

Double standards 

Michael Waller of the Center for Security Policy 
reports that Mexico has a double standard when it 
comes to immigration. He points out Mexican law 
prohibits foreigners from owning land within 100 
kilometers of the Mexican border and within 50 
kilometers of the Mexican coastline, limits mili- 
tary service solely to those who are Mexican by 
birth, and allows the government to revoke 
naturalized citizenship if a person lives in his 
country of origin more than five years. Foreigners 
are admitted only after proving they have "the 
necessary funds for their sustenance." 

Foreigners with fake papers are fined or jailed, 
and any Mexican who helps illegals is considered 
in violation of the law. The AP found that Mexico 
grants citizenship to just 3,000 people annually, 
compared with the U.S. rate of almost 500,000. 
Plus, Mexico actually deports more illegal aliens 
than the United States. Waller calls these immigra- 
tion policies "the toughest on the continent." 



The Mexican constitution 

Bans immigrants and foreign 
visitors from public political 
discourse 

Denies immigrants and foreign- 
ers certain property rights 

Denies immigrants equal 
employment rights 

Bars immigrants and natural- 
ized citizens from most public- 
service positions and from 
becoming clergymembers 

Authorizes private citizens to 
make citizens' arrests of 
lawbreakers (i.e., illegal immi- 
grants) and to turn them over 
to the authorities 

Allows the government to expel 
immigrants for any reason and 
without due process 

For more information 

www. centerforsecuritypolicy. 
org 



Genuine Leather F 

CKET 




Emblazoned with 
Your Choice of 
Insignia! 3T 



For Men 
& Women 




Fully Embroidered 
Emblem! 

Wear it with pride! There will be 
no question where your loyalties 
lie when you wear our exclusive 
Service Pride Jacket! This genuine patch 
leather jacket will be sent to you, emblazoned 
with the emblem of your choice of Military Service: 
Marines, Navy, or Air Force! Each handsome emblem is 
embroidered in full color, a striking look against the genuine 
patch leather! Also features two outside zippered pockets and 
two snap-close flap pockets, plus inside breast pocket, heavy- 
duty metal zipper front with full length storm flap with snaps, 
hanging loop, and is fully lined! 



All metal snaps in brass-tone finish, including the cuffs! You 
won't find a jacket like this in stores at THIS price-ONLY 
direct from us! An amazing value! Makes a great gift for those 
on active duty, veterans or supporters of our men and women in 
Service! Satisfaction guaranteed! 



Visit Us On The Web At: www.directsourceinc.com 



Army not available. 



Mail Direct Source, Dept. MIL-359 
To: P.O. Box 161, Orangeburg, NY 10962 

□ One Military Patch Leather Jacket only $29.95. 

□ SAVE! Two or more Military Patch Leather Jackets only $24.90 each 
ADD $5.95 Heavyweight shipping & handling per jacket 

Please specify branch of service & jacket quantities & sizes. 



Enclosed is check or M.O. for $ _ 



_(PA & NY res. add sales tax) 



Charge my: □ Visa □ MasterCard □ Discover □ Am Ex 

Account # Exp. Date_ 

iture 



_Marines 



_Navy 



_Air Force 



_Smalll 



Jvled. 



_Large | X-Large| XX-Large 



For women's 
jackets, order one 
size smaller 
than regular 
ordering size. 



Signatu 
Name_ 



City 

Home Phone_ 



_Zip_ 



_E-Mail Address_ 



This product is not affiliated, sponsored, approved or endorsed by the Department of Defense or the Departments of the Air Force, Marine Corps, and Navy. 
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[LIVING WELL] 
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The vitality 
of an organ 

Kidneys process 
about 200 liters of 
blood and produce 
about 2 liters of 
urine daily in an 
average person. 

Kidneys produce 
hormones that help 
build bones, make 
red blood cells and 
regulate blood 
pressure. 

All the functions 
normally performed 
by two kidneys can 
be carried out 
adequately by one 
healthy kidney. 

One in nine U.S. 
adults suffers from 
chronic kidney 
disease. 

About 400,000 
Americans are 
being treated for 
end-stage kidney 
disease. 



BE KIND TO YOUR KIDNEYS 



BY DR. JOEL KUPERSMITH 



W; 



alk into any super- 
market and you'll find 
hundreds of products 
advertised as "heart 
healthy." But when was the 
last time you saw a company 
touting "kidney-healthy" or 
"kidney-friendly" foods? 
Kidney disease does not have the 
same prominence in the public-health 
arena as heart disease. One reason 
may be that heart disease affects 
three times as many people: 
roughly 60 million Americans, 
compared to 20 million for kidney 
disease. Also, chronic kidney 
disease isn't associated with a 
Getty images sudden life-threatening event - 

say, a heart attack or stroke - 
like heart disease. Nonetheless, some 
67,000 Americans die each year from 
kidney failure. 

The good news is that the same life- 
style changes that boost your cardiovas- 
cular health are also good for your kid- 
neys. The two main causes of chronic 
kidney disease are diabetes and high 
blood pressure, both of which are 
closely linked to heart health. High 
cholesterol is also a risk factor. So by 
adopting heart-healthy habits like eating 
right, staying active, not smoking and 
watching your weight, you also lower 
your risk for kidney problems. While 
kidney disease often progresses for 
years without symptoms, trouble signs 
include fatigue, poor appetite, difficulty 
sleeping, muscle cramping at night, 
swollen feet and ankles, puffiness 
around the eyes, and more frequent 
urination, especially at night. 

High blood pressure can be both a 
cause and symptom of kidney disease. 
Doctors also test urine for protein, 
which can be a sign that the kidney's 
nephrons, or tiny filtering units (there 
are about a million in each kidney), are 
impaired. Another diagnostic tool is a 
blood test for creatinine, a waste 
product excreted by the kidneys. 



Warning Signs. The kidneys are a pair 
of bean-shaped, fist-sized organs, 
located on either side of the spinal 
column. Their main job is to remove 
waste and extra water from the blood 
and excrete it as urine. But they also 
balance calcium, sodium and other 
minerals in the blood, and help regulate 
other body functions. 

Blood and urine tests, as well as 
X-rays and other imaging techniques, 
can detect kidney problems early. If you 
have diabetes or high blood pressure, 
you should be tested. Others at higher 
risk are older adults and those with a 
family history of kidney disease. Blacks, 
Hispanics, Native Americans and Pacific 
Islanders also face a higher risk. 

Chronic kidney disease can be 
controlled through medication and diet. 
If the condition progresses to kidney 
failure, the only options are dialysis - a 
medical procedure that cleans the blood 
- or a kidney transplant. 

The success rates for transplants have 
risen dramatically over the years, but 
unfortunately, not enough donor 
kidneys are available for the 63,000 
Americans on the national waiting list. 
According to the National Kidney 
Foundation, 3,886 kidney patients died 
in 2004 while waiting for a transplant. 

In the 1960s, VA researcher Dr. 
Thomas Starzl pioneered safer methods 
for transplanting kidneys and other 
organs. Today, VA teams in Charleston, 
Iowa City, Seattle and other sites 
continue that tradition by aggressively 
seeking better ways to prevent and treat 
kidney disease. 

Joel Kupersmith, M.D., is chief research 
and development officer for the Veterans 
Health Administration. 

This article is designed to provide 
general information. It is not intended to 
be, nor is it, medical advice. Readers 
should consult their physicians when 
they have health problems. 



[THE MILITARY ADVANTAGE] 

Credits for duty 

QCan my military experience 
translate to college credits? 

Veterans can save time and 
money by attending colleges 
and universities willing to convert 
military training into college 
credits. Different schools have 
different criteria, but the 
American Council on Education 
has worked to improve credit 
transferability. The first step is 
to request a transcript from 
your military service branch. 
Each branch has a different 
system for recording military 
education and experience credits. 
It helps veterans to shop around 
for military-friendly colleges. 
Military experience can help 
veterans earn a degree in as 
few as 18 months. 

www.military.com/collegecredit 

From "The Military Advantage" by Christopher P. Michel, founder 
and president of Military.com, a partner of The American Legion 



The Most Powerful 





Folds up flat for storage 



The new Cyclone Rake with its revolutionary JetPoth Vacuum 
System turns back-breaking Fall clean-up into a ride in the park. 
With a capacity of up to 415 gallons and unsurpassed vacuum 
performance, the new Cyclone Rake devours tons of leaves and 
lawn debris with sitting-down ease. 

It hitches to almost any riding mower and gives you the power 
of a 5-man work crew. Better yet, it folds up flat for storage, just 
8 inches thick. You can even hang it right on the wall. 

Act now to take advantage of Special Fall Savings and 6-month risk-free trial 



ML 
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Call for FREE video TOLL- 1-ft 
and information kit FREE 1 O 




6-243-5328 


Woodland Power Products, Inc., Dept. AL1 006, 72 Acton St., West Haven, CT 06516 WWW.CycloneRake.com 
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Premium Handmade 




Combined 
Retail Value 



Yours Now 
For ONLY 



THOMPSON 

America's Oldest 
Mail Order Cigar 
Company, Est 1915 

P.O. Box 31274 
Tampa, FL 33631-3274 
Fax: 813-882-4605 




6 Thompson Cigar Company 



with Aluminum Travel Case 

50 personal invitations for you to compare my custom handmade 
cigars, with the nifty up-market brands you are smoking now. 

This is our 90th year doing the only thing we know how... offering 
highly regarded fine smoking hand rolled cigars at absurdly low prices. 
Your Powerhouse 50 Sampler contains 50 elegant handmade cigars 
from 5 of our house brands, never found in the tobacco shops. We 
^1 sell direct to you, the smoker, saving you the middleman's profit. Each 
^■ "Powerhouse Sampler comes with an elegant aluminum travel case worth 
the total package price alone. 

Get your Powerhouse 50 Sampler Now! 50 top-notch 
handmade cigars and an aluminum travel case for ONLY $39 + $4.95 shipping 
(#988890). Not for personalization. * 

If your taste runs to Super Premiums you may \« 

prefer a Dynamite Dominican Sampler of 6 Macanudo and 6 \: 
Partagas (case not included), yours for $39 + $4.95 shipping 
(#955203). As an added incentive, should you order both offers, 
save with just one low shipping charge of $4.95 . 
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(All shipments to AK, HI, Guam, Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico must go priority mail - add an additional $10.00. 
Florida residents add 6% sales tax + appropriate county tax.) Due to recent legislation we cannot ship tobacco 
products to Delaware, Idaho, Maine, Montana or Oregon. In the event we are out of a Thompson Premium brand, 
Thompson reserves the right to substitute another premium brand cigar, of equal or greater value, in it's place. 




1-800-442-5717 

www.powerhouseoffer.com/T6952 

(You must enter complete web address for special offer) 

m 



OFFERS EXPIRE 12/31/06 
NOT AVAILABLE TO MINORS 
and GOOD ONLY IN THE USA 
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comrades I 



How to Submit a Reunion 

The American Legion Magazine publishes reunion notices for veter- 
ans. Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Reunions, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail 
reunions@legion.org. 

Include the branch of service and complete name of the group, no 
abbreviations, with your request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact name, telephone number 
and e-mail address. Listings are published free of charge. 

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion 
Magazine will publish a group's listing only once a year. Notices 
should be sent at least six months prior to the reunion to ensure timely 
publication. 



Other Notices 



"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch with people from your 
unit to plan a reunion. We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos or help in filing a VA 
claim. Listings must include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well as a contact name, 



telephone number and e-mail address. Send notices to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish the names of individuals, only the 
name of the unit from which you seek people. Listings are published 
free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who have 
been awarded life memberships by their posts. This does not include 
a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. Notices must be 
submitted on official forms, which may be obtained by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Life Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be approved by the Legion's 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your Legion department 
service officer for information on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, send a letter to The 
American Legion Magazine, Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID number in your 
response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legionnaires who served as 
department commanders or national officers. 



AIR FORCE/ARMY AIR FORCES 



90th Strat Recon Wing (All Sqdns), Topeka, 
KS, 10/25-28, Chuck Hale, (785) 856-5794, 
chuckhale@earthlink.net; 97th Bomb Grp 
- HQ, 340th, 341st, 342nd & 414th Sqdns, 
8th, 12th & 15th AF (WWII), Arlington, VA, 
10/19-22, Rob Paris, 15007 W. Fairmont, 
Goodyear, AZ 85338; 804th Civil Eng Sqdn, 
Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/8-12, Dave Anderson, 
(907) 852-2418, davea.barrow@gci.net; 804th 
Eng Avn Bn, Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/8-12, 
Dave Anderson, (907) 852-2418, davea. 
barrow® gci.net; 877th AC&W Sqdn, San 
Diego, 10/23-27, Greg Denny, (321) 794-8303, 
gregdl9@juno.com; 5700th Albrook Air 
Police (Panama Canal zone, 1951-1954), 
Nashville, TN, 4/24-26, Bob Carlson, (508) 
668-1655, bobjoancarlson@earthlink.net; 
Grads of USASMA, CSM, SGM, Las Vegas, 
6/17-24, Ron HolSOpple, (703) 978-4378, ron. 
holsopple@verizon.net; Pforzheim Air Stn 
Vets Assn (Germany, 1956-1966) - 12th 
RRS/2060th RRS/1 944th CS, 7030th CSG, 
603rd ACW (Mobile), FTD936K, Colorado 
Springs, CO, 9/27-10/1, Ivan McAllister, (228) 
875-8384, macsdawgbox@yahoo.com 

ARMY 



5th Army of WWII Italian Campaign, Italy, 
5/7-18, Sy Canton, (561) 865-8495; 517th 
Parachute Rgt Cbt Team, Kissimmee, FL, 
1/21-25, Leila Webb, (487) 892-3595; A CO 
982nd Eng Const Bn (Korean War), Hickory, 
NC, 10/13-14, Jim Elvington, (864) 232-1452; 
Avn Class 56-2 "Green Hats," Fort Rucker, 
AL, Feb, Charles G. Mohr, (850) 893-4123, 
cgmmam@aol.com 

JOINT 



Berlin Vets, San Antonio, 10/10-14, Leonard 
Shotkoski, (308) 536-1051; Distinguished 
Flying Cross Society, Las Vegas, 10/22- 
26, Michael O'Neil, (866) 332-6332, dfcs@ 
dfcsociety.org 

MARINES 



Baker Co 21st Inf Bn (Bayonne Naval 
Base, 1947-1950), Bayonne, NJ, 11/11, John 
Sinnicki, (609) 698-7534, veteran2@comcast. 
net; Scout/Recon Co 1st Mar Div (WWII), 

Wichita, KS, 10/5-7, Houston Baker, (623) 
972-9491 

NAVY 



Altamaha CVE 18, Portland, ME, 10/12- 
16, Dave Hoy, (207) 230-0347, ahoyther® 
adelphia.net; Bingham APA/LPA 225, 
Washington, 10/19-22, Pete Xanthos, (716) 
773-5852, xanthos1@verizon.net; CBMU 
302, Hampton, VA, 2/2-4, Dave Schill, (856) 
234-2273, dwschill@comcast.net; Connole 
DE/FF 1056, Savannah, GA, 10/12-15, 



Dennis Roberts, (615) 227-4107, robertsd50@ 
hotmail.com; Francis M. Robinson EDE 
220, Branson, MO, 10/8-10, Joe Dougherty, 
(636) 343-4005; Frank Knox DDR 742 
(1944-1970), Branson, MO, 10/25-28, Orville 
Krieg, (727) 724-1279, orv.nancy@verizon. 
net; Hamner DD 718, Myrtle Beach, SC, 
10/9-12, Jim Tighe, (716) 649-5996, tjc227@ 
pcom.net; Lyman K. Swenson DD 729, 
Dallas, 10/19-22, Don Snider, (619) 421-3651, 
dd729secretary@cox.net; Muliphen AKA 
61, Savannah, GA, 4/26-29, Ron Wiant, (302) 
737-1751, rwiant@comcast.net; NMCB 
1, Hampton, VA, 2/2-4, Skip Nelson, (516) 
379-6562; NMCB 5, Hampton, VA, 2/2-4, 
Dave Schill, (856) 234-2273, dwschill® 
comcast.net; NMCB 62, Hampton, VA, 2/2-4, 
Price Richardson, (540) 389-0555; NMCB 
121, Hampton, VA, 2/2-4, Mike Wilson, (317) 
299-6242; NMCB 128, Hampton, VA, 2/2-4, 
George McDanel, (618) 259-4694 

NMCB 133, Hampton, VA, 2/2-4, James 
White, jimwl33@aol.com; NSA DaNang, 
Hampton, VA, 2/2-4, Jerry Hubbs, (502) 
491-8794; Piedmont AD 17, Valley Forge, 
PA, 10/18-21, Ruth Geraghty, (732) 341-0709, 
geraghtyg@cs.com; Pittsburgh CA 72, 
Savannah, GA, 10/4-8, Mac Johnson, (817) 
866-4437; Sturtevant DE/DER 239, Virginia 
Beach, VA, 5/17-20, John Angst, (608) 989- 
9041, ajack@triwest.net; USNTC San Diego 
Co 45-419 (1945), Don Johnson, 4006 Park 
Road, Texarkana, TX 75503, (903) 794-9377 



COMRADES IN DISTRESS 

1st Bn B Co 141st Inf Rgt 36th Div (France, 
Mar 1945). Edward J. Ryan seeks witnesses 
to verify that at mortar call he was tackled 
into a foxhole, where his buddy, who before 
the war played bass on the National Barn 
Dance radio program, fell on his left knee, 
bending and injuring it. CID 1486A 

E Co 11th Abn (Sapporo, Japan, Dec 1967). 
Vernon Hammersley seeks witnesses to 
verify a burn he received on his left hand. 
CID 1490 



LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 



Post 66, CA: Lee Blaisdell, Robert Bryn, 
James Estrada, Vincent Fonte, Anthony 
Herrera, Robert E. Lee, James Marcum, 
Frank H. Rowan, Tom Wiggin 

Post 359, CA: Richard D. Benninger, John 
E. Cowan, Richard A. Gamboa, James M. 
Potter 

Post 10, FL: David H. Fopiano 
Post 178, FL: Audrey M. King 
Post 219, FL: Spencer R. Blest, Bennie L. 

Eddy, Nathan H. Gross, Bennett H. Newton, 

Frank A. Nicholas 
Post 284, FL: Ron Amerine 
Post 316, FL: Edward W. D'Angelo, Ervin D. 

Kane, Robert D. Long 



Post 359, FL: Graybill Harman 

Post 422, IL: Robert F. Gabinski, Wayne E. 

Parthun 
Post 359, MO: Ralph E. Powell 
Post 359, NJ: James Connors, William 

Moskal, Ronald A. Rostek 
Post 88, OK: Phyllis Bell, Walter H. Knoepfli, 

Albert L. Napoli, Billy D. Prater, Esteline 

Schulenberg 
Post 90, Virgin Islands: Wilbur G. Lewis, 

Clifton R. Muller 
Post 204, Wl: Robert J. Donnelly, James 

L. Dunne, Walter Gulbranson, Bernard 

Kittleson, Robert W. Nelson, George White 



IN SEARCH OF 



1/I6th AOD (Fort Bragg, NC & Echterding- 

en Army Airfield, Germany, 1959- 

1960), Thomas Senuta, (860) 889-0654, 

twstrucks@yahoo.com 
1st Avn Div 324th Att (Spartan Tower, 

Bien Hoa, Vietnam, 1969-1970), Jim 

Roberts, (724) 228-6015 
2nd Bn 3rd Arty 3rd Armd Div (Kirch 

Goens, Germany, May 1964-Sept 1965), 

Jerry Brayman, (417) 532-6040, dbrayman® 

hughes.net 
8th Recon Tech Sqdn (Westover AFB, 

1955-1974), Dick Miller, (507) 289-3020, 

ruemmiller@aol.com 
10th Machine Records Unit (Fort Bragg, 

NC, 1958-1959), Bennett C. Ballard, (704) 

435-6314, bencfebl9@aol.com 
69th Eng Bn, A, C Cos (Vietnam, 1970- 

1971), Johnny Muns, (706) 551-2679 
91st Ftr Bomb Sq RAF (Bentwaters, 

England, 1957-1959), Thomas Gentile, 

(843) 397-2837, tomolgag29527@aol.com 
105th Seabees (Milne Bay, New Guinea, 

Leyte & Samar, Philippines, 1943-1945), 

Joseph Hamel, (813) 782-0992, dorjo@ 

verizon.net 
435th TCW (Miami Int'l Airport, 1951-1960 

& HAFB, FL, 1960-1965), Carl Gulbrandsen, 

(305) 238-0408, cgulbran@bellsouth.net 
460th FIS Officers & Airmen (Portland 

AFB, Oregon), Bob Kinder, (360) 547-3697, 

bobkinder@aol.com 
545th Ord Co (Munster/Dieburg, Germany, 

1960-1963, K. Wayne Dunn, (909) 792-3387, 

kwfinished@aol.com 
555th Maint Co (DS) (Camp Evans, LZ 

Nancy, Vietnam, 1969-1970), J.B. McKeon, 

(435) 387-2827, amckeon@scinternet.net 
630th Ord Co Sec Pit (Wackernheim, 

Germany, 1960-1962), Floyd L Davis, (916) 

681-8809, sammy12@frontiernet.net 
3610th Fit Maint Sqdns (Harlingen, AFB, 

TX, Nov 1955-Aug 1958), Joseph Urban, 

(302) 735-9619, joeurban@yahoo.com 
A Btry 63rd AAA Gun Bn (Wiesbaden, 

1951-1953), U.P. Brannan, (817) 282-1220 
ASA FS 8606 aau (Hertzogenaurach, 

Germany, 1952-1955), Jerome J. Cermak, 

(630) 963-0134, vicermak@aol.com 



LEGION SHOPPER 



Come park with us this 
winter in Central Florida! 



B Co 24th S&T Bn (Augsburg, Germany, 

1966-1970), Robert Hines, (781) 828-8099 
B Co 322nd Sig Bn (Germany, 1950-1955), 

W. Hothan, (718) 347-3811 
Basic Cbt Tng Bravo 2-1, 1st Pit (Fort 

Lewis, WA, Nov 1970-Feb 1971), 

Kim Bergsma, (360) 692-5624, bergs® 

wavecable.com 
C Btry 4th Bn 60th Air Def Arty (An Khe, 

Vietnam, 1970), Lewis Grissaffi, (619) 

922-8682, luisaffi@yahoo.com 
CBR Weapons Orientation course 

(Dugway, UT, 1959-1961), Jim Ruzicka, 

(708) 354-9571, modela_m38_jim@ 

msn.com 

Clearing Co, 7th Med Bn (Camp Casey, 
Korea, 1954-1955), David Weiss, (718) 
468-0684 

COMLANSHIPRON 3 (LST Staff, 1955- 

1958), Charles Huggins, (509) 327-6612, 

kchuggs@comcast.net 
D.H. Fox D 779 "Radio Gang" (1963-1964), 

Bill Connolly, (631)727-7568 
Gridley DLG/CG 21/DD 380 (WWII- 

1994), Bob Hallead, (231) 723-5714, 

gridleyreunion@sbcglobal.net 
HHB 3rd Bn, 6th Arty (Pleiku & Kontum, 

Vietnam, 1968-1970), Lewis Grissaffi, 

(619) 922-8682, luisaffi@yahoo.com 
I Co 3rd Bn 4th Rgt 3/4 3rd Mar Div 

(Vietnam), Lynn "Straw" Stermolle, (661) 

947-2863, lstermolle@aol.eom 
LCI 812, Fred L. GiUSti, (203) 574-2755 
Koiner DER 331 (1960-1964), Larry 

Jacobsmeyer, (801) 725-1627 
Mobile Hosp 12, Fit Hosp 112, (Russell 

Islands & Okinawa), Jim Buckley, (301) 

662-5604 

nas Sangley Point (Fire Station, 
1952-1954), Jack Murray, (618) 942-4518, 
murray.j@mchsi.com 

Nav Hosp (Pensacola, FL, 1964-1965), 
Steve Jacobs,P.O. Box 861, Beaver Creek, 
OR 97004, jakebctonline@msn.com 

Navy Boot Camp Co 677 (Camp Moffit, 
Great Lakes, 1951), John Gergle, (717) 
838-4993 

Pit 202, 2nd Bn (Parris Island, 1974), 

Tony Glass, (502) 558-5542, tonynky® 
hotmail.com 
Pit 308 3rd Bn (Parris Island, 1971), Walter 
Cook, (601) 543-9182, walt6882@aol.com 

TAPS 

Louis F. Acunzo, Dept. of Connecticut. 

Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 
1980-1981, Nat'l Law & Order Cmte. 
Memb. 1982-1984, Nat'l Veterans Affairs 
& Rehab. Cmsn. Memb. 1988-1991, Nat'l 
Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Vice 
Chmn. 1989-1990 and Nat'l Veterans 
Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Chmn. 1990-1991. 

William H. Hicks, Dept. of Indiana. Nat'l 
Americanism Cncl. Memb. 1975-1976, 
Nat'l Distinguished Guest Cmte. Vice 
Chmn. 1982-1988, Nat'l Counter-Subver- 
sive Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1982-1984, Nat'l 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1992- 
1993. Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. 1998-1999 and 
Nat'l Conv. Cmsn. Cmdr. Rep. 1998-2006. 

Nolie C. Deas Sr., Dept. of Florida. Nat'l 
Law & Order Cmte. Memb. 1963-1964, 
Nat'l Distinguished Guest Cmte. Memb. 
1969-1974, Nat'l Distinguished Guest 
Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1970-1972 and 
1988-1989, Dept. Cmdr. 1973-1974, Nat'l 
Historian 1974-1975, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. 
Memb. 1975-1980 and 1983-1986, Nat'l 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1982- 
1984 and 1989-1990, and Nat'l Foreign 
Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1982-1983. 

Norman J. Doray, Dept. of Massachu- 
setts. Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. 
Vice Chmn. 1990-1992 and 2001-2006. 

William A. Weatherly, Dept. of South 
Carolina. Nat'l Counter-Subversive Activ. 
Cmte. Memb. 1968-1969, Dept. Cmdr. 
1978-1979, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1979-2000 and Nat'l Vice Cmdr. 
2000-2001. 




2006 U.S. 24K 1 oz. Gold 
Buffalo, First Year of 
Issue- first Strike Quality 

For the first time in its history, the U.S. Mint is 
striking a 1 oz. 24-karat gold bullion coin. First 
year of issue coins have historically seen signifi- 
cant numismatic appreciation and we highly rec- 
ommend the purchase of this issue. This bullion 
coin cannot be purchased from the U.S. Mint and 
is only available at authorized dealers such as 
Eastern Numismatics. Call today, 1-800-835-0008 
for your no obligation price quote. Aloct.07 

r "\ Eastern Numismatics Inc. 




Hearing Aids! Free Catalog! 




P O Box A-3976 Chicago, II. 60690 



Olde Mill Stream 

Adult RV Resort 

1000 N. Central Ave. (Hwy 19) 

Umatilla, FL 32784 
352.669.3141 •800.449.3141 



www.oldemillstreamrv.com 



www-pnorservice.com 



Hats* Shirts • Pins 
Patches* Flags & More 

Over 10,000 items!! 



1.877.241.8611 



CLASSIFIED 



SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE 
TO: Ms. Kyona Levine, Classified Advertising, 
The American Legion Magazine, c/o James G. 
Elliott Company, Inc., 626 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 
500, LOS Angeles, CA 90017. (213) 624-0900, Ext. 
1219, FAX (213) 624-0997. All classified advertis- 
ing is payable in advance by check or money 
order. Please make remittance payable to "The 
American Legion Magazine." RATES: $32 per 
word. Count street addresses and box numbers 
as two words; all city, state and zip codes as 
three words. 3 word minimum. CIRCULATION: 
2,500,000 per month. DEADLINE: Advertising 
copy must be received 60 days before cover 
date of issue desired. All advertisements are 
accepted at the discretion of the publisher. 

APPAREL 

SUSPENDERS. Patented "no-slip clip." Catalog, 
(800) 700-4515, www.suspenders.com. 

BOOKS & MAGAZINES 

AVIATION ENGINEERS AVENGING PEARL HAR- 
BOR, www.google.com. 

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS 

CATALOG, (800) 233-0828, www.kardwell.com. 
COINS & COLLECTIBLES 

WWW.KILROYCHALLENGECOIN.COM. 



MISCELLANEOUS 

OXYGEN USERS: Enjoy freedom to travel! 
Oxlife's lightweight, American-made oxygen 
concentrators produce 3-6 LPM continuously. 
For home, car, even overseas. (800) 780-2616, 
www.oxlifeinc.com. 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 

BETTER THAN VIAGRA? Stamina-Rx. Two tab- 
lets $5, 30 tablets $39.95. (800) 458-1613. 

www.BeholdJesus.info. 

WWW.USAMONUMENTS.COM, (888) 978-2883. 

WWW.VP1POPS.COM. 

PERSONALS 

MEET NICE SINGLES. Free catalog, (931) 879- 
4625. 

REUNION PLANNERS 

CUSTOM REUNION RIBBONS, (800) 208-6804. 
WANTED 

GUITARS, (800) 451-9728. 

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 566-5766. 

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167. 



LEGION SHOPPER 



W~ Enjoy 
Soapstone Warmth 




Soapstone is 
nature's most beautiful 
durable, and efficient stove material 
It absorbs twice as much heat as 
metal - and releases it steadily 
and evenly, long after the fire 
has died. The heat is gentle, 
even, and soul satisfying. 




FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Name 

Address 



City/ State /Zip_ 
E-mail 



Woodstock Soapstone Co., Inc 

66 Airpark Rd v Dept. 2675, West Lebanon, NH 03784 



www.woodstove.com 



TOLL FREE 1 -888-664-8 188 



IMPOTENCE 
SOLVED 



COVERED BY MEDICARE 

If you have Medicare or 
Insurance, you may be eligible 
to receive the NEW Encore 
Deluxe Erection System at 
little or no cost. The NEW 
Encore Deluxe System has both 
a manual and battery pump. 

RATED #1 BY UROLOGISTS 

Encore is the only manufacturer 
that offers both pumps as one 
Deluxe System. 

For more information call: 

1-800-475-3091 



7696 15th St. E. • Sarasota, FL 34243 
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New Customer Specia 



Legion members can save 
on mortgage, real estate 
and moving 

• Hassle free mortgages and $300 closing reward* 

• Expert home selling and buying assistance with 
up to $1,000 or more in rewards* 

• Plus, move with Allied or northAmerican and 
receive a $250 Bonus Reward**! 



CalM.866.813.3620 

or visit http://legion.myhomebenefits.com 

Legion Home Benefits 

Mortgage. Real Estate. Moving. 

''See web site for details 

** $250 bonus applies when all three services are used 



Rings to Honor 
Your Service 




Call today for a FREE color 
catalog of over 150 eye-catching 
Classic Military Rings, plus a 
Special Report you should read 
before buying any service ring: 
1-573-221-7786 (24 hr. recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Rings, 
1209 Broadway, Dept. A-1006, 
Hannibal MO 63401 . Icode A-1006I 



www.ClassicRings.coi 



WWII Pilot Jackets 

$119 

Air Force A-2 
Navy G-1 



Authentic Brown 
Goatskin Leather 



Sizes S-XXL 
LT-XXLT 




800-247-9501 

Airborne-Leathers.com 



Mail cc, check or money order t< 
Airborne Leather 
311 East Park St. 
Moonachie, NJ 07074 



5 -SOmg pills 

$49.00 



dial is, Propecia, Levitra, Tamiflu, 
& more FDA Approved Medications 



2fflGB>D(L 



(. SAFE » SECURE ■ DISCREET ) 

800-467-0288 

offer valid while supplies last 



Earn $25-$ 100 Per Hour 



Expand your profitability with 
Badge-A-Minit buttons by creating 
customized buttons for customers. 
Buttons cost less than 160 to make 
and can be sold for $1 or more. 
Your Starter Kit is only -jr^ 
$29.95 and contains *r*V 
everything you need to get 
started. Request your 
FREE catalog or order today! 

www.badgeaminit.com 

Badge-A-Minit 

Badge-A-Minit, Dept. AL1006, 345 N. Lewis Ave., Oglesby, IL 61348 




Call 800 - 



Need sleep? 

Get the best night's sleep 
you have ever had! 




€ SLEEP COMFORT 
.a djustable beds 

♦ 90-Day Monty Back Guarantee. 

• Available in wall-hugger, inner spring 
coil, pillow top, larex &£ memory foam, 
* Lifetime Warranty- 



FREE 

1-8 



ICE Vkteo/DVD & Brochure! 
Call today! 

-800-401-8692 



NO SALESMAN WILL COME TO YOUR HOME. 
Or write to: 
Sleep Comfort Adjustable Beds, 
15950 Bernardo Center Drive, Suite B, 
San Diego, CA 92127 
www.sleep^omfort.com 



Costa Rica 10 Days 

"Brilliant Affordable Pricing" $QQf? 

-Arthur Frommer's Budget Travel Column 

Volcanoes, Beaches, Rainforests 

10 Affordable $ 995 Escorted Tours 

•Mexico's Copper Canyon Train 
•Grand Canyon, Yellowstone 
•Fall Colors, California, Guatemala 
•Canadian Rockies, Nova Scotia 
•and More. 28 Page Free Brochure 

Fully Escorted Tours Over 50 Years 





Caravan.com 1- 800-Caravan 



• HAT PINS • MEDALS • 
^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^ 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 
Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 



MEN'S WIDE SHOES 



15 

HITCHCOCK SHOESJNC. 

Dept. 5K Hingham, MA 02043 
1 -£00992- Wl DE www. wideshoes. co m 



SIZES 5 

FREE catalog 
200 styles 



MemberT 
EBB 



IStnce 

1 1964 



Electric Home Care Products 




Adjustable Beds 
Hospital Beds 
Mattresses 



Wheelchairs Stair Lifts 
Scooters Lift- Chairs 
Car Lifts Elevators 



«»()()) 528-3974 




Legion members can SAVE 
with discounted pricing on 
state-to-state moving 



Call 1.800.871.8864 

e-mail: alliedmoving@verizon.net 
northAmerican 

Call 1.800.524.5533 

e-mail: navlmoving@comcast.net 
Web site: http://legion.myhomebenefits.com 



HEARING AIDS 

UP TO 60% SAVINGS 




30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 



GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

•ALL MAKES & MODELS -TERMS ARRANGED 
•30 YRS. EXPERIENCE -ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
•CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-4212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL BOX 1645, ROCKFORD, IL 61110 



— VIAGRA 



Pharmaceutical Grade Alternative 
Without Prescription! 

(30 tabs) - blue loomg $89.95 
(60 tabs) - save $40.oo $129.95 
(90 tabs) - save $70.00 $179.95 

Order Today 24 HR Order Line! 

Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 

St 1-888-527-0870 extAi 2 

Supplies or Send Check or M.O. To: Free 



RE. LABS, 1025 SW 59th st 



Shipping! 



OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73109-4902 




U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 



FREE COLOR CATALOG! 
FREE SHIPPING! 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 [ 
www.vetssupplyline.com 



CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 



Tell The World YOU Served 

Military Rings- All Branches 

1000's of styles to choose from 
starting at $149 

TJ Jewelry 

857 E. White Mountain Blvd. 
Pinetop,AZ 85935 
1-800-544-9706 www.tjjewelry.com 





Veterans, Your 
Military Awards! 



3000 Official Medals, 
Badges, Patches & 
Insignia For • Army 
Air Force • Marines 
• Navy • Coast Guard 

i 



NEW Korea> 
Service Medal ) 
.available^ 



Call for your FREE Color Catalog 

ESt? 1-800-486-1651 




FLAG CO., INC. 

P.O. BOX 1118 
FORT DODGE, IA 50501 

800-992-3524 



www.martinsflag.com 



"Ask lor our colorful catalog" 
S - PROMPT SHIPMENT 



free virtual 
River Cruise 
°f Europe 

Explore the river cruise 
advantage as we take you 
through the heart of 
Europe with this colorful 
FREE DVD. Glide along 
die scenic Danube, Elbe, 
and Rhine rivers past 
majestic castles, windmills 
and lush, romantic vineyards 

Call Now for your FREE DVD 

1-800-706-0415 

You can also visit us online 

dvd.vikingrivercruises.com 

Or fill in the coupon below and include 
your email to receive "Insider Specials" 



Name — 
Address _ 




City 

Email - 



. State _ 



Zip . 



www.usaveonpills.com ■ wusta. ® www.usmedals.com 



Mail to: Viking River Cruises 

5700 Canoga Ave. #200, Dept. 1006B VIKING 
Woodland Hills, CA 9 1 367 RIVER CRUISES 

L — — — — — — J 
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parting shots | 



Marriage is like a railroad sign. 

You see a girl and stop. Then you look. 

And after you're married you listen. 

AN OBVIOUSLY PREGNANT WOMAN 

and her husband were sitting in the 
obstetrician's waiting room. The wife 
looked at a lamp and commented on 
how lovely it was. Her husband gave her 
an anguished look and cried, "Don't tell 
me you're starting to crave furniture!" 



A SALESMAN, tired of his job, gave it 
up to become a police officer. Several 
months later, a friend asked him how he 
liked his new profession. "Well," he 
replied, "the pay isn't great, and the hours can be 
awful. But I like the fact that the customer is 
almost always wrong." 

"THE GAS-STATION ATTENDANT looks at the car 
and says, Tou got a flat tire.' I said, 'No, the other 
three just swelled up.'" - Bill Engvall 

AN ACCOUNTANT is having a hard time sleeping 
and goes to see his doctor. 

"Doctor, I just can't get to sleep at night." 

"Have you tried counting sheep?" 

"That's the problem - I make a mistake and then 
spend three hours trying to find it." 

ONE OF THE GREAT mysteries in life is how that 
idiot who married your daughter can be the father 
of the smartest grandchildren in the world. 

POLITICS: the art of looking for problems, finding 
them everywhere, diagnosing them incorrectly, 
and applying inappropriate solutions. 




I know exactly what file you're talking about. IVe got it right 
here on my desk ... it'll take just a sec to find it." 





"I can't find one that my wife would believe." 



"Good morning, gentlemen. I see everyone's 
been briefed." 

ON THE FIRST DAY of school, the kindergarten 
teacher said, "If anyone has to go to the bathroom, 
hold up two fingers." 

A little voice in the back of the room asked, 
"How will that help?" 

A MAN WENT to the police station, wishing to 
speak with the burglar who had broken into his 
house the previous night. "You'll get your chance 
in court," the desk sergeant said. 

"No, no, no!" the man replied. "I want to know 
how he got into the house without waking my 
wife. I've been trying to do that for years!" 

A MAN ENTERED a florist shop, noticing a sign in 
the window that read, "Say It With Flowers." 

"Wrap up a rose for me," he told the florist. 

"Only one?" the florist asked. 

"Just one. I'm a man of few words." 
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Asbestos 



: % Cancer Hits 
Former 
" Sailors 




Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm 




Defeating Today's Goliaths' 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 

The David Law Firm, P.C. 

Jonathan David* 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 



* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 
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It's a Super-Hefty 
Flannel Shirt with a 
Hood & Quilt-Lined 
Sweatjacket sewn in! 

Handsome as heck, with 

Dlenty: • Soft 
brushed cottonTpr 
flannel plaid outside 
• Thermo-quilt nylon lining 
backed by light polyester 
fiberfill • Warm fleece 
drawstring hood 
• Snap adjustable cuffs 
• 2 front pockets, 
2 side pockets, 
plus inside 
chest 
► pocket 
^Best of all, 
the whole 
* thing is 



100% 
Machine 
Washable! 



Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
LSend jackets. I enclose $ 

^toward postage. In GA add sales tax 




***** 



Construction guys to grill Guys, 
everybody needs one. Order yours now! 



1-800-543-4810 



Sfofe Online: 
Haband. coml 



Regular Sizes: S(34-36) 
M(38-40) L(42-44) XL(46-48) 
*Big Men Sizes ($3 more each): 
2XL(50-52) 3XL(54-56) 4XL(58-60) 

*TALL Sizes ($3 more each): 
NEW.' LT(42-44) XLT(46-48) 
2XLT(50-52) 3XLT(54-56) 



Peckville, PA 18452 
purchase price plus t 

FREE Postage' & 




□ Visa 
Card #_ 
Mr. Mrs. 
Address. 
City & State _ 



□ MasterCard 



When you pay by check, you authorize electronic clearing. 

□ Discover® Network □ Am Ex □ Check 
Exp.: / 



Ms. 



. Apt. # . 



.Zip. 



100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time!. 



